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1.1 INTRODUCTION 

CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

Concern about multiracial country as Malaysia, a lot of issues arises regarding 

to this matter. Inter-marriages is one of the issues that always been a problem by 

spouse with different races or ethnic. The background of Malaysia's multiracial 

was shown from the Stone Age where the arrival of immigrants in Borneo and 

Peninsular Malaysia. "[m]alayness, is being a bumiputera in Malaysia. The 

constitution specifies that Malay habitually speaks Malay, is a Muslim, and 

practices the Malay culture. Thus, two features of being Malay are cultural. 

Ethnicity is the key to any discussion of identity in Malaysia. Malays are the 

product of two waves of migration from Yunnan in China. Stone Age migrants left 

traces of their culture in Peninsular Malaya and crossed the then land bridge to 

Borneo. Tribal elements continue to exist in the jungles and mountains of the 

peninsula, and their descendants were once known collectively as the 'Wild Men 

of Borneo' they are known as the Kadazan, the Dusun in Borneo and are 

bumiputera also." (Ronald D. Palme, 2007) 1. 

From the statement above Malaysia being a multiracial country with different 

ethnic and culture living together using one rule that have been implement by 

1 The author, Ronald D. Palmer a retired career diplomat, served as u. s. ambassador successively to Togo, 
Malaysia, and Mauritius during his thirty-two year Foreign Service career. A member of the American 
Diplomacy Publishers board of directors, he is now professor emeritus at The George Washington 
University in Washington, D. C. 
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