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ABSTRACT

The Relationship Between The Socio - Economic Status 
(SES) 
And

Reading and Comprehension Performance of Form One Students 
In

Sekolah Menengah Kebangsaan Sultan Ismail 11 Kemaman 
Terengganu

By
Zakawi bin Alias

The purpose of this study is to investigate whether there is a 
relationship between the socio-economic status (SES) and reading 
comprehension performance of a group of Form One students in 
schools of Malaysia. Various studies have been conducted in the past 
that examined the relationship between reading comprehension and 
SES, reading comprehension and the students’ reading schemata and 
so on. Previous studies have shown that there is significant 
relationship between SES and reading comprehension performance of 
the students. The outcome of this study, showed a positive correlation 
between these two aspects. In addition, two sets of questionnaires are 
used in order to gather the information on the students’ reading 
comprehension performance, their SES background and their reading 
routine. ‘Parametric Correlation (Pearson Product-Moment) is used to 
analyze the data collected, whether the correlation between SES and 
reading comprehension performance is positive, normal, or negative. 
Analysis of the data showed that there is a relationship between 
students’ comprehension performance and their SES.

ii



Table of content

List of table Page

Chapter I

1- Introduction
Background 1
Statement of the problem 3
Purpose of the study 5
Significance of the study 6
Research questions 7
Limitation of the study 7
Delimitation of the study 8
Definition of Term 9

Chapter II

2- Review of the related literature

Introduction 10
SES and Academic Performance 11
Parental Support 11
Reading Comprehension 13
Summary 20

Chapter III

3- Research Design and Methodology

Introduction 23
Population 24
Sample and sample selection 24
Data gathering instrument 25
Procedures employed 27
Data analysis 30

Chapter IV
4- Analysis of Data

Introduction 31
Analysis of Reading Comprehension Test 31
Analysis of Survey Questionnaire #1 34
Analysis of Survey Questionnaire #2 36
Parametric Correlation (Pearson Product-Moment) 48 
Discussion of Result 54
Interpretation of Data 55

iv



Interpretation of Reading comprehension Test
Interpretation of Survey Questionnaire #1 57
Interpretation of Survey Questionnaire #2 57

Chapter V
5- Conclusion

Introduction 62
Summary of finding 62
Recommendation for Further Research 65

Appendices

Sample of the Reading and Comprehension text 
Cover letter
Questionnaires

References

v


