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ABSTRACT 

This research mainly focuses on the Personal Data Protection Act (PDPA) on how it 

works and how it is govern whether in national level or international level. The 

PDPA has been gazetted on the year Of 2010 but still not coming into forced. Here, 

the effectiveness of the PDPA will be fully analysed whereby all the pros and cons 

will be stated. The series of literature are reviewed as we compared the PDPA of 

Malaysia with other countries for example China, Republic of Korea, India and 

United States of America. From the literature review also look on the international 

instrument that governs the personal data for instances European Directive, for 

Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), the Asia-Pacific Economic 

Cooperation (APEC) and many more. Besides the literature review also proof that 

the PDPA of Malaysia is still not perfect and need to be improved as all of us are 

concerned that the personal data transfer are happened everyday and every second in 

the world. This research hopes to assist the government to make a better PDPA and 

also to help people to understand the important of PDPA. 
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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 

Transborder data flow in this millennium era had become significant in every person 

life. It has become part of anything that a person done. This research is proposed 

because there is insufficient knowledge of a citizen on adequacy of protection 

regarding the matter in Malaysia. This proposal is divided into 11 sections. Firstly is 

this introduction. Secondly is the background where the definition and problem 

statement is discussed. Thirdly is research statement which followed with the 

objectives of the research. Fifth is the research methodology where a procedure to 

conduct the research is explain. Next is the scope of this research that listed the 

general view of the depth of the research. It is followed with limitation of the 

research that listed the probability of problem that may arise in conducting the 

research. At number eight, it is the significant of this research. Here, the advantage 

after conducting the research is listed. Next at number nine is the literature review 

where the summaries of sources are combining to discuss the topic and issues. 

Second last is the grant chart of the proposed flow of the research. Lastly at number 

eleven is the bibliography section where all the sources in conducting the proposal 

are listed. The chapters of this research consist of introduction, international 

instrument, transborder data flow, Personal Data Protection Act 2010, transborder 

data flow under Personal Data Protection Act, and adequacy. 

1.1 BACKGROUND 

The number of transborder civil and commercial matters involving personal data 

issues are increasing as globalisation and e-commerce continue to grow. As a result, 

the need for a consistent and predictable regime for the application of international 

data transfer rules is a recurrent issue at the domestic, regional and international 
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