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ABSTRACT

This research analysed the weaknesses of the current practise on questioning
techniques used for child witnesses and to give recommendation with the intention
to increase the reliability and the quality of evidence given by a child witness. The
First chapter discussed the research objectives, methodology, scope and limitations
and problem statement. In addition, all the necessary conceptual features are
introduced to ensure the readers to understand about the research. The second
chapter explained on the psychological state and capabilities of a child that needs to
be understand before questioning a child witness. In the third chapter, the
researchers pointed out other relevant factors that may affect the accuracy of
evidence given by a child witness. The fourth chapter discussed on the findings
based on several semi-structured interviews. Our research concludes with
recommendations in guiding to better techniques in questioning a child witness and
other methods that may help in increasing the accuracy of evidence given by
children.



TABLE OF CONTENTS
Acknowledgement
Abstract
Table of Contents
CHAPTER ONE : INTRODUCTION
1.0 Introduction
1.1 Problem Statement
1.2 Research Objective
1.3 Research Methodology
1.3.1 Library Based Research
1.3.2 Internet Based Research
1.3.3 Semi-structured Interviews
1.4 Research Significance
1.4.1 Academician
1.4.2 Government
1.4.3 Royal Malaysian Police
1.4.4 Legal Practitioners
1.5 Research Scope and Limitation
1.5.1 Research Scope
1.5.2 Research Limitation
1.6 Conceptual Features
1.6.1 Child
1.6.2 Childs Act 2001 (Act 611)
1.6.3 Child of Tender Years
1.6.4 Child Witness
1.6.5 Conventions on the Rights of the Child (CRC)

1.6.6 Competency

A~ N

wn WO

N 9 Y Y Y Y Y O



1.6.7 Cross-Examination 9
1.6.8 Evidence Act 1950 (Act 56) 9
1.6.9 Evidence of Child Witness Act 2007 (Act 676) 10

1.6.10 Examination-in-Chief 10
1.6.11 Re-examination 10
1.7 Concluding Remarks 10

CHAPTER TWO : CHILD DEVELOPMENT AND ITS EFFECT IN
QUESTIONING TECHNIQUES

2.0 Introduction 12
2.1 Child Development 12
2.1.1 Development Phases of a Child 12

2.1.1.1 Pre-School 13

2.1.1.2 Middle-Aged Children 17

2.1.1.3 Adolescences 20

2.1.2  Children’s Memory in Stressful Events 22

2.1.3 Individual Differences in Children’s Memories 24
2.1.3.1 Child’s Temperament 24

2.1.3.2 Parents’ Attachment and Communication 25

with the Child
2.1.3.3 Gender 25
2.2 Advantages in Practicing the Right Questioning 26
Techniques
2.3 Types of Questions Asked in Court 26
2.3.1 Ambiguous Question 26
2.3.2 Argumentative Question 26
2.3.3 Asked and Answered 27
2.3.4 Close-ended Question 27

2.3.5 Complex Question 28



