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ABSTRACT

This research focuses on the copyrighted materials used by the students at
the Law Faculty of UiTM in which the researchers themselves are law
students at UITM Shah Alam. It has been observed that, the law students at
UiTM are a group of students that come from diverse economic and social
backgrounds. Regardless of their economic and social background, all these
students require access to copyrighted materials such as text books, case law
reports and law journals for the purpose of their study and research. This
research collected data using survey as instrument to investigate the source
and the type of copyrighted materials that were accessed by them, the
purpose of accessing and re-using the copyrighted materials and the level of
knowledge about copyright law and fair dealing exceptions. Based on the
survey, it is found that the law students at UiTM need to have a clear policy
which enables them to access and re-use the copyrighted materials without
violating the copyright law. Therefore, it becomes the aim of this research to
develop a set of policy on access to and re-use of copyrighted materials
among the law students of UiTM Shah Alam. In developing the policy, this
research analyzes the existing law that governs access to and re-use of
copyrighted materials in Malaysia. This research is given an international
outlook through a comparative study of the copyright laws in three countries
which are the United Kingdom, the United States and Australia. A policy
analysis has also been conducted on the policies of selected universities from
these countries in order to discover the best policy model that can be
proposed by this research. At the end of this research, it recommends a set of
policy on access to and re-use of copyrighted materials for the students at

UITM law faculty.
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CHAPTER 1 INTRODUCTION

1.1 BACKGROUND

A. Copyrighted Materials

Copyright is a form of intellectual property right that confers onto the
creator of original works the exclusive rights to reproduce, publish, perform,
communicate and adapt the works. These rights enable the creator to control
the commercial exploitation of his works. Copyright protects literary,
dramatic, musical, artistic, and certain other intellectual works, both
published and unpublished. Literally, a copyrighted material is a work which

someone has claimed the legal right over it.'

Previously, copyrighted material is only with reference to copying of books.
Over time, other uses such as translations and derivative works were made
subject to copyright and copyright now covers a wide range of works,
including maps, performances, paintings, photographs, sound recordings,

motion pictures and computer programs.

Currently, national copyright laws have been standardized to some extent
through international and regional agreements such as Berne
Convention.”One of the biggest changes implemented by the adoption of the

Berne Convention was to extend copyright protection to unpublished works,

! Tay Pek San, Intellectual Property Law In Malaysia (Sweet & Maxwell Asia, 2013)
313.

History of copyright Ilaw (2013) Wikipedia The Free Encyclopedia
<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of copyright law>
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