
Rome was no t bu i l t i n a day . Ne i t he r was the t i e t ha t has been fos te r ed be tween U iTM
Cawangan Nege r i Semb i l an (U iTMCNS) and the Un i ve r s i t y o f O t t awa , Canada .
Spea rheaded by the Academy o f Language S tud i es , Se remban Campus , t he nego t i a t i ons
on co l l abo ra t i v e e f fo r t s be tween U iTM and the Un i ve r s i t y o f O t t awa took mon ths o f
ha rd wo rk and coun t l ess l a t e - n i gh t mee t i ngs to ca te r t o the d i f f e r en t t ime zones o f
bo th coun t r i es . A f t e r many nego t i a t i ons and much goodw i l l i n fo r ce , t hey cu lm ina ted i n
the s i gn i ng o f a Le t t e r o f I n t en t ( LO I ) be tween the two un i ve r s i t i e s . The h i s to r i c da te
was the 25 th May 2022 , 9 .00 am at the Tuanku Syed S i r a j udd in Chance l l e r y Bu i l d i ng ,
U iTM Shah A lam. On the s ide o f U iTM , t he V i ce Chance l l o r gave a speech fo l l owed by
the P res i den t ( equ i va l en t to the V i ce Chance l l o r ) o f t he Un i ve r s i t y o f O t t awa , be fo re
the s i gn i ng o f t he documen t took p l ace . Bo th heads o f Un i ve r s i t i e s , P ro f . Da tuk Ts . D r .
Roz i ah Mohd Jano r and Mr . Jacques F rémon t , we re v i s i b l y p l eased w i t h the v i s i t and
the s ign i ng even t . As fo r t he owne rsh ip o f t he LO I , i t i s he l d and headed by P ro f . D r .
Yam in Yas i n , t he Rec to r o f U iTMCNS . The even t was a l so g raced by the a t t endance o f
Mr . Kha i r i l Azwan Abu Manso r , Sen io r P r i nc i pa l Ass i s t an t Sec re ta r y o f t he M in i s t r y o f
H ighe r Educa t i on , as we l l as Mrs . Nu r Ez i r a Mahad i , P r i nc i pa l Ass i s t an t Sec re ta r y o f
t he M in i s t r y o f Fo re i gn A f fa i r s .

The Un i ve r s i t y o f O t t awa team had a l r eady p l anned a v i s i t t o Ma lays i a ea r l i e r , on the i r
own agenda . Hence , ge t t i ng the LO I had to be worked on fas t i n o rde r to make i t i n
t ime fo r t he v i s i t o f t he Canad ian team on the 25 th o f May . Eve r y t h i ng was a t t ended to
w i t h sw i f t ness tha t l ed to the smoo th comp le t i on o f t he documen t by th i s da te . Fo r
t h i s , on l y a g rea t commi t t ee cou ld have pu l l ed th i s o f f ! On the s ide o f U iTMCNS , t he
Rec to r was the ma in d r i v i ng fo rce i n dea l i ng w i t h U iTM Shah A lam. The Co rpo ra t e
Commun ica t i ons and G loba l Team pe rsonne l we re supe r - e f f i c i en t and fas t , as t ime was
o f the essence i n th i s endeavou r . Though i t was no t a case o f bu i l d i ng Rome in a day ,
i t was a g rea t t ask o f bu i l d i ng a re l a t i onsh ip to reach f r u i t i on – the LO I – w i t h i n a few
mon ths . Th i s i s su re l y c l ose to bu i l d i ng Rome in a day .

A ma jo r h i gh l i gh t o f t he sho r t bu t ac t i on -packed t r i p o f t he de l ega tes f rom the
Un i ve r s i t y o f O t t awa was the i r v i s i t t o U iTM ’s Co l l ege o f Eng inee r i ng . The reason fo r
t h i s was because the Dean o f t he Eng inee r i ng Facu l t y , M r . Jacques Beauva i s , was on
th i s v i s i t . The Un i ve r s i t y o f O t t awa was a l so keen on th i s a rea fo r f u tu r e co l l abo ra t i on .
Hence , P ro f . D r . Yam in Yas i n made a r r angemen ts w i t h ou r Eng inee r i ng coun te rpa r t s to
take the Canad ian de l ega tes on a tou r o f t he Co l l ege o f Eng inee r i ng .

