
As we kick off our first edition of 2026, this issue brings together moments that truly
reflect the spirit of IMMB where science meets people, passion meets purpose, and
ideas turn into impact. From the curious young minds at Junior Scientist Day, to
inspiring research breakthroughs, hands-on technical sharing, and heartfelt
personal journeys from our postgraduate community. This edition is a celebration of
growth in every form.

We also take a moment to embrace the meaningful reflections of Ramadhan,
reminding us to pause, reset, and reconnect—not just with our work, but with
ourselves and those around us.
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W E L C O M E  T O  O U R

   “Welcome back, 
   we’re glad to be with you again.”

Find out more

Whether you are here for the science, the stories, or simply a quick read between
experiments, we’re glad you’re here.

Happy reading 

Chief-in Editor
Zaleha Afandi,CHRM
Deputy Science Officer
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J O U R N E Y

R E S E A R C H  
T A L K
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“ T HE  C R IME  SCENE  AC T I V I T Y  WAS  M Y
FAV OUR I T E .  I  F E LT  L I KE  A  R EA L
DE TEC T I VE  SO LV ING  A  M Y S T E R Y . ”

Laughter, curiosity, and the excitement of
discovery filled the halls of the Institute of Medical

Molecular Biotechnology (IMMB), Universiti
Teknologi MARA, as young participants stepped
into the world of science during Junior Scientist

Day (JSD) 2026. Designed to spark interest in
science among children, the annual programme

transforms complex scientific concepts into
engaging and hands-on experiences that are

both educational and inspiring.

Since its introduction, Junior Scientist Day has
grown into one of IMMB’s key science outreach

initiatives, bridging the gap between the research
community and the public. The programme was

created with a simple yet powerful vision: to allow
young learners to explore science beyond the

classroom and experience how scientific
investigations are carried out in real laboratories.

A m o n g  t h e  m o s t  e x c i t i n g  s t a t i o n s  w a s  t h e
C r i m e  S c e n e  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  a c t i v i t y ,

w h e r e  c h i l d r e n  l e a r n e d  h o w  i n v e s t i g a t o r s
c o l l e c t  e v i d e n c e  a n d  a n a l y s e

f i n g e r p r i n t s .  T h e  e x p e r i e n c e  g a v e  t h e m  a
g l i m p s e  i n t o  t h e  f a s c i n a t i n g  w o r l d  o f

f o r e n s i c  s c i e n c e .  A t  t h e  C l i n i c a l
S i m u l a t i o n  C e n t r e ,  p a r t i c i p a n t s

w i t n e s s e d  s i m u l a t i o n - b a s e d
d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  i n c l u d i n g  C P R

t e c h n i q u e s ,  a l l o w i n g  t h e m  t o  u n d e r s t a n d
h o w  m e d i c a l  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  r e s p o n d  i n

e m e r g e n c y  s i t u a t i o n s .
 

 w h e r e  c u r i o s i t y  m e e t s  d i s c o v e r y
  Junior Scientist Day 2026

The day began with the arrival and registration of
participants, followed by a welcoming briefing

introducing IMMB and its role in advancing
biomedical research. Soon after, the young

participants embarked on what organisers called
a “science adventure”—a journey through eight
interactive learning stations designed to expose

them to different scientific disciplines.

 
T h e  e x p l o r a t i o n  c o n t i n u e d  w i t h  s t a t i o n s

f o c u s i n g  o n  h u m a n  a n a t o m y ,  f o r e n s i c
p a t h o l o g y ,  m i c r o b i o l o g y ,  h e m a t o l o g y ,
a n d  D N A  a n a l y s i s ,  w h e r e  r e s e a r c h e r s

i n t r o d u c e d  t h e  t o o l s  a n d  t e c h n i q u e s  u s e d
i n  b i o m e d i c a l  l a b o r a t o r i e s .  T h e

p a r t i c i p a n t s  w e r e  a b l e  t o  s e e  h o w  b l o o d
c o m p o n e n t s  a r e  s t u d i e d ,  h o w

m i c r o o r g a n i s m s  a r e  e x a m i n e d ,  a n d  h o w
D N A  c a n  b e  e x t r a c t e d  a n d  a n a l y s e d .  T h e

p r o g r a m m e  a l s o  f e a t u r e d  a  s p e c i a l
e x h i b i t i o n  b y  t h e  M a l a y s i a n  F i r e  a n d

R e s c u e  D e p a r t m e n t ,  w h e r e  o f f i c e r s
d e m o n s t r a t e d  h o w  f i r e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  a r e

c o n d u c t e d  a n d  h o w  e l e c t r i c a l  s h o r t
c i r c u i t s  c a n  l e a d  t o  f i r e s .
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“ I  D I DN ’T  KNOW
SC I ENCE  COUL D  B E
TH IS  FUN .  I  WANT

TO  BECOME  A
SC I ENT IST  ONE

DAY ! ”
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P a r e n t s  w e r e  a l s o  a c t i v e l y  i n v o l v e d
i n  t h e  p r o g r a m m e ,  j o i n i n g  g u i d e d
t o u r s  o f  t h e  s t a t i o n s  t o  o b s e r v e  t h e
l e a r n i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  i n t e r a c t  w i t h
r e s e a r c h e r s .  T h i s  c r e a t e d  a  s h a r e d
e x p e r i e n c e  w h e r e  f a m i l i e s  c o u l d
a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  r o l e  o f  s c i e n c e  i n
e v e r y d a y  l i f e  a n d  s u p p o r t  t h e i r
c h i l d r e n ’ s  c u r i o s i t y  a b o u t  s c i e n t i f i c
d i s c o v e r y .

T h e  e v e n t  c o n c l u d e d  w i t h  a  l i v e l y
c a s e - c l o s u r e  s e s s i o n ,  w h e r e
p a r t i c i p a n t s  w o r k e d  t o g e t h e r  t o
i d e n t i f y  t h e  “ s u s p e c t ”  b a s e d  o n  t h e
e v i d e n c e  t h e y  h a d  e x p l o r e d
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s t a t i o n s .  T h i s  w a s
f o l l o w e d  b y  a  c l o s i n g  c e r e m o n y  a n d
c e r t i f i c a t e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  t o  c e l e b r a t e
t h e i r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  a n d  a c h i e v e m e n t s .
 

