
MARINE POLLUTION: 

A STUDY INTO INSUFFICIENCY OF PUNISHMENT IMPOSED ON OIL 

SPILLAGE IN MALAYSIA 

By 

Nadiia Md Yazid 

Adam Idris 

Syazwani Turiman 

(2004328687) 

(2004328289) 

(2004317489) 

Submitted in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements 

for the Bachelor in Legal Studies (Hons) 

University Teknologi MARA (UiTM) 

Faculty of Law 

April 2007 

The students confirm that the work submitted is their own and that appropriate 

credit has been given where reference has been made to the work of others. 



i i 

Acknowledgements 

This research project has been carried out Adam Idris (2004328289), Nadiia Md. 

Yazid (2204328687) and Syazwani Turiman (2004317489) from Part 5 of Bachelor in 

Legal Studies (Hons), Law Faculty, UiTM Shah Alam. 

We would like to convey our greatest appreciation to Allah for blessing us with 

good health and beautiful peoples in helping us and another to accomplish our research 

project. 

We would like to express the deepest appreciation to our supervisor, Puan. Rohani 

Mohd. Shah who has the attitude and the substance of a genius, she continually and 

convincingly conveyed a spirit of adventure in regard to research, and an excitement in 

regard to teaching. Without her guidance and persistent help this research paper would 

not have been possible. 

We would like to thank Mr. Badron Ismail, the Head of Maritime Contingency 

Unit from the Navigation Safety Department who's willingly to give cooperation and 

provide answer for the questions during the interview session. The interview certainly 

helps to clear some uncertain matter for us relating to the topic. 

In addition, a thank you to the libraby staffs at the Department of Environment in 

Putrajaya for lending their hands in helping us to find suitable material for our research 

paper. Their patience in entertaining our needs is deeply appreciated. 

We also would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge our family members 

especially our parents and also our dearest friends for their continuous supports and 

undying love which give strength to us to complete this research paper. 



IV 

ABSTRACT 

As a developing costal state, geographically located in a region of intense oil 

exploration and development activities and lying across the main oil transport route 

between the oil exporting countries in West Asia and Japan and other importing countries 

in the East, Malaysia cannot expect to totally escape pollution. 

The Straits of Malacca is by the same token one of the busiest waterways in the 

world. Traffics statistics show that the strait is passing by more that 60,000 vessel 

annually. Over three million barrels of petroleum products transverse the strait everyday 

of which'61% is carried by tankers of more than 100, 000 dwt and 30% by tankers more 

than 200, 000 dwt. 

In the course of their passage vessels are known to discharge their bilges and 

ballast waters with the upshot being that good part of which will end up on our beaches 

as oil residues of beach tar. In April 1979, a 10, 000 ton spill of crude oil due to a 

collision between two vessels in the South China Sea. Whereas in the Straits of Malacca, 

the "Showa Maru" spill in 1975 of 6,000 tons of crude oil. Collision and grounding 

remain the principal causes of oil spills in our water. 

There are several laws regulating oil spillage in Malaysia whereby punishment 

being imposed for the offences committed. Despite having these punishments which 

supposedly serves as deterrence for further offences, oil spillage still occur. Since it is so, 

it is the aims of this research to study into the sufficiency of the law whether there is it 

the cause for oil spillage to be continuously occurred. 
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