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ABSTRACT

It is believed that co-curricular activities can contribute to the holistic development
of the students. As such, co-curricular activities form an important part of the
school curriculum. Academic clubs are one of the components of the co-curricular
activities and the English Language Club (ELC) is an example of an academic
club. A vibrant and dynamic ELC can nurture and nourish language learnt in
classroom with language used out-of-the classroom. The actual status of ELCs in
this country is anyone’s guess. Are they active? Are they merely drifting along
aimlessly? Or are they defunct? It was under this cloud of uncertainty that this
study was undertaken. It was aimed at producing an instrument to assess the
current status of the English Language Clubs in the country. The instrument
formulated was tested for its reliability and validity and it was found to have sound
psychometric properties. The Cronbach Alpha values ranged from 0.724 to 0.801
while the factor analysis both, exploratory and confirmatory, provided evidence
that the instrument comprised of five dimensions; the student aspect, the teacher

aspect, the activities, the internal support, and the external support.
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

1.0 Introduction

This chapter presents the introduction to the background of this research. It also presents
the statement of the problem and the objectives of the study. The significance of the study
is also covered. The limitations and delimitations in doing this’study are also explained.

There is also the definition of terms used in this study.

1.1 Background of Problem

The National Philosophy of Education dictates that the main aim of education in this
country is to bring forth students who are physically, mentally, emotionally and
spiritually balanced. The choice of subjects taught and the current curriculum reviews are
all intended towards this aim. Wholesome individuals are not only excellent academically
but also in all aspects of humanity. In order to bring forth such individuals, a school
curriculum which supports both these outcomes is deemed as of vital importance.
Learning from past experience when there was a surge of white collar crimes due to too
much emphasis being placed on academic achievements at the expense of flourishing the

human character, the thrust then has been towards character building.

While classrooms are places where knowledge is imbued in the students , it is the space
outside the classroom where the students learn more about what it means to get along
with one another, to support each other and to build a spirit of camaraderie that makes for

close-knit societies that go on to inspire nationhood. These values can only be instilled




