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INTRODUCTION

Figure 0.1: the opposite view of the administration building of Agriculture Research Statiomn

Tenom

The Agriculture Research Station (ARS) Tenom was established on 1971. This
statior; is one from the four main centre/station in Sabah. Another centre/station is at
Agriculture Research Centre Tuaran, Agriculture Research Station Ulu Dusun
Sandakan, and Agricuiture Research Station Quoin Hill Taw:au. From the beginning,
this station was known as Cocoa Research Station due to the research activity was
focussed on cocoa only. Since on 1981, the researching activity are developing into
many another crops such as fruit trees, coffee, food crops and apiculture
researching until the station’s name is changed to Agriculture Research Station
Tenom. The factor that causing the changing of name and developing the activity is
when the Cocoa Malaysian Board was established and taking all the cocoa
researching activity. Although the cocoa researching activity is already stopped

here, the keeping of cocoa’s clones are still actively continued so that they will not

extinct from this station.

The station is located on Lagud Sebrang (latitude 5°U and longitude 116°T) with

elevation of 200 to 300 m above sea level. It is located in about 15 km from Tenom




town and has a width of 625 ha (1,500 acre). The land on this station is semi flat
land and the other is hilly. The soil type on this station is alluvial. The raining

average in a year here are 1,500 mm.

The fruits researching (horticulture) was started on 1981 and focussed on collecting
the collection of fruits’ germplasm, spices and hard fruits (nuts). The collection of
germplasm in this station is rare types (wild and semi wild), local fruits, and
tropical/sub-tropical fruits such as Abiu, Canistel, and Mamey Sapote which are

have potential to be planted in Sabah.

The food crop’s researching activity were also started on 1981 by focussed on
researching the agronomic, new varieties, collecting the collection of germplasm and
making the crop basis for the cereal, nuts, corms, fruiting ve:getables, leafy

vegetables, spices, and herbs.

The honey bee researching (apiculture) was started formally on 1987. The
researching is focussed on study the honey bee's colony, the potential species to be
keep, the suitable location to keep the bees, and the flowers which can attract the

bees.

Since on its establishment, it has contributed much contribution to agriculture
development on researching especially. Through the agriculture development, the

infrastructure and the facilities of researching in this station are also increased.