T h r o u g h  J u n i o r  S c i e n t i s t  D a y ,  I M M B
c o n t i n u e s  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h a t  s c i e n c e
c a n  b e  e n g a g i n g ,  a c c e s s i b l e ,  a n d
i n s p i r i n g  f o r  y o u n g  m i n d s .  B y  o p e n i n g  i t s
l a b o r a t o r i e s  t o  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  a n d
c r e a t i n g  i m m e r s i v e  e d u c a t i o n a l
e x p e r i e n c e s ,  

I M M B  h o p e s  t o  i g n i t e  a  l a s t i n g  p a s s i o n
f o r  s c i e n c e , o n e  t h a t  m a y  s h a p e  t h e
f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  r e s e a r c h e r s ,
i n n o v a t o r s ,  a n d  p r o b l e m  s o l v e r s .

T h e  t r u e  h i g h l i g h t  o f  t h e  d a y ,
h o w e v e r ,  c a m e  f r o m  t h e  r e a c t i o n s  o f
t h e  y o u n g  p a r t i c i p a n t s  t h e m s e l v e s .
M a n y  w e r e  f a s c i n a t e d  b y  t h e
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s t e p  i n t o  l a b o r a t o r y
e n v i r o n m e n t s  a n d  i n t e r a c t  d i r e c t l y
w i t h  s c i e n t i f i c  e q u i p m e n t .  O n e
e n t h u s i a s t i c  p a r t i c i p a n t  s h a r e d ,  “ I
l i k e d  t h e  D N A  s t a t i o n  b e c a u s e  I
l e a r n e d  t h a t  w e  c a n  s t u d y  p e o p l e
u s i n g  t h e i r  D N A .  I t  f e l t  l i k e  b e i n g  a
r e a l  s c i e n t i s t ! ”  A n o t h e r  p a r t i c i p a n t
e x c i t e d l y  c o m m e n t e d ,  “ T h e  c r i m e
s c e n e  a c t i v i t y  w a s  m y  f a v o u r i t e .  I
f e l t  l i k e  a  d e t e c t i v e  s o l v i n g  a
m y s t e r y . ”

  Junior Scientist Day 2026



D R  P H E I K - S H E E N  C H E O W
 

.  
 
I n  t h i s  t a l k ,  D r  P h e i k  o r  a l s o  k n o w n  a s  D r  J o j o  b y  h e r  c o l l e a g u e ,  s h e d  l i g h t s  o n  t h e
N e w c a s t l e  D i s e a s e  V i r u s  ( N D V )  -  a  b i r d  v i r u s  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  r e p u r p o s e d  f o r  h u m a n
m e d i c i n e .  I t  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  a  g o o d  c a n d i d a t e  f o r  a  v a c c i n e  p l a t f o r m  b e c a u s e  i t  c a n
b e  e a s i l y  m o d i f i e d  a t  a  m o l e c u l a r  l e v e l  a n d  n a t u r a l l y  t r i g g e r s  a  s t r o n g  i m m u n e
r e s p o n s e .

N E W C A S T L E  D I S E A S E  V I R U S  ( N D V )  - V E C T O R E D  V A C C I N E -  A  J O U R N E Y  O F  E X C I T E M E N T

Research Talk

IMMB, envisioned to become a world class research institute in both fundamental and applied medical
molecular biotechnology; in doing so we embark on a journey to discover new knowledge by hosting a
research talk delivered by renowned scientist across Malaysia and beyond boarders. We dedicate our
efforts to ensure that we only bring the best new research ideas and constructive discussion to those
who part take in the talk. 

Hence, between January and March of 2026, we have been given an opportunity to host Malaysian
leading vaccine scientist – Dr Pheik-Sheen Cheow from Malaysia Genome & Vaccine Institute (MGVI).
Sharing her thrilling journey towards developing new vaccine utilizing weak virus as a vector as vehicle
to treat diseases.

C u r r e n t l y  t h e  r e s e a r c h e r s  i n  M G V I  a r e  i n  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  r e - e n g i n e e r i n g  t h e  v i r u s
t o  m a k e  i t  s a f e  t o  b e  u s e d  o n  h u m a n  t o  t r e a t  N i p a h ’ s  v i r a l  i n f e c t i o n s .  U s i n g  t h e
t r a n s f e c t i o n  o f  g e n e t i c  m a t e r i a l  f r o m  o t h e r  d i s e a s e s  ( l i k e  C O V I D - 1 9 ) ,  N D V  p o s s e s s
t h e  p o t e n t i a l  a s  a  n e w  t a r g e t e d  v a c c i n e  c a n d i d a t e .  T h e  t a l k  p r o v e s  h o w  l a b o r a t o r y
r e s e a r c h  c a n  e v o l v e  i n t o  a  m e d i c a l l y  b e n e f i c i a l  f i n d i n g s .  I t  e m p h a s i z e s  t h a t
t u r n i n g  t h e s e  d i s c o v e r i e s  i n t o  r e a l - w o r l d  m e d i c a l  s o l u t i o n s  r e q u i r e s  t e a m w o r k ,
c r e a t i v i t y ,  a n d  p e r s i s t e n c e .

w h e r e  d i s c o v e r y  b e g i n s :  i n s i g h t  f r o m  l e a d i n g  s c i e n t i f i c  m i n d s e t  
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To fortify the IMMB vision, apart from Research Talk –
IMMB also hosted a series of technical talk –

conveyed by vendors from established companies.
Presented by specialists and qualified personnel, the

technical talk discusses about latest trend in the
market. From high end equipment, latest

technologies in kits and assays to the most
economical procedures that produces extraordinary

outcomes for research  

On 27  January 2026 – Biomics Solutions specialists
Dr Nurulisa Zulkifli a Senior Lecturer, Dept of

Biomedical Sciences Advanced Medical & Dental
Institute, USM) shares her knowledge and expertise
on “MASTERING ELISA: HANDS-ON INSIGHTS with ELK
BIOTECHNOLOGY KITS”. Her talk introduces the ELISA

procedures – a plate- based assay technique
designed for detecting and quantifying substances

such as peptides, proteins and antibodies. The
detection involved a key- principle of antigen-

antibody binding – with an enzyme-linked detection
which produces a colorimetric signal. 

th

TECHNICAL TALK
b r i n g i n g  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  p r a c t i c e :  t o o l s  f o r  m o d e r n  r e s e a r c h

