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Bandung: A City You Don’t Rush

Salwa Muda and Musliha Musman
Universiti Teknologi MARA Cawangan Negeri Sembilan Kampus Seremban

The story of Bandung feels like stepping into a place where everything moves at a softer, more enjoyable
pace. Sitting in the highlands of West Java, the city is naturally cooled by mountain air, often wrapped
in misty mornings and surrounded by volcanic landscapes. It’s the kind of place where you immediately
feel a sense of calm, even though life in the city is quietly buzzing beneath the surface.

Just outside the city, nature puts on its best show. A trip to Tangkuban Perahu brings you face to face
with a massive crater where steam rises from the earth, almost like the planet is breathing. Not far away,
Kawah Putih feels almost unreal with its pale turquoise lake sitting still inside a volcanic bowl, quiet
and slightly mysterious.

Back in town, Bandung shifts into a different mood. Walking down Jalan Braga feels nostalgic, with
old colonial buildings, small cafés, and art corners that seem to hold memories from another time. Then
there’s Gedung Sate, a landmark that stands proudly in the city, which is familiar, iconic, and deeply
tied to Bandung’s identity.

A short drive away brings you to Lembang, where everything feels even cooler and greener. It’s a
favourite escape for locals, with places like The Lodge Maribaya offering peaceful forest views, and
Floating Market Lembang giving a fun twist to dining where food is sold from boats gently floating on
the water. Nearby, Farmhouse Lembang adds a playful, European-style setting.

Shopping in Bandung has its own charm too. It’s not just about buying things, but it feels like part of
the city’s lifestyle. You’ll find factory outlets along streets like Riau and Dago, where people casually
hop from store to store looking for fashion finds at good prices. Between shopping stops, cafés invite
you to slow down, grab a drink, and enjoy the atmosphere. Everything feels relaxed, unhurried, and
easy.

And maybe that’s what makes Bandung so special. It’s not just about the volcanoes, the history, the
food, or the shopping, but it’s how all of it fits together so naturally. One moment you’re standing on a
crater, the next you’re walking through a colonial street, and later you’re sitting in a café or browsing a
boutique. It’s a city that doesn’t rush you, but instead lets you experience it slowly, in your own way,

until you realise you’ve fallen in love with it without even trying.
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