UNIVERSITI TEKNOLOGI MARA

THE TREND OF RECIDIVISM IN IOWA

NUR SYAHIDA SAHIRAH BINTI NOR ZAINAL (2016692872)
PUTERI KHALIDAH BINTI MASTOR (2016692954)
NURUL AMIRAH BINTI AHAMD MOHSEN (2016692966)

Final Year Project Submitted in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements
for the Degree of

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE (HONS.) STATISTICS

FACULTY OF COMPUTER AND MATHEMATICAL SCIENCES

JULY 2019



ABSTRACT

Recidivism can be defined as act repeating or return to the criminal behaviour by the
same or different type of offense. A recidivist refers to a person that commits crimes
again after being released from prison. The focus of this study is to examine the trend
of recidivism in lowa. This study aims to determine the common race that does
recidivism, the average day for the criminal to commit crime again after release, and to
find out whether all the recidivists do the same type of crimes for the first and second
times. In addition. this study examined the relationship between age of release for the
first time and number of days recidivists take to commit crime again. In this study, the
researchers used descriptive, normality and non-parametric tests as the methodology.
Descriptive statistics were used to determine the normality of distribution. This method
was used to achieve the first, second and third objectives in this study. Next, normality
and non-parametric tests were used to fulfil the last objective of the study. The study
found that recidivism is commonly done by Blacks rather than Whites and most of the
recidivists repeat the same crime again after being released from their first
imprisonment within 13 months. Finally. there is a significantrelationship between age
of release for the first imprisonment and number of days recidivists take to commit
crime again. For future studies, it is recommended for researchers to look into local data
to better explain the trend of recidivism in the Malaysian context.
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