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ABSTRACT

The use of a variety of brainstorming activities has great potential to promote speaking skills
in English as a Second Language (ESL) classroom. This exploratory research sets out to
explore the types of brainstorming activities used to promote students’ speaking skills and to
find out how brainstorming activities in cooperative group learning can promote speaking
skills. Students” and teachers’ perspectives on the use of brainstorming in cooperative group
learning are gathered to seek the opinions on how brainstorming helps to promote students’
speaking skills. In this study, 321 Form Four students of an urban secondary school in
Kuching were involved. The data were obtained through the analysis of students’
questionnaire, interviews with three language teachers as well as the observations in classes
during the cooperative group learning sessions. From the findings, it was found that the types
of brainstorming activities most frequently used by English teachers to promote speaking
skills are using word lists, word mapping and pictures. The study also indicated that both
students and teachers have positive perceptions towards the use of brainstorming activities in
cooperative group learning to promote speaking skills. The study concludes by providing
some recommendations that this strategy has pedagogical implications that are relevant to
students and teachers as it contributes to the increase in students’ motivation, confidence and
participation as shown from students’ positive behaviour during classroom observations.
Hence, findings from this study provide a new insight and knowledge in understanding how
the use of brainstorming in cooperative group learning can promote speaking skills to reduce
anxiety and reluctance of students speaking in the second language.
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Introduction

Brainstorming is the random generation of ideas based around a topic and a technique of
decision making that can be employed in any situation where participation is expected. This
cooperative group learning strategy is a useful activity that can be easily introduced into
language classes. Brainstorming in a large or small group encourages students to focus on the
free flow of ideas. The teacher may begin by posing a question or a problem, or by
introducing a topic. Students then express possible answers such as relevant words and ideas.
Contributions are accepted without criticism or judgement. Initially, some students may be
reluctant to speak out in a group situation but brainstorming is an open sharing activity which
promotes all students to participate. By expressing ideas and listening to what others say,
students fine-tune their previous knowledge or understanding, accommodate and increase
their levels of awareness.

In addition, it is a fun activity which students enjoy and worth trying in speaking lessons.
Blake & DeVries (2004) suggested that the key to encouraging speaking skills in the
classroom is by creating the proper environment, relaxed, and social interaction with peers.
Hence, the aim of this study is to explore the use of brainstorming in cooperative group
learning to promote speaking skills among Form Four students in a secondary school in
Kuching. In addition, this study aims to uncover both the teachers’ and students’ perceptions
on the use of this teaching and learning method in the classroom. This chapter is an
introduction to the research project. Through this study. it discusses the background of the
study, the statement of the problem, the significance of the study, limitation of the study and

definition of terms.



