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S Y- N O P, S I S 

Previou_sly, most peopl_e in the less developed areas __ in this 

country d_id not have adequate excreta d_�sposal sys_t,e_�� �. -�

survey by the World rt�alt� Oiganisation �n .1975 r�iorted that 
. ' . ' . . . - . . 

about_ .85 per cent of th,e rural areas .in ,.the. world lac� any 
. - ·. ;, ,, . . . • ' • . . - . . 

adequate excreta disposal .facility. Clearly, the.situation
.. . . �- .. ,. . . . . . " . .. . . .. . . ' . . . �- ,. .. . . ., ' . . . . ,. . 

is most seri_ou_s _and major national and international ini tia

tives are �eq½ired if any substantial.impact is to be made on 

the problem in the nex� decades to �ome • 

Ignoring the above situation would result in ,the widespread of 

epidemic_s such _as typhoid_, .cholera, diarrh�e.a. and many other

infectious diseases .. 

Human exc�e_t_� _are the_ yrinc_ip3;l �ehi_cl�>for; t_he transmission

and _spr�ad ,of a wide range of com�unicabl� ft�seases� These. 
.. • • • ' • .. .. • • • • • • • - • • • • • - • • - ... • • • .&. • • • 

diseases start thei� journey from an infected individual to• 
�- • ., � • • • • _ .- • ,; 1. , t t .., . . ,. .,· •· • ;' ; • ., � ,;; . . . ; . . � ; . ,. l � � � , .;. :• : .;, • • • I • ;. 

a new victim when _the causative ,agent ,i9 ,pa�sed i� the excreta.. . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . , ' .  - ... - - . .. . . .
' ' 

There_�q�e ,. the ?o��e_c;t_i_oA\ /_r��pot:t:8:t.�q��- ,_tre,atment, • and dis-

posal of human excre�a are .the �tmost importance in ,the pro

tection of the heal th. of a11:y commu,ni ty., , 

This project is intended to highli,g�t th:e. rea_ders on some of 

the existing sewerage systems available. ,in Malay_sia, parti

cularly Peninsular Mal_aysia ..

Apart from the two study areas of _Alur Setar _ani Sungai Petani, 

both of them i� Kedah, the sewerage systems of other places 

are also covered in the report. These include: 

1. Pantai Sewage ?·.1rifica.tion \forks, �ua2.a Lumpur

2. Sewerage Syste::i of ITt•:, Shah Ala::

3. Oxidation di tc:: of Malaysia Glas.3 Sheet factory.

Sungai 3uluh

The visits to tne above places is airr.ed at prov:.ding a general 
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CHAPTER l 

INTRODUCTI<;)N 

Need for the study of the sewer�ge system. 

Traditionally man has relied upon the n��ur�l de�radation 

processes of micro-organis�s which are present· in fhe 
.. . , I ' 

environment to decompose waste materials effectively�· 

 

The discharge of solid and liquid waste tb soil :and water 
I 
'I 

is an effective method of disposal provided that the load 

: . i I . 1 1 • • 
,imposed upon the natural.processes is not excessive. 

The industrial revolution and rapid 

anJ the 

problem 

associated growth of urban 

de�elopment·of nations 

coJ�n��ies created the 

of high �olumes of wastes to �e disposed off solely 

by the method of natural processes. 

1.12 'rt is therefore a necessity to study the different ways and 
. i ; . . 

methods of' disposal of these wastes without significantly 
i j . l • • • 

destroying the local environment and cau�ing pollution to 

the natural water coarses. Hence the development of effec

tive method of sewage treatment and disposal for large 

communitie� is a, necessity. More recently there has been an 

increasing appreciation that man mad� pollution is a significant 

national and global problem. This has led to the formation of 

authorities with pow�rs to improve the qualities of water and 

,the imposition of stricter standards for sewage treatment. 

1 




