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ABSTRACT

Entrepreneurship course at UiTM and UMT offers the students an educational
experience based on active teaching and learning concept. The success of the
course in improving the graduates’ intention and interest towards
entrepreneurship is being studied. This research attempted to identify the
contents of Entrepreneurial course that emphasize active teaching and learning
approaches and their relationships towards enhancing students' entrepreneurial
intention and interest. Critical aspects of the course’s seven main contents are
being tested. The course contents include business plan initial preparations,
business plan developmental stage, business plan presentations, lectures and
tutorial, learning materials, seminar, and examinations. Results of the test
conducted with one hundred and thirty five respondents, show high validity and
reliability of the questionnaire. All course contents have strong correlations with
entrepreneurial intention and interest. However, Independent T-test and One-
way ANOVA indicated that the whole demographics background of respondents
do not shows any significant differences with active teaching & learning,
entrepreneurial interest and intention accept under institution categories and
CGPA score levels with entrepreneurial interest. By the ways, respond given by
respondents shown that 92 per cent supported the statement about attending
entrepreneurship course will able to promoting entrepreneur profesion to them.
Though, the findings could help in identifying the core element considered to
have strong relationship towards developing entrepreneurial intention and
interest among graduates. It is recommended that greater focus are given to
these core contents particularly in fine-tuning the course syllabus and in
allocating the necessary educational resources for entrepreneurial educations

at higher learning institutions.
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1.0

CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

The Malaysian government has initiated various entrepreneurship
programs to encourage the people’s involvement in small scale business
or Small and Medium Enterprise that has been identified as a key
contributor to the nation’s economic growth and the society’s well-being.
Entrepreneurship courses in universities are among the key steps towards
inculcating entrepreneurial spirit among graduates as early exposures to
entrepreneurship skills are essential towards developing future
entrepreneurs (Basu and Virick, 2008). Nevertheless, the program’s
effectiveness in meeting its fundamental objective- turning graduates into
entrepreneurs is still uncertain. According to the Ministry of Higher
Education, only 5.4 per cent of 108,273 Malaysian university graduates in

2006 became entrepreneurs upon graduation (Hasnan, 2008).

The low involvement rate was found to be related to various reasons
including family background, environmental factors, monetary aspects as
well as self-belief of own competency and characteristics etc. Albeit,
entrepreneurship course at universities was designed to allow students
discover and nourish, throughout the learning process, their own
potentials, skills and interest towards entrepreneurships, as part of vital
preparations to become an entrepreneurs. The entrepreneurial course
content at most local universities adopted both active teaching and
learning concepts. Active teaching and learning approach involved
proactive element implemented on the students and educators teaching
and learning process that encourage critical thinking and problem solving

skill among students (Hayn, 2006).

1.1 BACKGROUND AND PROBLEM STATEMENT

Early exposures to knowledge and entrepreneurship skills are

important factors in developing successful entrepreneurs.
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