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ABSTRACT 

The title of this research is "A Legal Study on the Usage and Disposal of Plastic 
Shopping Bags in Malaysian Supermarkets". This research is done to address the 
environmental problems in Malaysia. 

Recently, Malaysia had suffered from environmental problems such as air pollution 
and water pollution. The main reason for these problems is the uncontrolled usage of 
plastic shopping bags and the problem with the disposal system. We need to find the 
best solution to overcome these problems in order to avoid a greater damage to the 
environment. 

Since we don't have a specific regulation regarding the usage and disposal of plastic 
shopping bags, we need to look at other countries and how they had adopted the 
regulations regarding this matter. From this, we can find the best solution and the most 
suitable way to be implemented in Malaysia. We also need to take into account few 
aspects such as the implementation and the enforcement in order to suits our society. 

In the end of this research, we will come out with few suggestions for the government 
to take action in order to overcome this problem. We hope that with the suggestions, 
we can help the environment for future generation 

in 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Acknowledgement ii 
Abstract iii 
Contents iv 

CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION 

1.0 Introduction 1 
1.1 Background 1 
1.2 Problem Statement 3 
1.3 Objectives of the Research 4 
1.4 Literature Review 4 
1.5 Research Methodology 6 
1.6 Limitations of the Research 7 
1.7 Significance of the Research 7 
1.8 Outline of the Structure of the Paper 7 
1.9 Conclusion 9 

CHAPTER TWO: THE PROBLEMS ON THE USAGE AND DISPOSAL OF 
PLASTIC SHOPPING BAGS IN MALAYSIA 

2.0 Introduction 10 
2.1 The Usage of Plastic Shopping Bags in Malaysia 10 
2.2 The Problems 11 

2.2.1 Environmental Pollution 11 
2.2.2 Disposal System 13 
2.2.3 Recycling Program 16 

2.3 Conclusion 18 

CHAPTER THREE: THE LAW IN MALAYSIA 

3.0 Introduction 19 
3.1 The Law 19 
3.2 Recent Situation 22 
3.4 Conclusion 23 

CHAPTER FOUR: THE LAW AND SCENARION IN OTHER COUNTRIES 

4.0 Introduction 24 
4.1 The Law and Scenario in Other Countries 24 

iv 



4.1.1 Australia 24 
4.1.2 China 25 
4.1.3 Hong Kong 25 
4.1.4 France 26 
4.1.5 Singapore 26 
4.1.6 Ireland 27 
4.1.7 South Africa 28 
4.1.8 United Kingdom 28 
4.1.9 Unite States of America 30 

4.2 Conclusion 31 

CHAPTER FIVE: RECOMMENDATION OF THE NEW LAW IN 
MALAYSIA AND THE CONSLUSION 

5.0 Introduction 32 
5.1 Recommendation on the New Law 32 

5.1.1 Giving Incentives and Rewards 32 
5.1.2 Plastic Tax 34 
5.1.3 Ban Thick Plastic 35 
5.1.4 Ban the Plastic Bags 35 

5.2 Factors to take Into Consideration 36 
5.2.1 The Major Supermarkets 36 
5.2.2 The Enforcement 36 
5.2.3 The Society 37 
5.2.4 The Authority 37 
5.2.5 The Scope of Jurisdiction 37 

5.3 The Implication 38 
5.4 The Conclusion 39 

Bibliography 40 
Appendices 

Appendix 1 : Pictures 43 
Appendix 2 : Online Articles 45 

v 