ELISA can be divided into 4 main types that is
Indirect ELISA, Direct ELISA, Sandwich ELISA and

Competitive ELISA. She introduces the kits from ELK
Biotechnology that can accommodate more than

20 species, including human, rat, mouse, rabbit,
pig, cattle, goat, sheep, guinea pig, chicken and
zebrafish, etc., which are involved in the fields of
immunochemistry, oncology, neurobiology, cell

cycle, signalling and other research. She
concluded her talk with a demo hands- on ELISA

procedures’ using the ELK Biotechnology kits.
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A  t r u e  p r o d u c t  o f  t h e  U i T M  e c o s y s t e m ,
M r .  H a z r u l  N i z a m  h a s  b u i l t  h i s  c a r e e r  i n
t h e  b i o l o g i c a l  s c i e n c e s ,  b e g i n n i n g  w i t h
a  D i p l o m a  i n  S c i e n c e  f r o m  U i T M  S a b a h

b e f o r e  a d v a n c i n g  t o  a  B a c h e l o r  o f
S c i e n c e  ( H o n s . )  i n  B i o m o l e c u l a r  S c i e n c e

a t  U i T M  S h a h  A l a m .  H i s  p r o f e s s i o n a l
f o u n d a t i o n  w a s  f u r t h e r  s o l i d i f i e d
t h r o u g h  c l i n i c a l  e x p o s u r e  a s  a n

I n d u s t r i a l  T r a i n e e  a t  t h e  S a r a w a k
G e n e r a l  H o s p i t a l ’ s  D e p a r t m e n t  o f

P a t h o l o g y ,  w h e r e  h e  b r i d g e d  t h e  g a p
b e t w e e n  a c a d e m i c  t h e o r y  a n d

d i a g n o s t i c  p r a c t i c e .  

T o d a y ,  M r .  N i z a m  s e r v e s  a s  a  S e n i o r
A s s i s t a n t  S c i e n c e  O f f i c e r  a t  t h e  I n s t i t u t e

o f  M e d i c a l  M o l e c u l a r  B i o t e c h n o l o g y
( I M M B ) , U i T M   w h e r e  h i s  e x p e r t i s e  i n

m o l e c u l a r  s c i e n c e  c o n t r i b u t e s
s i g n i f i c a n t l y  t o  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n ' s

s p e c i a l i z e d  r e s e a r c h  a n d  l a b o r a t o r y
o p e r a t i o n s .

 

M r .  N i z a m  j o i n e d  I n s t i t u t e  o f  M e d i c a l
M o l e c u l a r  B i o t e c h n o l o g y  ( I M M B )  i n  2 0 1 1

a s  a n  a s s i s t a n t  s c i e n c e  o f f i c e r
s u p p o r t i n g  l a b o r a t o r y  o p e r a t i o n s  a n d

r e s e a r c h e r s .  W i t h  a  b a c k g r o u n d  o f
G e n e t i c  r e s e a r c h ,  h e  w a s  a t t a c h e d  t o

m o l e c u l a r  l a b o r a t o r y  i n  I M M B  a s  a
s u p p o r t  s t a f f  a n d  o t h e r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s

i n c l u d e  c o n d u c t i n g  e x p e r i m e n t s ,
m a n a g i n g  l a b o r a t o r y  w o r k f l o w s ,

a s s i s t i n g  s t u d e n t s  d u r i n g  p r a c t i c a l
s e s s i o n s ,  a n d  e n s u r i n g  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h

G o o d  L a b o r a t o r y  P r a c t i c e  ( G L P )  a n d
b i o s a f e t y  s t a n d a r d s .  

O v e r  t h e  y e a r s ,  M r .  N i z a m  h a s
d e v e l o p e d  t h e  e x p e r t i s e  t o  p e r f o r m

e q u i p m e n t  t r o u b l e s h o o t i n g  a n d  b a s i c
m a i n t e n a n c e  i n d e p e n d e n t l y .  H e  i s

h i g h l y  c a p a b l e  o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g
l a b o r a t o r y  r u l e s  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s
t a i l o r e d  t o  s p e c i f i c  i n s t i t u t i o n a l

r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  d e s i g n i n g
e f f i c i e n t  w o r k  p r o c e s s e s  t h a t  a l i g n  w i t h

b o t h  l a b o r a t o r y  n e e d s  a n d  r e g u l a t o r y
s t a n d a r d s .

Hazrul Nizam Hisham Hasmi 

Staff Profile Highlight

  A c a d e m i c  J o u r n e y  a n d  E a r l y
C a r e e r

 
P r o f e s s i o n a l  G r o w t h  a n d

T e c h n i c a l  E x p e r t i s e
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O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  m e m o r a b l e

e x p e r i e n c e s  i n  I M M B  i s  w h e n ,  h e
v o l u n t e e r s  a s  o n e  o f  t h e  t e a m  m e m b e r s
t o  d o  C o v i d - 1 9  s a m p l e  s c r e e n i n g  w h e n

I M M B  i s  s e l e c t e d  a s  o n e  o f  1 0
d i a g n o s t i c  l a b o r a t o r i e s  a t  p u b l i c

h i g h e r  l e a r n i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n s  n a t i o n w i d e
h a v e  b e e n  r o p e d  i n  a s  p a r t  o f  a  j o i n t

i n i t i a t i v e  b y  t h e  H i g h e r  E d u c a t i o n  a n d
S c i e n c e ,  T e c h n o l o g y  a n d  I n n o v a t i o n

M i n i s t r i e s .  

M e m o r a b l e
e x p e r i e n c e  i n  I M M B



K n o w n  a s  a  p e r s o n  t h a t  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e
a n d  a d a p t a b l e  t o  c h a n g e s  i s  o n e  o f  t h e

k e y  v a l u e s  t h a t  h e  h o l d s  s e r v i n g  a s  o n e  o f
t h e  s u p p o r t  s t a f f  i n  I M M B .  H i s  e x p e r i e n c e

r e f l e c t s  a s  a  g u i d e  f o r  c o n t i n u o u s  g r o w t h ,
b o t h  a s  a  s t a f f  a n d  a  c o n t r i b u t o r  t o

m i s s i o n  a n d  v i s i o n  o f  I M M B  a n d  i t s  f u t u r e .
.