East Meets West – LOI Signing
Ceremony between UiTM and the
University of Ottawa, Canada
Angeline Ranjethamoney Vijayarajoo (PM Khas Dr.), Abdul Fattah Abd Gani,
Aeimi Ruzanna Abu Hassim & Mohd Ikram Mohd Nor Rizan
Akademi Pengajian Bahasa, UiTM Kampus Seremban

56

BULETIN APB EDISI 8



Th i s tou r was gu ided and exp l a i ned i n de ta i l b y P ro f . S r . I r . D r . Suha im i Abdu l Ta l i b ,
t he Ass i s t an t V i ce Chance l l o r o f t he Co l l ege o f Eng inee r i ng . The tou r l a t e r ended w i t h
a mee t i ng to d i scuss poss ib l e co l l abo ra t i v e a reas be tween the two ins t i t u t i ons . Th i s
pa r t o f t he t r i p took c lose to two hou rs , a f t e r wh i ch the de l ega tes we re wh i sked away
to Ho te l U iTM to savou r a love l y “Ke l ua rga Ma lays i a ” l unch ; dep i c t i ng the va r i ous
Ma lays i an de l i cac i es and cu l t u r es . The menu o f the l unch was p rec i se l y cu ra t ed by the
Execu t i ve Che f o f Ho te l U iTM to showcase the d i ve r s i t y and un iqueness o f f l a vou rs
tha t Ma lays i an cu i s i ne i s famous fo r .

UiTMCNS team with the delegation from the University of Ottawa

Speech by the Vice Chancellor of UiTM Speech by the President of the University of Ottawa

The v i s i t ended a t 1 .30 pm as the Canad ian de l ega tes had to rush to the i r nex t
des t i na t i on . Though i t was a we t day , t he cons tan t r a i n d id no t dampen ou r sp i r i t s bu t
on l y showed us how b lessed we we re to have th i s mee t i ng toge the r . As we sa id
fa r ewe l l t o t he Canad ian de l ega t i on , we knew i t was no t goodbye bu t on l y a momen ta r y
pa r t i ng , f o r we wou ld be work i ng toge the r on more p ro j ec t s i n t he no t - t oo -d i s t an t
f u tu r e .

Sudden l y , i t dawned on us tha t a l l t he weeks o f p repa ra t i on fo r t h i s ha l f - day v i s i t we re
ove r . We fe l t a su rge o f emot i ons – a sense o f r e l i e f , j o y , an t i c i pa t i on , hope , and many
more – i t was su re l y a cock ta i l o f f ee l i ngs . A t i r i ng day bu t one tha t was fu l f i l l i ng and
we knew tha t we we re t r u l y b l essed and cou ld no t have asked fo r more .
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We wou ld l i ke to take th i s oppo r t un i t y t o thank ou r Rec to r , f o r a l l h i s suppo r t
t h roughou t , t o t he uppe r managemen t and s ta f f o f U iTM , to eve r y membe r o f t h i s
commi t t ee and to the en t i r e Academy o f Language S tud i es , U iTMCNS , Se remban
Campus . Th i s i s fo r ALL o f us .

Au revo i r , t i l l we mee t aga in .

The official signing of the LOI

Members of the audience
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Meeting to further discuss the collaborative partnership The Canadian delegation visiting UiTM’s College of Engineering

Mr Abdul Fattah, Co-Head of the LOI Committee, emceeing the event Late night meeting with the Malaysian High Consulate of Canada

Assoc . P ro f . D r . Ange l i ne Ran j e thamoney V i j a ya ra j oo , Co -Head o f t he LO I
Commi t t ee (Academy o f Language S tud i es )
Abdu l Fa t t ah Abdu l Gan i , Co -Head o f t he LO I Commi t t ee (Academy o f Language
S tud i es )
Mohd I k ram Mohd Nor R i zan (Coo rd i na to r , Academy o f Language S tud i es )
Ae im i Ruzanna Abu Hass im (Academy o f Language S tud i es )
D r . S i t i No r A t i ka Baha r i n ( L i a i son Of f i ce r , U iTM G loba l U iTMCNS)
D r . No r Mon i ca Ahmad (Coo rd i na to r , Co rpo ra t e Commun ica t i ons Un i t U iTMCNS)
Raz i f Saza l i (Co rpo ra t e Commun ica t i ons Un i t U iTMCNS)

Jacques F rémon t , P res i den t and V ice -Chance l l o r
Jacques Beauva i s , Dean , Facu l t y o f Eng inee r i ng
Anne Mc I l r o y , Execu t i ve D i r ec to r , S t r a t eg i c Engagemen t (Ex t e rna l Re l a t i ons )
O lga Go lovachova , Manage r o f I n t e rna t i ona l Re l a t i ons , Facu l t y o f Eng inee r i ng

L i s t o f Commi t t ee Members f rom U iTMCNS:
1 .

2 .

3 .
4 .
5 .
6 .
7 .

L i s t o f Members f rom the Un i ve rs i t y o f O t t awa :
1 .
2 .
3 .
4 .
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