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Indirect damages such as transmitting several types of virus will worsen the situation effect
on the rapid virus spread. The flowering and fruiting periods are the most crucial periods where
these periods will determine whether the farmers are going to make profit or loss. The freshness of
the flowers must be taken into account especially in the early of flowering period. Since thrips
abundance are always inside the flowers, the freshness of the flowers only can be determine when
the flowers have shown a physiological disorders symptoms and changes in colours. The air
circulation in the plot also must be maintained by pruning some of the crowded leaves which
provide shelter to the thrips and other pest from heavy wind, rainfall as well as their natural
enemies. Throughout this study, there were also other arthropods observed such as coccinellids,
spiders, ants, aphids, whiteflies and plant hoppers. Some of them were considered as potential
pests and some were natural enemies and predators. However, their presence in the field were
after the population of thrips have been established and the abundance is way too low than the
abundance of thrips. This has made the function of natural enemies is no longer effective in the
field.

Conclusion

Thrips abundance in UiTM Pahang's share farm were increasing towards to the end of cropping
period. The increment of thrips has lead to the reduction of yield on long beans. Control measures
such as crop rotation, field sanitary, removal of alternate hosts, and drainage improvement are
highly recommended to be practiced in the UiTM Pahang student's share farm in order to reduce
the infestation of thrips as well as other potential pests of long bean and other vegetables. The
abundance of other arthropods, especially natural enemies, parasitoids and predators have to be
measured since the biological control has become the backbone of the integrated pest management
(IPM). A mass rearing of natural enemies such as coccinellids seems to be needed for field
release.

Further study is needed to look into the biological aspect of thrips because of the insects'
importance in viral diseases spread on vegetables. There may be a possibility to develop an
economic threshold level based on the number of thrips per plant for different vegetables and
cultivars. Detail samplings of thrips need to be considered by looking at which plant stratum
(upper, middle and lower strata) is more preferred.
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