P e r s o n a l
V a l u e s

F u n  F a c t
a b o u t  N i z a m

O u t s i d e  o f  w o r k ,  h e  e n j o y s  c o o k i n g  d u e  t o  t h e  f a c t
t h a t  i n  t h e  e a r l y  d a y s  o f  h i s  l i f e ,  h e  h a v e  t o  h e l p

h i s  m o t h e r  s e l l s  t r a d i t i o n a l  c a k e s ,  p a s t r i e s .
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S t a r t i n g  A p r i l  2 0 2 0  u n t i l  e a r l y  2 0 2 2  w h e n

t h e  o p e r a t i o n  w a s  m o v e d  t o  H o s p i t a l
U i T M  P u n c a k  A l a m .  W o r k i n g  w i t h  a l m o s t
3 0 0  s a m p l e  p e r  d a y  w i t h  f u l l  d o f f i n g  o f

p e r s o n a l  p r o t e c t i o n  e q u i p m e n t  ( P P E )  i s  a
c h a l l e n g e  t h a t  t r u l y  m e m o r a b l e .

Staff Profile Highlight



A S M A  A L I  I B R A H I M  M Z E
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A s  I  n e a r  t h e  e n d  o f  m y  P h D ,  I  o f t e n  f i n d
m y s e l f  r e f l e c t i n g  o n  t h e  j o u r n e y  t h a t  l e d
m e  h e r e .  I  c a n ' t  h e l p  b u t  t h i n k  a b o u t  t h e
l i t t l e  C o m o r i a n  g i r l  w h o  o n c e  a s p i r e d  t o

b e  a  d o c t o r .  E v e n  t h o u g h  I ' m  n o t  a
d o c t o r ,  I  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  t h e  d r e a m  h a s

t a k e n  a  d i f f e r e n t  f o r m .

G r o w i n g  u p  o n  a  s m a l l  i s l a n d  i n  t h e
I n d i a n  O c e a n ,  I  h a d  a  p o w e r f u l  d r e a m :  I
w a n t e d  t o  b e c o m e  a  d o c t o r .  B u t  d r e a m s

d o  n o t  a l w a y s  g o  a s  p l a n n e d .  D e s p i t e
t h e  e f f o r t s ,  o p t i m i s m ,  a n d  p r a y e r s ,
p u r s u i n g  m e d i c a l  s c h o o l  w a s  n o t

p o s s i b l e  f o r  m e ,  a n d  a c c e p t i n g  t h a t
r e a l i t y  w a s  p a i n f u l .  Y e t  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  I

r e a l i s e d  t h a t  I  w a s  n o t  c u t  o f f  t o  b e  a
d o c t o r .  “ T h e  A l m i g h t y  a l w a y s  k n o w s

w h a t  i s  b e s t  f o r  y o u . "  W h a t  o n c e  s e e m e d
l i k e  a  l o s t  d r e a m  e v e n t u a l l y  t u r n e d  i n t o
s o m e t h i n g  I  w a s  g r a t e f u l  f o r  a n d  h e l p e d

m e  f i n d  a  n e w  s c i e n t i f i c  v o c a t i o n .

M y  j o u r n e y  s t a r t e d  i n  M a l a y s i a ,  w h e r e  I
b e g a n  a  b a c h e l o r ’ s  d e g r e e  i n

b i o t e c h n o l o g y  s c i e n c e .  W h a t  s t a r t e d  a s
a n  a l t e r n a t i v e  q u i c k l y  b e c a m e  a  g e n u i n e
p a s s i o n .  I  w e n t  o n  t o  p u r s u e  a  M a s t e r ' s  i n

B i o m e d i c a l  S c i e n c e  a n d  e v e n t u a l l y
e m b a r k e d  o n  a  P h D  i n  M e d i c i n e .  T o d a y ,

a s  I  a p p r o a c h  t h e  f i n a l  s t a g e  o f  m y
d o c t o r a t e ,  I  a m  a m a z e d  b y  h o w  f a r  t h a t

i s l a n d  g i r l  h a s  c o m e  a c a d e m i c a l l y .
P u r s u i n g  a  P h D  w a s  n o t  e a s y .  A  P h D  i s

o f t e n  r e g a r d e d  a s  a  s o l i t a r y  j o u r n e y ,  a n d
a t  t i m e s  t h i s  c a n  b e  t r u e ,  e s p e c i a l l y

w h e n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  e x p e r i m e n t a l
c h a l l e n g e s ,  t r o u b l e s h o o t i n g  r e s u l t s ,  o r

w o r k i n g  a l o n e  i n  t h e  l a b o r a t o r y .  Y e t ,
c e r t a i n  d a y s  a r e  d i f f e r e n t  t h a n k s  t o  t h e

s u p p o r t i v e  e n v i r o n m e n t  w i t h i n  t h e
F a c u l t y  o f  M e d i c i n e  a n d  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  o f

M e d i c a l  M o l e c u l a r  B i o t e c h n o l o g y  ( I M M B ) .  

I M M B  h a s  o p e n e d  t h e  d o o r s  n o t  o n l y  t o  s c i e n t i f i c  d i s c o v e r y  t h r o u g h  r e s e a r c h
t a l k s ,  j o u r n a l  c l u b s  a n d  a c t i v i t i e s  b u t  a l s o  t o  a  s u p p o r t i v e  c o m m u n i t y  t h a t

f o s t e r e d  m y  g r o w t h .  I  a m  d e e p l y  a p p r e c i a t i v e  o f  m y  s u p e r v i s o r s  f o r  t h e i r
g u i d a n c e  a n d  p a t i e n c e ;  t h e  d e d i c a t e d  l a b  s t a f f  w h o  m a d e  o u r  w o r k  p o s s i b l e ;  a n d

m y  f e l l o w  p o s t g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t s  w h o  b r o u g h t  f r i e n d s h i p ,  c o m p a n i o n s h i p ,
l a u g h t e r  a n d  s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  m o s t  d i f f i c u l t  d a y s .

t h e  j o p u r n e y  o f  a n  i s l a n d  g i r l  t o  P h d ;
b y  A s m a  A l i  I b r a h i m  M Z E
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P hD  h as  o p e n e d  doo rs  t o  ma ny
“ f i r s t s ” .  My  f i r s t  c o n f e r e n c e s ,
i n d e p e n d e n t l y  w r i t t e n  p a p e r ,
u n sup e r v i s e d  l a b  wor k  a n d

p ro g r ams .  I  c a n  s t i l l  v i v i d l y  r e c a l l
my  s ha k y  vo i c e ,  t r emb l i n g  h a n d s ,

a n d  o v e rwhe lm i n g  s e n s e  t h a t  I  h a d
no t  g i v e n  my  b e s t  du r i n g  my  f i r s t

o r a l  c o n f e r e n c e .

