POLITICAL SUPPORT MODEL AMONG WOMEN : A CASE STUDY
AT THE NORTHERN STATES IN MALAYSIA

RESEARCH MANAGEMENT INSTITUTE (RMI)
UNIVERSITI TEKNOLOGI MARA
40450 SHAH ALAM, SELANGOR

MALAYSIA

BY:

NAZNI BIN NOORDIN
ZAHERAWATI BINTI ZAKARIA
MOHD ZOOL HILMIE BIN MOHAMED SAWAL
PROF DR.ZALIHA HJ HUSSIN

FEBRUARY 2012



Table of Contents

6.
7.

o W DN P

Letter of Report Submission........c.cc.........
Letter of Offer (Research Grant)...............

Acknowledgements.......cccccceinniiieiniiieeenene

Enhanced

Research Title and Objectives

5.5 1V E=Y g Yoo [o] (oo 2R EPTRUTUPUPRRP :

5.6 RESUILS AN DiSCUSSION . ..iiiitietiieeeee i eeeee e e e e e e e e e ae e e e e e s e e s aes b aeseesseesesbbasaseeeseeseserenes ]

5.7 Conclusion and ReCOMMENAATION ... ..ciiuui ittt r e e e e e e e e e s e ereeas 2

5.8 References/Bibliography . ... e Z

Research

Appendix

(@ L (o7 o ] 0 1 = 2



Mssmasm

UNIVERSITI

TEKNOLOGI
Ruj. Kami : 00-RMI/SSP/FRGS 5/3/Fsp (34/2010) MARA
Tarikh : Jun2011 PEMENANG

Anuoerah Kuaiiti
Percfana Menteri

2008

Pn Zaherawati Zakaria

Fakulti Sains Pentadbiran dan Pengajian Polisi
Universiti Teknologi MARA Cawangan Kedah
Peti Surat 187

08400 Wierbok, Kedah

Puan

KELULUSAN PERMOHONAN PERTUKARAN KETUA PROJEK PENYELIDIKAN

Political Support Model Among Women : A Case Study At The
Northern States In Malaysia

Kod Projek 600-RMI/SSP/FRGS 5/3/Fsp (34/2010)
Ketua Projek Pn Zaherawati Zakaria

Tajuk Projek

Dengan segala hormatnya, perkara di atas adalah dirujuk.

2. Institut  Pengurusan  Penyelidikan (RMI) telah menerima dan  meluluskan
permohonan pertukaran ketua projek penyelidikan daripada pihak puan adalah seperti berikut:-

Bil Nama Fakulti/Cawangan Tarikh Kuatkuasa
1 En Nazni Noordin Fakulti Sains Pentadbiran dan 15/05/2011
Pengajian Polisi, UITM Kedah

3 Untuk makluman pihak puan, ahli projek tidak dibenarkan untuk menggunakan projek
penyelidikan ini sebagai syarat tamat penyelidikan untuk tujuan pengesahan dalam jawatan.

4. Sehubungan itu, RMI berharap pihak puan dapat menghasilkan projek penyelidikan yang
iebih baik dan lancar mengikut garis panduan yang telah ditetapkan dalam surat kelulusan RMI
sebelum ini.

Sekian, harap maklum dan terima kasih.

“SELAMAT MENJALANKAN PENYELIDIKAN DENGAN JAYANYA”

s.k.:
Rektor, UiTM Cawangan Kedah,
F Peti Surat 187, 08400 Merbok, Keciah
/RS
ong Nalb Canselor (Penyelidikan) .603-5544 2094/2095 Bahagian Penerbitan :603-5544 1425/2785 Penolong Pentadbiran :603-5544 2090
jian Penyelidikan :603-5544 2097/2091/2101/5521 1462  Bahagian Sokongan ICT :603-5544 3097/2104/5521 1461  Fax 1603-5544 2096 /2767
jian Perundingan :603-5544 2100/2787/2092 /2093 Bahagian Sains .603 5544 2098/5521 1463 Unit Kewangan Zon 17 :603-5544 3404

jian Inovasi:603-5544 2750/2747/2748 Pejabat Am :603-5544 2559/2057/5521 1636 :603-5521 1386



4. Enhanced Research Title and Objectives
(if any)
Original Title as Proposed:

THE MODEL OF WOMEN PARTICIPATION IN POLITICAL LANDSCAPE
IN NORTHERN REGION, MALAYSIA

Improved/Enhanced Title:
NA
Original Objectives as Proposed:

In general, this study will examine the political support of women in Northern
States in Malaysia by identifying the five determinants (the political
community, regime principles, regime performance, regime institutions and
political actors ). Specifically the objectives of this study are:
a. To identify to what extent the political support of women in
Northern States
b. To examine the relationship amongst the regimes in measuring
the democracy practice in Northern States towards women’s
political support.
c. To generate standards for measuring political support of women

in Northern States

Improved/Enhanced Objectives:

In general, this study will examine the women’s political support in Northern
States of Malaysia by using five determinants, i.e; the political community,
regime principles, regime performance, regime institutions and political
actors . Specifically the objectives of this study are:
a. To examine what elements can influence political support among
women in northern states of Malaysia.
b. To come out with a model of women political support in Malaysia

specifically in northern states of Malaysia.



5. Report

5.1 Proposed Executive Summary

The study of political support has traditionally been considered as central to the analysis of
political processes and, especially, of democratic political systems. Even if citizens’
participation in their self-government is the defining feature of democratic systems, there are
several and differing understandings of which should be the real degree of citizens’
involvement in government. Thus, there is no consensus around which is the most adequate
level of citizen participation in the government of the polity for a good functioning of

democracy.

Recent decades have withessed growing demands for the inclusion and empowerment of
women and minorities in elected office. Feminist theorists suggest that the presence of
women leaders facilitates the articulation of different perspectives on political issues, where
elected representatives are not just 'standing as’ women but also 'acting for’ women as a
group. If so, then the under-representation of women in parliament may have important
consequences for the public policy agenda and for the articulation of women’s interests, as
well as for the legitimacy of democratic bodies. Inclusiveness is widely regarded as one of
the key values of democratic politics, so that all major social cleavages have a voice in the
policy making process, whether the politically relevant groups are defined by gender,

ethnicity, region, socio economic status, age, or education.

Women’s membership in all political parties in Malaysia is also in the sidelines and not in the
mainstream party. Women wings in political parties remain secondary to men despite them
fulfilling crucial grass roots role during the campaigning period of each general election.
While men in the party’s youth wings can ‘climb up’ the party hierarchy into the mainstream
party, women seems to be constrained within their respective wings perpetually playing a
supportive and secondary role to their male counterparts. There still exists a significant
gender gap or gender inequality both in Malaysia when one reviews all the areas of modem
life. Even though women in Malaysia have achieved considerable progress in the two areas
of basic human rights-education and health-they have not made much headway in terms of
economic participation and political empowerment in their own society.Realizing the very
importance of political support of women in Malaysia, it is crucial to scrutinize the women
support in it's respective Northern States . Therefore, this study will particularly examine the

womens’ acceptance of the political system practice in Northern States in Malaysia.



