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ABSTRACT

Batu Arang is a second largest city in Malaya before WWII era and it is a largest coal
mining production for commercializing. Batu Arang are located a line between Kuala
Selangor and Rawang, Selangor. This paper reveals the potential of heritage tourism
landscape in Batu Arang and shows the role of tourism in heritage preservation and
conservation. This study also shows that Batu Arang highlights the strength of the
uniqueness of the town through their genus loci of abandoned mining collieries especially
for the purpose of ‘heritage trail. This research is an ethnographic research, using
qualitative methods. The mining collieries have become a product of heritage trial
environment. Linking tourism with this heritage trail environment will benefit the local
economy. The main idea in heritage tourism landscape is to revitalize the genus loci of Batu

Arang heritage town, to promote the heritage value and to reach economic benefits.

Keywords: genus loci, heritage tourism, tourism landscape, mining collieries, Batu Arang, heritage

town, heritage trail
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CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION
1.1 INTRODUCTION

Heritage is important and need to preserve for future generation. The Heritage brings
a meaning that some property own by somebody, or something that is natural, since the past
generations. In term of “Heritage”, something that did not contain money or property, but
also contain philosophy, belief, values and civilizations. Franchi (2014), he stated that
heritage in the same time it signifies in our history, and our identity from the past to present,
and for the future. Culture heritage is one of the expression in many ways to represents the
style of life a community that inherit some of the values from past generations to new

generations through customs, practices, places, objects and artistic expressions.

Hargrove (2002) found that the most popular tourist activity today is visiting a
historical and cultural site. Based on Mohamed Rani (2014), in Malaysia, the one that grows
rapidly segments that can be classified as the peculiar fraction is tourism. Following that,
Millar (1989) also stated that heritage sites accommodate the tangible links between the
potentially conflicting aspirations of conservation and tourism. The National Trust for Historic
Preservation in the United States defines heritage tourism as "travelling to experience places
and activities that authentically represent the stories and people of the past", and cultural
heritage tourism is defined as "travelling to experience the places and activities that

authentically represent the stories and people of the past and present.”

Then, according to George (2003), Heritage education is one of the element that
consist in heritage tourism, it is a way to get better learning experience through an on-site
journey and appreciation of cultural heritage and built heritage resources through what they
tell us. Heritage trail has widely acknowledged by the people in heritage tourism industry who
advocate the historical areas, natural features, and cultural heritage places, and it also helps

in term of raising the local economy while enhance the tourism development.

The heritage environment of Batu Arang collieries is important because it brings
nostalgia and positive reflects to the local economic and social lifestyle and it also reinforces
the genus loci or the identity of Batu Arang. The tourism will help preserve the cultural
heritage and facilitate the harmony and understanding among people (Richards, 1996). The
concept of heritage tourism landscape will support the maximizing of heritage potentials and
the diversification of touristic objects and activities. The main priority in this research should
be preserving and conserving the heritage elements in Batu Arang while providing a
landscape planning of facilities amenities for tourism purpose by involving the local

community.
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