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ABSTRACT

The last two semesters had been dedicated to conduct a research based on
prison conditions in Malaysia. The research was done with the objective to find
out the sufficiency of the existing law on the treatment provided for the prisoners
and also the prison conditions. The issue whether the existing law is being
implemented properly was also been taken into consideration. We also wanted to
investigate whether the law was made in accordance with the international
principles made by United Nations. The issues that were being highlighted by the
SUHAKAM and media are our main resources of information since SUHAKAM is
the main medium as the issues obtained were by visiting the prisons in Malaysia.
All the issues were then looked into from the perspective of the Prison
Regulations 2000 and also Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of

Prisoners.

We conducted interview session with experts that deal with the issue of prison
conditions and prisoners treatment. The outcomes of this interview was as we
expected. We benefited a lot from the interview since most of the
recommendations were relevant for the purpose of this research. Our research
was also based on the literatures written by authors specializing in this area and

also materials we obtained online.



iv

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Preface ii
Abstract iii
Table of Contents iv
Table of Cases Vi
Table of Statues vii
CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION 1-8
1.0  General Introduction 1
1.1 Background 3
1.2  Research Question 4
1.3  Objective of the Research 5
1.4  Significance of the Research 5
1.6 Limitations of the Research 6
1.6  Research Methodology 6
1.7  Outline of the Structure of the Paper 7
1.8  Conclusion 8
CHAPTER TWO: LITERATURE REVIEW 9-17
2.0 Introduction
2.1 Literature Review 9
2.2  Conclusion 17
CHAPTER THREE: THE MALAYSIAN LAW ON
PRISON CONDITIONS 18-28
3.0 Introduction 18
3.1 Current issues on Malaysian prisons conditions 19
3.11  Overcrowding 19

3.1.2 Lack of medical facilities 22



3.1.3 Bedding 24
3.1.4 Shortage of wardens and staffs 25
3.1.5 Lack of activities for the inmates 26
3.2  Conclusion 28
CHAPTER FOUR: ANALYSIS 30-35
4.0 Introduction 30
4.1  Analysis 30
4.2 Conclusion 35
CHAPTER FIVE: RECOMMENDATIONS 36-41
5.0 Introduction 36
5.1 Recommendations 36
5.2 Conclusion 41
Bibliography 42-45
Appendices
Appendix 1: Interview Question 46
Appendix 2: Prison Act 1995 (Act 537) 47
Appendix 3: Prisons Regulations 2000 68

Appendix 4: Standard Minimum Rules for the

Treatment of Prisoners 111
Appendix 5: Body of Principles for the Protection of All Persons

under Any Form of Detention or Imprisonment 122
Appendix 6: Newspaper Articles 128



