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On February  22, 2018 the Department of Research, Indus-
trial Linkages, Community & Alumni had organised a Public-Pri-
vate Research Network (PPRN). PPRN is an innovative initiative 
of the Ministry of Higher Education of Malaysia to promote de-
mand-driven innovation programmes in driving productivity im-
provement of Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) and strength-
ening Malaysia's economic development. 

UiTM Perak Branch was among the six campuses that had been selected 
to run the programme. This programme was the first stage where prob-
lems were identified and reported to the Ministry of Higher Education 
of Malaysia where selected cases were taken to the next level. Puan 
Junaidah Junid a representative from the Malaysian Academy of SME 
& Entrepreneurship Development (MASMED), UiTM Shah Alam was 
present to assist. 

During the sessions, 52 case writers and 32 SME representatives were 
appointed to identify the technology issues faced through this business 
matching. The Ministry of Higher Education of Malaysia and MASMED 
UiTM Shah Alam had targeted 100 cases on technology through this 
PPRN programme at UiTM Perak Branch.

RESEARCH NETWORK

The objective of PPRN is to create a 
knowledge-friendly ecosystem where 
knowledge is generated and dissemi-
nated from those with knowledge and 
expertise at universities to the needy 
industries especially SMEs. Through this 
programme the industry players (SMEs) 
will present the issue on technology and 
explain the challenges in finding solu-
tions. Hence, researchers from the uni-
versities will provide suggestions on how 
they can help the industry to  address 
the problems and challenges based on 
their skills and expertise.

PUBLIC-PRIVATE

Suzaina Ismail
( PJIM&A )
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With  the growth of the educational technology that enables greater 
communication among universities, UiTM Perak Branch therefore has 
taken up the challenges by moving rapidly in the digital world. This 
can be seen by the initiatives taken by all the staff and lecturers by 
adapting to the concept of “university of the future”. This includes 
attending courses for retooling to equip themselves with new skills of 
digital technology in order to suit the new demands.

In this new scenario, educators particularly have to change their mind 
sets, perceptions and actions. With all these new demanded and re-
quired skills as well as knowledge that they need to acquire, it is better 
to be equipped with not only the 4.0 technology but will also become 
better educators in their subject areas. With this, it is hoped that the 
university will produce more future leaders who excel in both academ-
ic and non-academic areas where it involves integration of students’ 
interests and talents.

Besides that, they are now required to find ways to create revenues and 
realize the income to be accrued from research products, innovations 
and services. All related agencies therefore should now work hand in 
hand to assist the development of the minds and skills of these young 
future leaders and educate them further as the saying goes ‘It takes a 
village to raise a child’. The university welcomes any form of collabo-
rations which would set platforms, not just for the university, but also 
the students to develop even further.

‘All related agencies should 
work hand in hand to assist 

the development of the 
minds and skills of these 

future leaders’.
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