T h u s ,  t o  m y  d e a r  p o s t g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t s ,  r e s e a r c h  i s  n o t  a n  e a s y  j o u r n e y .  T h e r e
w i l l  b e  g o o d  a n d  b a d  d a y s ,  t h r i l l i n g  t i m e s  a n d  t i m e s  w h e n  y o u  f e e l  l i k e  g i v i n g  u p .
S T A Y  S T R O N G :  a  f a i l e d  e x p e r i m e n t  i s  a  c h a n c e  t o  g r o w ,  l e a r n ,  a n d  i m p r o v e  r a t h e r
t h a n  a  f a i l u r e .  O n e  d a y  y o u  w i l l  b e  c o m m e m o r a t i n g  y o u r  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  a n d ,

u l t i m a t e l y ,  y o u r  g r a d u a t i o n .  

W h e n  t h a t  d a y  c o m e s ,  t h e  s t r u g g l e s  w i l l  s e e m  l i k e  f a r a w a y  m e m o r i e s ,  a n d  y o u
w i l l  r e a l i s e  t h a t  e a c h  s t e p  w a s  p a r t  o f  a n  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  a d v e n t u r e .

T o  t h a t  i s l a n d  g i r l  f u l l  o f  d r e a m s ,  w e  a r e  a l m o s t  t h e r e .  Y o u  w i l l  s o o n  b e  " D r " ,  n o t
i n  t h e  s e n s e  y o u  h a d  i n  m i n d ,  b u t  a s  a  r e s e a r c h e r  w o r k i n g  o n  f i n d i n g s  t h a t  m i g h t

e v e n t u a l l y  h e l p  p e o p l e ,  a n d  p e r h a p s  t h a t  d r e a m  o f  h e l p i n g  p e o p l e  h a s  c o m e
t r u e .

A  J O Y O U S  Y E T  T I R I N G  D A Y  F E A T  I M M B

I  l e f t  t h a t  e x p e r i e n c e  d i s c o u r a g e d ,  u n f u l f i l l e d  a n d  e v e n  q u e s t i o n i n g  w h e t h e r  I
s h o u l d  e v e r  p r e s e n t  a g a i n .  S t i l l ,  i t  a l s o  t a u g h t  m e  t h e  v a l u e  o f  r e s i l i e n c e  a n d

o v e r c o m i n g  f e a r .  A n o t h e r  m e m o r a b l e  e x p e r i e n c e  w a s  s e r v i n g  a s  f a c i l i t a t o r
d u r i n g  J u n i o r  S c i e n t i s t  D a y  2 0 2 5 ,  w h e n  I  s t o o d  i n  f r o n t  o f  c u r i o u s  y o u n g  m i n d s

f u l l  o f  p o t e n t i a l .  I t  w a s  b o t h  n e r v e - w r a c k i n g  a n d  d e e p l y  i n s p i r i n g .

E q u a l l y  m e m o r a b l e  w a s  t h e  s t r u g g l e  o f
m y  f i r s t  M T T  e x p e r i m e n t .  T h e  f r u s t r a t i o n
o f  a n o t h e r  f a i l e d  e x p e r i m e n t ,  r e p e a t e d

a t t e m p t s ,  a n d  t r o u b l e s h o o t i n g .
H o w e v e r ,  t h o s e  m o m e n t s  t u r n e d  i n t o
i n s i g h t f u l  l e s s o n s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h r o u g h
m y  s u p e r v i s o r ’ s  g u i d a n c e .  S h e  t a u g h t
m e  h o w  t o  a n a l y s e  p r o b l e m s ,  l o o k  f o r

s o l u t i o n s ,  a n d  m a k e  s c i e n t i f i c
j u d g e m e n t s  r a t h e r  t h a n  d w e l l i n g  o n

f a i l u r e .  M o r e  i m p o r t a n t l y ,  s h e  r e m i n d e d
m e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  n o  f a i l u r e  i n  r e s e a r c h ,

b u t  l e a r n i n g  l e s s o n s .  H e r  c o n s t a n t
s u p p o r t  a n d  m e n t o r s h i p  h a v e  s h a p e d
t h e  s c i e n t i s t  I  a m  b e c o m i n g ,  a n d  f o r

t h a t  I  w i l l  a l w a y s  b e  g r a t e f u l .
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B u i l d i n g  t h e  F u t u r e :
S u p e r v i s o r s  C o n v e n e  f o r

S t r a t e g i c  T o w n h a l

O n  F e b r u a r y  5 t h  a s  I M M B  o p e n e d  i t s
d o o r s  t o  s t u d e n t s  a n d  f a c i l i t y  u s e r s  f o r

t h e  s e c o n d  s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  I M M B
T o w n h a l l  s e r i e s .  T h i s  s e s s i o n  p r o v i d e d  a

v i t a l  p l a t f o r m  f o r  t h o s e  o n  t h e  g r o u n d
t o  i n t e r a c t  d i r e c t l y  w i t h  t h e  i n s t i t u t e ' s

m a n a g e m e n t .  T h e  m e e t i n g  b e g a n  w i t h  a
w a r m  w e l c o m e  a n d  a  p r o g r e s s  u p d a t e

o n  t h e  i n s t i t u t e ’ s  f a c i l i t i e s  b y  t h e
D i r e c t o r  o f  I M M B .  T h e  h i g h l i g h t  f o r  m a n y

w a s  t h e  o p e n  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e
u p c o m i n g  I M M B  p o l i c y ,  e n s u r i n g  t h a t

o u r  s t u d e n t  b o d y  i s  w e l l - i n f o r m e d
a b o u t  t h e  r u l e s  a n d  g u i d e l i n e s  t h a t

s h a p e  t h e i r  d a i l y  w o r k .  S t u d e n t s  s p o k e
f a c e - t o - f a c e  w i t h  m a n a g e m e n t  a b o u t

t h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e s  a n d  c h a l l e n g e s .  

