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Abstract: This study was undertaken to identify and highlight the possible factors affecting students'
performance in the FAR400 of the Bachelor of Accountancy (BAcc) in University Technology MARA
(UiTM) Pahang. The mediocre performance and lack of excellent grades in this course were discussed
and debated by the faculty members and lecturers alike. Students enrolling in any program are expected to
excel in the core courses of the program and since FAR400 paper is one of such courses of the BAcc
program, a respectable percentage of students if not the majority are expected to excel in the course by
obtaining excellent grades A+, A or at least A-. However this is not the case ofFAR400 paper. Survey
questionnaires were distributed to second and final year students of BAcc to identify the possible factors
affecting their performance in the said paper. The respondents' feedback identified factors namely
motivation, mathematics ability, English proficiency, interest on accounting subject, prior knowledge on
accounting, time management, study skills, class participation, effort level and study habit. The findings
indicate that students are facing a number of critical issues especially bad study habits (mean of 2.41),
low effort level (2.44) and inactive class participation (2.46). It was also found that prior knowledge,
interest on accounting subject, motivation and class participation is positively correlated to the student
excellent performance in the FAR400 paper. Consequently, appropriate recommendations are made to
help students and lecturers alike in improving the performance ofFAR400.
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1. Introduction

The academic perfonnance of student enrolling in any course at the university level is
reflected by their grade which eventually contributed to the cumulative grade point average
(CGPA) that detennines whether a student would graduate with a first class, second class or
third class degree. For students of the Bachelor of Accountancy (BAcc) ofUniversiti Teknologi
MARA (UiTM) excellent perfonnance is indicated by the first class degree with a CGPA of
equivalent to and more than 3.5. Therefore excellent grade of A+, A and A- with a credit value
of 4.00 and 3.67 respectively is imperative in every individual course towards achieving the
excellent perfonnance. However, an analysis of the previous result of the Principles and
Application of Financial Reporting Standards I paper coded as FAR400 from the context of
excellent is disappointing. This study is undertaken to identify and highlight potential factors
possibly affecting the students' performance from the student perspective. Consequently,
appropriate recommendations are made to help students and lecturers alike in improving the
perfonnance in this paper.

1.1 Problem statement

The students' performance in the FAR400 paper were discussed and debated as to its
mediocre results and lack of excellent grades of A+, A and A- in the course. As principles and
application of Financial Reporting Standards (FRS) is a major requirement in any financial
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Table 1. Correlation between the Academic Achievement in FAR400 and Potential Factors that
Affect Academic Performance

PRIOR KNOWLEDGE
INTEREST
MOTIVATION
CLASS
PARTICIPATION

Pearson Correlation
0.269
0.248
0.219
0.269

Sig. (2-tailed)
0.098
0.127
0.181
0.098

N
39
39
39
39

5. Conclusion and recommendation

This study identified ten (10) possible factors affecting students' academic performance
namely motivation, mathematics ability, English proficiency, interest on accounting subject,
prior knowledge on accounting, time management, study skills, class participation, effort level
and study habit. It was found that the main contributing factors on the lack of excellent grade
were shown by study habit, effort level and class participation. The study skill and time
management has influenced on the perfonnance to a certain degree. Prior knowledge also
impacted the students' performance to achieve excellence. Interest and English have less effect
on the students' performance in the course. Lastly, mathematics ability and motivation had not
been considered to be problems to the students.

It was established from the finding of the study that four (4) potential factors, namely
prior knowledge, interest on accounting subject, motivation and class patiicipation were
identified to be positively correlated to the student excellent perfonnance in the FAR400 paper.
Therefore, it was determined that only class participation was essential in affecting students'
performance.

It is recommended that active class participation should be encouraged by lecturers to
improve student performance. Teaching lecturer should adopt a variety of interactive and
participative teaching approaches such as group pop quiz and a compulsory pre-assign question
and answer session. The group pop quiz involves division of students into groups and each
group is required to prepare questions for other groups.

In addition the lecturer may require students to do course related preparation such as
reading relevant topic as laid out in the lesson plan prior to attending class. Since accounting
courses and classes are always perceived as a boring and dry subject, it is suggested that
lecturers lighten up their classes by making classes more cheerful for instance by incorporating
role play. As for the faculty administration, they have to take the initiative such as conducting
motivational workshop or boot camp for students taking the course during the first week of the
semester. The objective of such programs is to equip the students with the correct mindset and
behavior throughout the course.
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