A LEGAL STUDY ON THE USAGE AND DISPOSAL OF PLASTIC
SHOPPING BAGS IN MALAYSIAN SUPERMARKETS

Mohd Firdaush b. Jaafar (2006200706)
Amir Nur Ikhwan b. Amernudin (2006880165)

Submitted in partial Fulfillment of the Requirements
for the Bachelor in Legal Studies (Hons)

Universiti Teknologi MARA
Faculty of Law

October 2008

The students/author confirm that the work submitted is their own work and that
appropriate credit has been given where references has been made to the work of
others.



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

-

This research has been carried out by a team which has included Mohd Firdaush bin
Jaafar and Amir Nur Ikhwan. Our contribution to the project is by d01ng the research
and finding the information relating to the topic.

Everyday, when we went to supermarket, at the end of the day we will carry a number
of plastic bag in order to carry our groceries and things bought from the supermarket.
Some of us will throw the plastic bag into the dustbin while some of us will reuse it as
a garbage plastic bag. This is the normal thing that happen everyday. Day to day,
number of plastic bag consume increase and as at year 2006, total amount of garbage in
Malaysia is much enough to cover out Petronas Twin Tower Building, and 30% of its
is plastic bags. Do we think what will happen in 20 years time if the number of this
garbage has not been controlled? The situation will be worse than now.

This is the main reason why we conduct this. With the specification to plastic bag, we
hope the little effort made by us will help our government in saving out Mother Nature
for our next generation.

First we would like to thank to Allah S.W.T.as He gave us a strong and ability to
conduct this task until we able to complete our project paper. Without the merciful and
help from Him, we don’t think we have the ability to complete this challenging and full
of commitment task. Pray and salam to our beloved prophet, Muhammad S.A.W, his
wife, his family, to his successor and sahabat, may Allah bless them.

We want to express our gratitude to Professor Madya Thalmalingam, our supervisor for
his assistance and guidance. He has guided us and allocates a lot of patience in order to
help us and to ensure the project paper is successful.

Next we would like to express our heartfelt thanks to our family at Gemas, Negeri
Sembilan (Mohd Firdaush) and Permatang Pauh, Penang (Amir Nur Ikhwan) for their
support and prayer. Lastly to our friend who has been very supportive and helped us a
lot.

il



ABSTRACT

The title of this research is “A Legal Study on the Usage and Disposal of Plastic
Shopping Bags in Malaysian Supermarkets”. This research is done to address the
environmental problems in Malaysia.

Recently, Malaysia had suffered from environmental problems such as air pollution
and water pollution. The main reason for these problems is the uncontrolled usage of
plastic shopping bags and the problem with the disposal system. We need to find the
best solution to overcome these problems in order to avoid a greater damage to the
environment.

Since we don’t have a specific regulation regarding the usage and disposal of plastic
shopping bags, we need to look at other countries and how they had adopted the
regulations regarding this matter. From this, we can find the best solution and the most
suitable way to be implemented in Malaysia. We also need to take into account few
aspects such as the implementation and the enforcement in order to suits our society.

In the end of this research, we will come out with few suggestions for the government

to take action in order to overcome this problem. We hope that with the suggestions,
we can help the environment for future generation
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