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ABSTRACT

This research has been conducted to analyze the existing legal framework in
Malaysia governing acid violence, where, special references have been made to the
legal position in India and Bangladesh. The research aims to examine the adequacy
of Malaysian law regarding the sale of certain types of acid commonly used in the
attack, and also the means or mechanisms of remedy or compensation that can be
provided to the victims, as well as to scrutinize any protection measures available to
the victims. This is because acid violence victims are inflicted with severe physical,
psychological and social scarring. Despite the gravity of the situation, there is still
limited access to medical or psychological assistance to them, and the current law
has been submitted to be inadequate in providing awareness to the public. Although
the issue of acid violence is seasonal in Malaysia, the research attempts to take
precautionary steps towards this issue, and for that matter, the legal position in India
and Bangladesh have been chosen as references because of their experiences in
handling the acid violence, as the issue had been long subsisted in their countries.
Admittedly, Malaysia’s acid attack rating may seem insignificant compared to other
countries, but we seek for our country to take the lead in perfecting the people’s need,
be it from the smallest issue to the biggest. Therefore, at the end of the research,
several recommendations have been laid out in hope that they could fill the gaps in
the knowledge on the current laws governing acid violence in Malaysia.
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

1.0 Introduction

This paper aims to examine the adequacy of the legal framework for governing acid
violence and its victims in Malaysia in curbing the rise of acid violence cases in
Malaysia. The structure of this paper begins with a background explaining the
problems and dilemmas faced by Malaysian pertaining to the crime of acid violence.
Secondly, the research questions and the objectives of this research are explained.
The significance of the research will explain about on the necessity for the research
to be carried out. This will be followed by the scope of this research. In pursuance to
this, the limitation and the research of the study are explained as well. Last but not

least, the outline of the structure of the paper and the conclusion.

1.1 Background

Acid crimes’ involve intentional acts of violence in which the perpetrators throw,
spray or pour acid onto the victims’ face and body. This vicious form of aggression
against human beings usually causes skin tissue to melt, often exposing bones below
the flesh and sometimes even dissolving the bones.? As acid melts the flesh and even
the bones of a person, it causes an unparalleled degree of pain, leaving the victim
mutilated and scarred as well as giving her permanent disabilities, for example,
blindness. More often than not, these attacks by the perpetrators are viewed as

retaliatory or meant for teaching a lesson to adamant women.

The terms “acid crime” and “acid attacks” are used interchangeably. “Acid attacks” refer to
specific incidents usually involving throwing acid at one or more individuals who are the
intended victims of the attacks. “Acid crime” is a broader term that includes acts such as
forcing a victim to ingest acid. Acid violence is also sometimes referred to as “vitriolage.”
Anwary A, "Acid Violence And Medical Care In Bangladesh: Women’s Activism as
Carework.", (2003) Gender & Society Journal 305.

Keerthi Bollineni, Gender-Based Violence in Public Places: Acid Throwing, ( Cequin India
2010) p. 15.



