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ABSTRACT

This paper presents an assimilation educational program for Rohingya children for their survival and 
development in Malaysia. Children deserve protection from authority as they are vulnerable to various 
issues and circumstances. The right to education, which is the central mechanism of human capital, is 
one of the most essential aspects in shaping children's behaviour and personality. Education provides 
knowledge that may prevent the involvement of children in crimes.  Hence, education for every child 
must be prioritised regardless of their status. This product aims to help Rohingya children to assimilate 
with Malaysian culture and identity that will indirectly help their survival and development in this 
country. This initiative will employ four strategies, which are the interactive book, selected videos, and 
stories related to Malaysia, and to be conducted within a week through a quasi-experiment technique. 
In terms of contribution and novelty, this product can be considered novel because the product (1) serves 
the international agenda, particularly the Child Rights Convention (CRC) and Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs), (2) utilises "education" as a bridging mechanism to enhance assimilation among 
Rohingya children in Malaysia, and is (3) comprehensive as it employs proactive strategies in producing 
the product. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

The issue of Rohingya refugees has been debated globally since the 1970s, as the Myanmar government 
continues to persecute the Rohingya. The Rohingyas have fled Myanmar and seek refuge in various 
countries, including neighbouring Bangladesh, Thailand, Malaysia, Indonesia, and others (Ullah, 2016). 
This topic has also been discussed among ASEAN nations. However, in the framework of the ASEAN 
policy of non-interference in state members' internal affairs, it is always difficult for members to address 
further with the Myanmar government on the concerns of the Rohingyas. Furthermore, the Rohingya 
problem has received worldwide attention. Indeed, the international organisation has compelled the 
Myanmar government for the human rights of the Rohingya; yet, a solution to this complicated issue 
remains elusive.

The Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) recognises the right of every child to 
education, regardless of their background or position (refugees, undocumented, stateless, and others). 
As all children should be able to study and grow, the CRC international standards identify education as 
a basic right, allowing refugee children to attain education. However, this right has been debated since 
the 2000s as Malaysia is a non-signatory of the 1951 Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees but 
is a signatory of the CRC., There are five (5) provisions under reservation on CRC including the right
of immigrants to free basic education. As a result, Rohingya children (along with other refugee children) 
are denied educational opportunities, thus, the inability to integrate into Malaysian society and 
indirectly influence their development in the future. 
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 Recognising the value of education, most Rohingya parents ensure that their children should 
have the opportunity in acquiring education (Tenaganita, 2008) and parallel to the need of having food 
and freedom (Lee, 2013). The need to assimilate with the locals of the host country through education 
has been highlighted since Americanization among European immigrants. As the immigrants learned 
and used English, they could assimilate and integrate into the local society (Strouse, 1987). This 
indicates the role of education that assists the immigrants to adapt to the new place, society, and 
environment.  
 The assimilation of the Rohingya in Malaysia is a survival strategy to integrate into local society 
even though that results in another 'genocide' of their culture and identity (O'Brien & Hoffstaedter, 
2020). Even they have to sacrifice their identity; the immigrants insist on assimilating as that 
continuously assists their survival and development in the transit countries like Malaysia (Wake & 
Cheung, 2016). This situation also happened among Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh who adapted the 
language and acquired education as part of their survival strategy (Ahmed et al., 2020). This situation 
shows the importance of education that acts as a tool in the assimilation process for their survival.  
 In Malaysia, Rohingya children are having difficulties in getting quality education due to 
several factors which are: (1) restriction to enter public schools, (2) disagreement to enter school by 
Rohingya parents, and (3) underqualified teachers in learning centers. Thus, it is necessary to 
comprehend the opportunities and accessibility of Rohingya children into public schools and the reasons 
to create awareness among Rohingya parents who are hesitant to send their children to the local schools. 
This is because the Rohingya in Malaysia are trapped for a long period in waiting for relocation to third 
countries or even to return to their original homeland, Myanmar. The COVID-19 pandemic has 
worsened the condition and increased challenges and hurdles for their repatriation. Most countries 
strengthened their border security to contain the transmission of the COVID-19 virus which indirectly 
will protect children. Besides, the principle of Jus Soli or birth right citizenship prevents the refugees 
from getting citizenship even when they are born in Malaysia (Letchamanan, 2013; Azlinariah et al., 
2018; Palik, 2020). As a result, the Rohingya children have to undertake other actions to survive in this 
transit country, and one of them is through attaining education for helping the assimilation process.  
 This paper presents an initiative called "Assimilation Educational Program for Rohingya 
Children for their Survival and Development", designed for the data collection of doctoral research that 
aims to study how education can be the bridging mechanism to enhance assimilation among Rohingya 
children for their survival and development.  
 