T h e  2 0 2 6  I M M B  T o w n h a l l  s e s s i o n  s t a r t s
o n  3 r d  F e b r u a r y  2 0 2 6  w i t h  a  f o c u s e d

s e s s i o n  d e d i c a t e d  t o  o u r  l e c t u r e r s  a n d
s u p e r v i s o r s .  A s  t h e  b a c k b o n e  o f  t h e
i n s t i t u t e ’ s  r e s e a r c h  a n d  a c a d e m i c

s u c c e s s ,  1 9  S u p e r v i s o r  a n d  l e c t u r e r  a b l e
t o  j o i n e d  t h e  I M M B  D i r e c t o r  t o  a l i g n  o n

t h e  r o a d m a p  f o r  t h e  y e a r  2 0 2 6 .  

T h e  p r i m a r y  f o c u s  w a s  t h e  u n v e i l i n g  o f
t h e  n e w  I M M B  p o l i c y  f r a m e w o r k .  T h i s

p r o a c t i v e  b r i e f i n g  a l l o w e d  o u r
s u p e r v i s o r s  a n d  l e c t u r e r  t o  r e v i e w

u p c o m i n g  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c h a n g e s  w h i l e
p r o v i d i n g  p r o f e s s i o n a l  f e e d b a c k  o n
p o l i c y  f e a s i b i l i t y .  P o l i c y  s u c h  a s  t h e

c l o s u r e  o f  l a b o r a t o r y  a f t e r  w o r k i n g  h o u r
a n d  a d d i t i o n a l  C C T V  c a m e r a  i s  f e w

e x a m p l e s  o f  u p c o m i n g  p o l i c y  c h a n g e .  

Townhall Session

Y o u r  V o i c e ,  O u r  M i s s i o n :
S t u d e n t s  S h a r e  I n s i g h t s

a t  T o w n h a l l

A f t e r  t h a t  a n  e n g a g i n g  s e s s i o n  Q & A  t o
c l a r i f y  s u p e r v i s o r  e x p e c t a t i o n  a n d

c o n c e r n  o n  t h e  n e w  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n .  B y
h o l d i n g  t h e s e  s e s s i o n s  b i e n n i a l l y ,  I M M B
e n s u r e s  t h a t  o u r  l e a d e r s h i p  r e m a i n s  i n

s y n c  w i t h  o u r  a c a d e m i c  s t a f f ,  f o s t e r i n g  a
c u l t u r e  o f  t r a n s p a r e n c y  a n d  m u t u a l

r e s p e c t .

A f t e r  t h a t  d u r i n g  t h e  Q & A  s e s s i o n  t h e
u s e r s  a d d r e s s e d  c o n c e r n s  r a n g i n g  f r o m
f a c i l i t y  a c c e s s  t o  p o l i c y  i m p a c t  o n  t h e i r

r e s e a r c h .  A l l  t h e  f e e d b a c k  g a t h e r e d
d u r i n g  t h i s  s e s s i o n  w i l l  b e  i n s t r u m e n t a l

i n  r e f i n i n g  t h e  I M M B  c o m m u n i t y
e x p e r i e n c e .  W e  t h a n k  o u r  s t u d e n t
p a r t i c i p a n t s  f o r  t h e i r  h o n e s t y  a n d

c o n t r i b u t i o n s .  W e  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  s e e i n g
t h e  p o s i t i v e  i m p a c t  o f  t h e s e  d i s c u s s i o n s

a s  w e  i m p l e m e n t  o u r  n e w  p o l i c i e s
t o g e t h e r !
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“ M e n g h a y a t i  H i k m a h  P u a s a
d a l a m  

K e h i d u p a n  S e h a r i a n ”

O u r  v e r y  f i r s t  t a z k i r a h  f o r  w a s
c o n d u c t e d  o n  t h e  2 5 t h  F e b r u a r y  2 0 2 6
w i t h  U S T A Z  M O H D  N O R H I S Y A M  A Z M A N ,

E x e c u t i v e  O f f i c e r  o f  I s l a m i c  A f f a i r
( I m a m ) .  H e  d e l i v e r e d  a n  o n l i n e  t a l k

t i t l e d  “ M e n g h a y a t i  H i k m a h  P u a s a  d a l a m
K e h i d u p a n  S e h a r i a n ”  w h e r e  h e  s h a r e d

p r o f o u n d  i n s i g h t s  i n t o  h o w  t o
a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  t i m e  o f  f a s t i n g  i n  o u r

d a i l y  l i f e .  

I M M B  w e l c o m e s  t h e  m o n t h  o f  R a m a d h a n  1 4 4 7  H i j r  w i t h
w e e k l y  t a z k i r a h  t h a t  w e r e  g i v e n  b y  o f f i c e r  o f  I s l a m i c
A f f a i r s  f r o m  U i T M  P u n c a k  A l a m  C a m p u s  a n d  P u n c a k

P e r d a n a  C a m p u s .  

“ R a m a d h a n :  J a l a n  M e n u j u
T a q w a  &  P e r u b a h a n  D i r i ” .  

Ramadhan Spirit 
“ P A U S E ,  R E F L E C T,  R E N E W :  T H E  S P I R I T  O F  R A M A D H A N ”

T h e  s e c o n d  t a z k i r a h  w a s  c o n d u c t e d  o n
t h e  4 t h  m a r c h  a n d  w a s  p r e s e n t e d  b y
T U A N  H A J I  L U F T I  F A U Z I  S A B A R I ,  S e n i o r
A s s i s t a n t  R e g i s t r a r  ( I s l a m i c  A f f a i r ) ,

U i T M  P u n c a k  A l a m  C a m p u s .   H e
r e m i n d e d  v i e w e r s  t h a t  w e  a r e  a l r e a d y

i n  t h e  s e c o n d  w e e k  o f  R a m a d h a n ,  a n d  i t
i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  m a i n t a i n  a l l  t h e  a c t s  o f
" I b a d a h "  p e r f o r m e d  s i n c e  t h e  b e g i n n i n g

o f  t h e  m o n t h .  H e  b e g a n  b y  e x p l a i n i n g
t h e  m e a n i n g  o f  t a q w a ,  e m p h a s i z i n g
t h a t  f a s t i n g  i s  n o t  m e r e l y  a n  a n n u a l

t r a d i t i o n  b u t  s h o u l d  b e  a c c o m p a n i e d
b y  a  s i n c e r e  s e n s e  o f  r e v e r e n c e  a n d

c o n s c i o u s n e s s  o f  A l l a h  s . w . t .  

