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ABSTRACT

The aim of this research is to identify the problems and find solutions for the proposed upgrade to the existing National Planetarium as
the management at the National Planetarium are planning to upgrade their exhibitions and facilities. Another objective of this research is
to organize the information obtained from the research done and extract information that will help in solving problems identified. This
report also will serve as documentation to ensure the design process will stay on the right path. Both qualitative and quantitative
methodologies are used in the process of this research. The qualitative research data is obtained from interviews with the workers of the
National Planetarium and the visitors. This method is also used during the case study at Petrosains, Kuala Lumpur, and National
Science Centre, Kuala Lumpur. The quantitative research data was gathered with the aid of questionnaires. The resuit of preliminary
observation revealed that there is a need to upgrade the exhibition due to the high level of visitors that are not satisfied on the exhibits
inside the National Planetarium. The designer recommends that the National Planetarium undergoes a full upgrade especially in terms
of their exhibitions to coincide with the future plan of the National Planetarium. This project is done to help the management of the
National Planetarium get an overview of what will the upgrade would look like. Based on the observation done the current issue that is
are mainly lacking a good flow for the visitor to iook at the exhibit and go around the gallery, and in addition of little improvement over
the years. Due to this the designer recommends a complete overhaul of the exhibitions and to create a more interactive exhibits and
better attraction. A better flow is introduced to enhance the visitors experience and to give more comfort. It is intended that this complex
will be the centre for all other Planetarium in Malaysia to refer to, and to be the centre of space and technology learning.
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CHAPTER 1.0 INTRODUCTION

1.1

INTRODUCTION

The National Planetarium is the national planetarium of Malaysia which was officially opened on 1993 (ANGKASA). The blue
domed structure is located on top of a hill in the Lake Gardens at Jalan Perdana, Kuala Lumpur. The site encompasses an area
of 120,000 square feet (11,000m?) (Planetarium Negara, 2011). During its time, it was a revolutionary and was quite a challenge
for the project architects and engineers to build and design the structure due to its special theatre design. It took over two years
for the facility to be fully equiped with equipments and exhibits. The National Planetarium is constructed (refer to Plate 1.1)
during the time of which the country lacks professionals in the numerous area of work and it was an amazing feat that it was
completed with minimum delay (ANGKASA). Figure 1.1 shows a simple timeline of the history of the National Planetarium. It was
launched during the year 1993, as shown in Plate 1.2.
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Figure 1.1 - Timeline History, Source: (ANGKASA, Planetarium)



