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Disediakan o leh:

P IERS was car r ied out  to  p lant  the  seeds o f  conf idence and mot ivat ion to  acqui re  Eng l i sh  among s tudent s  

f rom rura l  schools  by  engaging  them in  g roup e f fo r t s .  The prog ram was car r ied out  in  four  secondar y  

schools  in  the  d is t r ic t  o f  Kuala  P i lah  over  a  per iod f i ve  months .  The object i ves  o f  P IERS were :  

i )  to  bu i ld  s tudent s ’  se l f -conf idence to  use Eng l i sh  language.  

i i )  to  e radicate  the  presumpt ion that  Eng l i sh  i s  a  d i f f icu l t  language to  acqui re  by  making acqui r ing  

Eng l ish  fun.  

More  than 400 secondar y  school  s tudent s  par t ic ipated in  the  prog ram.  To  gu ide the  school  s tudent s ,  40 

un iver s i t y  s tudent s  f rom Ui TM Cawangan Neger i  Sembi lan Kampus Kuala  P i lah  (U i TMCNS KP)  were  t ra ined 

as  fac i l i t ator s .  Three  act i v i t ie s  were  car r ied out :  Reader s  Theat re ,  Chora l  Speaking  and Stor yboard.  

Dur ing  the  prog ram the fac i l i t ator s  got  to  brush up on the i r  leader sh ip ,  communicat ion and fac i l i t at ing  

sk i l l s .  Based on a  s tudy  that  was  car r ied out  to  check on the s tudent s ’  percept ion on P IERS before  and 

a f te r  the  act i v i t ie s ,  there  was  a  sharp improvement  in  the  s tudent s ’  mot ivat ion and conf idence to  use  

Eng l i sh .  Accord ing  to  the  same study  one o f  the  features  that  gave  r i se  to  the  marked improvement  was 

the  suppor t  and encouragement s  that  they  rece ived f rom the s tudent  fac i l i t ator s ,  who encouraged them to  

use on l ine  too ls  such as  d ic t ionar ie s  and goog le  search to  enhance the f ina l  product  o f  the i r  g roup 

act i v i t ie s .    

There  were  three  sp in-o f f s  f rom th is  pro ject  whereby  four  U i TMCNS KP lecturer s  (P IERS adv isor s)  produced 

a  product  (P IERS booklet )  that  won a  S i l ver  Award at  Invent ion,  Innovat ion & Des ign Expos i t ion  

( I IDE X2019) .  Secondly,  f i ve  U i TMCNS KP s tudent s  (P IERS fac i l i t ator s)  showcased the P IERS pro ject  at  

In ternat ional  Invent ion,  Innovat ion Creat ion Exh ib i t ion  ( I I ICE2019)  that  won the  team a S i l ver  Award.  

F ina l l y,  based on the  succes s  o f  the  prog ram the Dis t r ic t  Educat ion depar tment  and the school  pr inc ipa ls  

requested that  the  prog ram to  be car r ied out  as  a  cont inuous e f fo r t  to  fos ter  g reater  co l laborat ion 

bet ween Ui TM CNS and i t s  sur rounding  communi t ie s .   Hence,  th is  prog ram was adopted as  par t  o f  the  

“Ui TM for  Communi t y ”  pro ject  spear-headed by  the  Rector  o f  U i TM CNS,  Pro f  Dr  Yamin Yas in .   Hence,  

P IERS became ELERS (Eng l ish  language Enhancement  fo r  Rura l  Schools)  and i t  w i l l  be  car r ied out  at  a  

b ig ger  sca le  in  the  s tate  o f  Neger i  Sembi lan in  2020.  


