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ABSTRACT 

This research touches on the issue of protection that is given to foreign workers 

regarding their occupational safety in the construction industry in Malaysia. It was 

found that the existing laws in Malaysia relating to the issue are still lacking in 

enforcement and also lacking in preventive measures for the reduction of occupational 

safety and illness.on the construction site. An example is the accident and fatality of 

foreign workers in a construction site in Kuala Terengganu on 29 March 2010. Menteri 

Besar of Terengganu said that from the report, the accident was caused due to negligent 

and safety measures were not appropriate at the site. This research is conducted to 

examine why the existing laws in Malaysia is inadequate to protect the safety of foreign 

workers in the construction industry. Most of the information gained is from library 

based research including online database. Semi-structural interviews have also been 

carried out in order to obtain information on the issue. To conclude, this research 

identifies the problems of the occupational safety of foreign workers in the construction 

industry and gave suggestions to improve the enforcement of existing laws in Malaysia 

by providing some recommendations. 
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LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS 

JCSHA Japan Construction Safety and Health Association 

DO SH Department of Safety and Health 

CIDB Construction Industry and Development Board Malaysia 

FMA Factories Machineries Act 1967 

OSHA Occupational Safety and Health Act 1994 

SOCSO Social Security Organizations 

BOWECS Building Operations and Works of Engineering Construction (Safety) 

Regulations 1986 

OHSAS 18801 Occupational Health and Safety Standard 

SIRIM Standards and Industrial Research Institute of Malaysia 

OSHMS Occupational Safety and Health Management System 

NIOSH National Institute of Occupational Safety and Health 

ILO International Labour Organisation 

UMT Universiti Malaysia Terengganu 

WHO World Health Organisation 

NOHSC National Occupational Health and Safety Commission (Australia) 

UK United Kingdom 

OSH Occupational Safety and Health 

OHS Occupational Health and Safety 
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