
A LEGAL REVIEW ON THE CONTEMPT OF COURT IN MALAYSIA 

By 

Saiful Haq Bin Khider 

Intan Natasha Binti Yusri 

Muhammad Afiq Asyraf Bin Mohd Nardin (2010813762) 

Submitted in Partial Fulfillment of the 

Requirements for the Bachelor in Legal studies (Hons) 

Universiti Teknologi MARA 

Faculty of Law 

December 2012 

The students/authors confirm that the work submitted is their own and that 
appropriate credit has been given where reference has been made to the work of 

others 



ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

We would like to give special thanks to those who contribute and kindly assist 

and help us in working on the completion of this project paper: 

l.Miss Siti Nuramani Abdul Manab, a lecturer in the Faculty of Law in 

Universiti Teknologi MARA (UiTM) who has been appointed as our 

supervisor of this project paper. She deserves a special mention for her role 

in this work as we would like to thank her for her admirable and unrewarded 

dedication in assisting and guiding us from the beginning until completing of 

this project paper. Her professional standards and goals and also her 

assessment which is done once a week have made us strive to do better in 

presenting this project paper. 

2. Also a special thanks to Mr. Bhadarul Baharain for his kindness in allowing 

us to interview him for further research on issues pertaining to the law on 

contempt of court in Malaysia for the sake of our project paper. 

3. Further, we would like to thanks to the University Teknologi MARA of Shah 

Alam library for allowing us to use their facilities, documents and materials. 

4. Last but not least, to our families and close friends, for the encouragements, 

financial and eternal support throughout the completion of this project paper, 

we would to give a heartfelt thanks to them. 



ABSTRACT 

This project paper is a legal research study on the law governing the contempt of 

court in Malaysia .Contempt of court is an element used by the court to help protect 

the dignity of the administration of justice in a court session. Presently, the law 

governing the contempt of court in Malaysia is scattered and insufficient thus 

exposed to the abuse of power by the judicial system and caused injustice to the 

society, as the bench mark of what would amount to contempt of court are not 

described and defined in any Act that is available in Malaysia. 

A comparative study with the law governing the contempt of court in the United 

Kingdom will be used as a guideline and prove in laying out the weaknesses and 

loopholes on the law of contempt of court in our country. 

The purpose of this paper is to review the laws that govern the contempt of court 

in Malaysia. Many scholars have pointed out on the great importance of having our 

own contempt of court act and even the Bar Council have delivered their own 

proposed contempt of court act. However, the proposed act which have been 

proposed on the year 1999 is still under consideration of the Attorney General 

Chamber until the present day. 

Along the journey to complete this project paper, we have found out there are 

quite number of reasons for the improving the existing law governing the contempt 

of court in Malaysia. We also stumble upon cases pertaining to contempt of court 

that arises due to the lack of knowledge on the part of the litigant on what amount to 

contempt of court. 

Thus, we hope our study could bring light to the legal issues that have arisen 

due to the lack of law governing the contempt of court in Malaysia. Furthermore, it 

would also help in assisting the policy makers in Malaysia in improving the law by 

reviewing the current laws on contempt of court in Malaysia. 
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CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 

This proposal would be on reviewing the law on contempt of court in Malaysia. 

This proposal would include these following elements which are Introduction, Research 

Background, Research Question, Research Objectives, Research Methodology, Scope of 

Research, Limitation of Research, Significance of Research, Literature Review, 

Provisional Plan and References. 

1.1 RESEARCH BACKGROUND 

Contempt of court is an element used by the court to help protect the dignity of 

the administration of justice in a court session. It is used to ensure that the public does 

not interfere in the course of administration of j'ustice. Contempt of court is enforced to 

give our courts power effectively to protect the right of the public by ensuring that the 

administration of justice shall not be obstructed or prevented1. Therefore, the common 

belief in which that contempt of court is enforced for the protection of the judges is 

wrong. 

Contempt of court is also applied in Malaysia. This is to ensure that the course of 

administration of justice in Malaysia is not interfered. The provisions that cover the 

enforcement of contempt of court in Malaysia are rather scattered. The provisions that 

cover the enforcement of contempt of court in Malaysia are the Civil Law Act 1956, 

Subordinate Courts Act 1948, Courts of Judicature Act 1964, and the Federal 

Constitution which very recently has been combined under one Act which is The Rules 

Gomez, Jerald A. "Contempt of Court." The Journal Of Malaysian BarXXX, no. 2 (2001). 
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