 H e  a l s o  r e m i n d s  u s  o n  h o w  t o  e n s u r e
o u r  R a m a d h a n  b e c o m e  m o r e

m e a n i n g f u l  w i t h  t o  b e c o m e  m o r e
d i s c i p l i n e  w i t h  o u r  t a l k  a n d  b e h a v i o r .
R a m a d h a n  a l s o  i s  a  m o n t h  f o r  a  t i m e

f o r  s e l f - r e f l e c t i o n  a n d  s p i r i t u a l  r e n e w a l .
T h e  t a l k  m a n a g e s  t o  g a t h e r  6 9  o n l i n e

p a r t i c i p a n t s .

A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  h e  e n c o u r a g e d  u s  t o
c o n t i n u e  p e r f o r m i n g  m a n y  g o o d  d e e d s
t o  f u l l y  m a x i m i z e  t h e  b l e s s i n g s  o f  t h i s

h o l y  m o n t h .  T h i s  t a z k i r a h  a b l e  t o  g a t h e r
4 3 2  o n l i n e  p a r t i c i p a n t s .
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 “ I s t i q a m a h  S e l e p a s  R a m a d a n ”

T h e  l a s t  t a z k i r a h  s e s s i o n  o r g a n i z e d  b y
I M M B  f o r  m o n t h  o f  R a m a d h a n  1 4 4 7 H i j r a

i s  o n  t h e  1 8  m a r c h  2 0 2 6  m a n a g e  t o
g a t h e r  7 6 4  o n l i n e  p a r t i c i p a n t s .  T h e

s e s s i o n  w a s  p r e s e n t e d  b y  U S T A Z
K H A I R U L  A Z W A D  I B R A H I M ,  A s s i s t a n t

R e g i s t r a r  ( I s l a m i c  A f f a i r ) ,  U i T M  P u n c a k
A l a m  C a m p u s .  T h e  f o c u s  o f  t a z k i r a h  i s

t o  e n s u r e  u s  o n  h o w  t o  m a i n t a i n  a l l  t h e
g o o d  d e e d s  t h a t  a l l  w e  h a v e  d o n e

d u r i n g  R a m a d h a n  a n d  c a r r y  i t  t o w a r d s
S y a w a l  a n d  s o  f o r t h .  

t h

H e  r e m i n d e d  u s  o n  a l l  t h e  p r o m i s e  o f
A l l a h  s t a t e s  i n  t h e  Q u r ' a n  ( S u r a h  A l -

Q a d r  9 7 : 3 )  t h a t  t h i s  s i n g l e  n i g h t  i s
b e t t e r  t h a n  o n e  t h o u s a n d  m o n t h s ,
m a k i n g  i t  t h e  m o s t  s a c r e d  t i m e  f o r

p r a y e r  a n d  s p i r i t u a l  r e f l e c t i o n .  H e  a l s o
r e m i n d s  u s  t o  c o n t r o l  o u r  b e h a v i o r

a n d  s p e e c h  w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r .  

W e  m u s t  i n s t i l l  t h e  “ I s t i q a m a h ”  i n  o u r
d a i l y  l i f e  a n d  r e f l e c t  b e f o r e  t h e  m o n t h

o f  R a m a d h a n  e n d s .  H e  a l s o  s h a r e s  t h a t
o n e  o f  t h e  s i g n s  t h a t  a l l  o f  o u r  d e e d s
a c c e p t e d  b y  A l l a h  s . w . t  i s  w e  a r e  a b l e

t o  b e  c o n s i s t e n t  e v e n  a f t e r  R a m a d h a n .  

W i t h  b l e s s i n g  o f  A l l a h  s . w . t . ,  I M M B  m a n a g e  t o  g e t  1 8 5 2  p a r t i c i p a n t
t o t a l  f o r  i t s  T a z k i r a h  R a m a d h a n  t h i s  y e a r .  H o p e f u l l y  I M M B  a b l e  t o  d o

t h e  s e s s i o n  a g a i n  f o r  t h e  m o n t h  o f  R a m a d h a n  1 4 4 8 H i j r  a n d  s o  o n ,
I n s h a ’ A l l a h .  

“ 1 0  M a l a m  T e r a k h i r  R a m a d a n :  
P e l u a n g  K e e m a s a n ” .  

3  T a z k i r a h  s e s s i o n  i s  b y  U S T A Z  M O H D
H A F I Z  M O H D  H A S A N ,  S e n i o r  A s s i s t a n t

R e g i s t r a r  ( I s l a m i c  A f f a i r ) ,  U i T M  P u n c a k
P e r d a n a  C a m p u s  o n  t h e  1 1  M a r c h

2 0 2 6 .  U s t a z  M o h d .  H a f i z  p r e s e n t e d  a
t a z k i r a h  w i t h  t h e  t i t l e d  “ 1 0  M a l a m

T e r a k h i r  R a m a d a n :  P e l u a n g
K e e m a s a n ” .  T h e  t a z k i r a h  m a i n l y  f o c u s

o n  t h e  c h a s e  o f  L a i l a t u l  Q a d r ,  s i n c e
w e  a l r e a d y  o n  t h e  3  p h a s e  o f

R a m a d h a n  a n d  t h e  h o l i e s t  n i g h t  i n
I s l a m  o c c u r r i n g  i n  t h e  l a s t  t e n  d a y s  o f

R a m a d a n .  

r d

t h

r d

Ramadhan Spirit
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W E S T E R N  B L O T  T R A I N I N G  

C E L L  C U L T U R E  
T R A I N I N G  

C o m p l i m e n t i n g  t h i s ,  t h e  W e s t e r n  B l o t
T r a i n i n g  f o c i s e s e  o n  p r o t e i n  a n a l y s i s

t e c h n i q u e s ,  g u i d i n g  p a r t i c i p a n t s
t h r o u g h  k e y  p r o c e s s  s u c h  a s  s a m p l e

p r e p a r a t i o n ,  g e l  e l e c t r o p h o r e s i s ,
t r a n s f e r  a n d  d e t e c t i o n .  P a r t i c i p a n t s

g a i n  p r a c t i c a l  i n s i g h t  i n t o
t r o u b l e s h o o t i n g  a n d  d a t a  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n
e n a b l i n g  t h e m  t o  p r o d u c e  a c c u r a t e  a n f

m e a n i n g  f u l  r e s u l t s  i n  t h e i r  r e s e a r c h
w o r k .