2. MATERIALS AND METHODS  
 
The initiative of "Assimilation Educational Program for Rohingya Children for their Survival and 
Development" employs four (4) strategies: 

1. Interactive book (printed and digital version) which comprises important information about 
Malaysia, which are culture (ethnicities – Malay, Chinese, Indian and others), and identity 
(Malaysian flag, traditional clothes, food, and others.) 

2. Selected videos and stories related to Malaysia will be shared during the educational program 
as supporting information to enhance the assimilation of the Rohingya children.  

3. The "Assimilation Educational Program for Rohingya Children for their Survival and 
Development" will be conducted within a week with the cooperation of the alternative learning 
centres and the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). 

4. Pre- and post-quasi-experiment will be conducted among Rohingya children at selected 
learning centres in Klang Valley. The application of the quasi-experiment technique is best 
suited to this study, which is based on a natural state and the effects or outcome will be 
measured through pre- and post-data collection (Salkind, 2012). 

 
3. CONTRIBUTION AND USEFULNESS/COMMERCIALISATION  
  
About the Product  
 The "Assimilation Educational Program for Rohingya Children for their Survival and 
Development" is designed in dual language (English and Malay languages). The decision to use these 
two languages is due to:  
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1. The Malay language is the national language of Malaysia, and Rohingya children need to be 
familiarised with the Malay language as part of their assimilation process. 

2. The English language is the official international language used by many countries. This is 
important for Rohingya children to survive if they were placed in any third country that used 
English as their national language (E.g., Australia, Canada, and others).

3. However, during the implementation of this program, a translator who is an expert in English, 
the Malay language, and the Rohingya languages will assist in communicating with Rohingya 
children at the alternative learning centres.

The "Assimilation Educational Program for Rohingya Children for their Survival and 
Development" covers culture (ethnicities – Malay, Chinese, Indian, and others) and identity (Malaysian 
flag, traditional clothes, food, and national flower). (Refer Figure 1).

Activity 1: Match the pictures Activity 2: Tick the right answer

Activity 3: Match and Circle Activity 4: Colouring
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Figure 1: Assimilation Educational Activities 

  
4. UNIQUENESS AND NOVELTY 
 
There are four (4) uniqueness and novelty of this initiative: 

1. This initiative is considered novel as it serves the international agenda, particularly the Child 
Rights Convention (CRC) and Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Although Malaysia is 
a non-signatory of the 1951 Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees; Malaysia is the 
state party of the CRC. Based on the CRC, Malaysia needs to provide free education at the 
primary level for all children regardless of their status. However, the Malaysian government 
currently reserved this clause and only allowed the establishment of alternative learning centers 
for refugee children. 

2. This initiative employed "education" as a bridging mechanism to enhance assimilation among 
Rohingya children in Malaysia. Education is a powerful tool that serves as the "means" to 
achieve the "end". In the context of this study, the main aim (end) is to help Rohingya children 
to assimilate with Malaysian culture and identity—this will help their survival and 
development. This is supported by Richard Mayo-Smith (1894) in Kivisto and Faist (2010), 
who mentioned two primary factors contributing to assimilation, which are education and 
citizenship rights. Meanwhile, Kalmijn and Kraaykamp (2018) mentioned that the 
socioeconomic success of second-generation migrants is mostly due to education. 

3. This initiative is considered comprehensive as it utilised four strategies, which are the 
interactive book (printed and digital version), selected videos, and stories related to Malaysia, 
designed to be conducted within a week through a quasi-experiment technique.  

4. This initiative is originally developed based on doctoral research undertaken by the main author 
of this paper. Hence, this is considered as the novelty of this product. Once this initiative is 
implemented, the product (interactive book and the implementation of this program) will be 
improved continuously. Further, this initiative can be replicated by other parties to enhance 
assimilation among Refugee children. 
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5.POTENTIAL FOR COMMERCIALISATION

This initiative will be improved based on the implementation among Rohingya children at the 
alternative learning centres (proposed data collection will be in January 2022). The revised version of 
this initiative will be proposed for a complete "Module of Assimilation among Rohingya children". 
Following this idea, this initiative will have the potential to be commercialised to alternative learning 
centres in Malaysia and be promoted to other neighbouring countries. This initiative is not aimed at 
creating high profit; however, it will serve as part of the responsibility of Malaysia to ensure the survival 
and development of Rohingya children.

6. CONCLUSION 

"All children are our children", thus, children regardless of their status require care and protection as 
they are vulnerable to the surrounding. The "Assimilation Educational Program for Rohingya Children 
for their Survival and Development" will serve as a novel initiative to help the country fulfil its 
responsibility in line with CRC and SDGs. 
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