T h e  C e l l  C u l t u r e  T r a i n i n g  p r o v i d e s
p a r t i c i p a n t s  w i t h  f u n d a m e n t a l  s k i l l s  i n
h a n d l i n g  m a m m a l i a n  c e l l s ,  i n c l u d i n g

a s e p t i c  t e c h n i q u e s ,  m e d i a  p r e p a r a t i o n ,
a n d  c o n t a m i n a t i o n  c o n t r o l .  E m p h a s i s  i s
p l a c e d  o n  g o o d  l a b o r a t o r y  p r a c t i c e s  t o

e n s u r e  t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  a n d
r e p r o d u c i b i l i t y  o f  e x p e r i m e n t a l

o u t c o m e s .  T h i s  t r a i n i n g  s e r v e s  a s  a
c r u c i a l  f o u n d a t i o n  f o r  t h o s e  i n v o l v e d  i n
c e l l - b a s e d  r e s e a r c h  a n d  a p p l i c a t i o n s .

IMMB Service
T h e  I n s t i t u t e  o f  M e d i c a l  M o l e c u l a r  B i o t e c h n o l o g y  ( I M M B )  c o n t i n u e s  t o  s u p p o r t

r e s e a r c h  e x c e l l e n c e  t h r o u g h  i t s  s p e c i a l i s e d  t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m m e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n
e s s e n t i a l  l a b o r a t o r y  t e c h n i q u e s  s u c h  a s  C e l l  C u l t u r e  a n d  W e s t e r n  B l o t .  

e m p o w e r i n g  r e s e a r c h  t h r o u g h  e x p e r t i s e  a n d  i n n o v a t i o n  

T h e s e  t r a i n i n g s  a r e  d e s i g n e d  t o  e q u i p  r e s e a r c h e r s ,  s t u d e n t s ,  a n d  l a b o r a t o r y
p e r s o n n e l  w i t h  b o t h  t h e o r e t i c a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n d  h a n d s - o n  e x p e r i e n c e ,  e n s u r i n g

c o n f i d e n c e  a n d  c o m p e t e n c y  i n  t h e  l a b .
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Image of the Month
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When colon cells meet the unexpected guests.
A mixture of cocci and bacilli bacteria (red arrows) observed in colon cells under May–
Grünwald Giemsa stain. This common yet costly contamination scenario can turn every
culture dish into an unexpected outcome and remains a nightmare for every cell culture
users. Such contamination is commonly introduced through minor breaches in aseptic
technique or airborne exposure, which can significantly alter experimental outcomes.

This image highlights the importance of strict aseptic handling in maintaining cell
culture integrity and minimising the risk of future contamination.

.
I m a g e  c o u r t e s y  o f
K h a i r i y a h  M u r a d ,

P h D  s t u d e n t  u n d e r
s u p e r v i s i o n  o f

A s s o c i a t e  P r o f e s s o r
D r .  H a s s a n a i n  A l -

Ta l i b

JanuaryJanuary



An SEM viewof a confluent Caco-2 monolayeron a Transwell insert, where a high TEER
value (826 Ωcm-²) highlights the formation of a tight, functional intestinal epithelial

barrier. The Transwell system enables polarised cell growth by separating apical and
basolateral compartments, closely mimicking the intestinal epithelium. Under these
conditions, Caco-2 cells differentiate into enterocyte-like cells representative of the
human small intestine which is used as an in vitro model to study intestinal barrier

function and permeability.

Image courtesy of
Nur Syafina Binti

Hisham, MSc
student under

supervision of Dr.
Wan Nor I’zzah Wan

Mohamad Zain
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     Image of the Month
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The "Green Stain".
The “Green Stain” captures a moment of quiet catastrophe unfolding within the fragile
architecture of a developing embryo. Beneath layers of meticulously forming tissue, a
silent alarm has been activated—set off by maternal exposure to bisphenol A (BPA).

Through precise staining, the release of cytochrome c becomes visible, radiating from
the mitochondria like a breach in cellularorder. This molecularescape marks the point

of no return, igniting a cascade of apoptotic signals that spread relentlessly from cell to
cell. What should have been a symphony of growth is instead transformed into a
controlled collapse, each glowing signal a testament to programmed cell death

overtaking development. The luminous contrast within the image serves as haunting
evidence of a future interrupted—life halted not by chance, but by an unseen chemical

influence, long before it could fully take shape.

Image courtesy of
Aqila Akmal

Mohammad Kamal,
PhD student under

supervision of
Professor Dr. Nor

Ashikin Mohamed
Noor Khan

MarchMarch
     Image of the Month
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Salam Aidilfitri

S e l a m a t  H a r i  R a y a  A i d i l f i t r i
f r o m  a l l  o f  u s  a t  I M M B

 
 T h a n k  y o u  f o r  b e i n g  p a r t  o f  I M M B  c o m m u n i t y .  

W e  t r u l y  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  c o n t i n u o u s  s u p p o r t
a n d  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  u s .  

M a a f  Z a h i r  d a n  B a t i n
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	“THE CRIME SCENE ACTIVITY WAS MY FAVOURITE. I FELT LIKE A REAL DETECTIVE SOLVING A MYSTERY.”
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	ASMA ALI  IBRAHIM MZE
	My journey started in Malaysia, where I began a bachelor’s degree in biotechnology science. What started as an alternative quickly became a genuine passion. I went on to pursue a Master's in Biomedical Science and eventually embarked on a PhD in Medicine. Today, as I approach the final stage of my doctorate, I am amazed by how far that island girl has come academically. Pursuing a PhD was not easy. A PhD is often regarded as a solitary journey, and at times this can be true, especially when dealing with experimental challenges, troubleshooting results, or working alone in the laboratory. Yet, certain days are different thanks to the supportive environment within the Faculty of Medicine and the Institute of Medical Molecular Biotechnology (IMMB).
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	IMMB has opened the doors not only to scientific discovery through research talks, journal clubs and activities but also to a supportive community that fostered my growth. I am deeply appreciative of my supervisors for their guidance and patience; the dedicated lab staff who made our work possible; and my fellow postgraduate students who brought friendship, companionship, laughter and support to the most difficult days.
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