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Textile Waste Poses
Serious Threat to
Environment

08 April 2025 | The Sun

Textile waste poses serious
threat to environment

 Some fibres take up to
200 years todecompose
andrelease greenhouse gas
that accelerates climate
change: Academic

1 57 QIRANA NABILLA MOHD RASHIDI
newsdesk@thesundaily.com

PETALING JAYA: Malaysia produces an
alarming 195,300 tonnes of textile waste each
year, much of which ends up in landfills
xperts have warned that this growing
issue  accelerates climate change and
ironmental pollution as synthetic fabrics
ay take decades to decompose.
Universiti Teknologi Mara Textile and
Apparel Programme School of Industrial
nology senior lecturer Dr Najua Tulos
explained that textile waste contributes

cor
to envionmental pollution, with the
me  of textiles

in

landfills varying up to 200 ye
depending on the material composition and
envionmental conditions.

“Common textile fibres, such as cotton
n three

(natural fibre), may take betwee
months and i

Synthetic fibre, such as polyester, which is
derived from petroleum, is notably resistant
to decomposition, taking between 20 a

some texile waste is openly bumed, releasing
toxic gases that worsen air pollution.

Thisis acommon issue at liegal dumpsites
in Kuala Lumpur and Johor, whe Vi
burned

years to b

“Factors such as moisture, temperature
and oxygen levels affect the process
of decomposition”

She said decomposing synthetic textles
e methane, a greenhouse gas that
accelerates climate change.

She added that textile e contains.
harmful chemicals, including dyes, heavy
‘metals and microplastics.

She also said Malaysia imports. large
amounts of cheap fast fashion, with many
discarded after only a few uses.

ADAM AMIR HAMZAH/THESUN
fast fashion to conscious consumption.
People become more aware of 4
their purchasing decisions, leading to more
responsible shopping habits”

Naju: sia should adopt a
combination of regulations, incentives
awareness programmes o address textile

“Textile production has a huge
environme pact. Making one cotion

es 2,700 ltres of wate, which is
the same amount a person drinks in 2.5 years.
e demand for new clothes also contributes
w0 deforestation, water shortages and

She said implementing Extended

Producer Responsibility would require

fashion brands to manage the disposal o their

products by collecting, recycling or upcydling

used textiles, similar 10 the Furopean Union

model in which companies fund waste
1l i

“When discarded clothing p
the chemicals leach into the soil and
groundwater, affecting agriculture and
rinking water sources. For instance, the
Klang River has been found to have high
levels of industrial pollutants, some of which
originate from textile and garment factories.
“Many clothes today are made from
synthetic fibres, such as nylon and acrylic,
which shed microplastics when washed. In
Malaysia, rivers such as
and the Klang Ri
microplastics 10 the
marine life”
Najua said due to limited landfill space,

She stressed that a circular economy is key
10 managing textile waste in Malaysia as
cling, reusing and upc
along with supporting sustainable fashion
thand markets, could cut waste,
reduce environmental harm and promote a
greener future.

With government support and consumer
participation, a circular fashion economy
could become a reality, benefitting the
environment and the economy, she added.

H

a s onsu
consumption is_essential. Thrifting
d

“Nationwide textile recycling centres
should be established by installing collection
bins in public arcas, malls and residential
zones while improving infrastructure for
sorting and repus textiles.

“Introducing a fast fashion tax on retailers
would _discourage overproduction and
overconsumption, with the revenue funding
recycling programmes and sustainability
initlatives, as seen in France”

She encouraged a nationwide “Repair,
Reuse and Thrift” campaign to educate
Malaysians on the environmental impact of
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Delegasi Malaysia
Menang Dua Emas, Tiga
Perak Dan Satu Gangsa
di Geneva

14 April 2025 | Harian Metro

Delegasi Malaysia menang dua emas, tiga perak dan satu gangsa di

Geneva

Kuata Lumpur : Delegasi Malaysia mersih dua pingst emas, tiga persk dan satu gangsa di Pamersn Rekacipta dan Inovasi
ke-50 & Geneva, Switzertand, yang bermula 9 hingga 13 April [siu.

Pingat emas dimenangi pereka cipta dari Universiti Teknelogi Mara (UITM) isitu Dr Neraina Norman, Dr Nerhasmira Mehamad dan
Prof Dr Mubamad Yusmisidil Putera M Yusof yang membangunksn produk inovssi diberi nama CYMAXX

Menurut mereka, CYMAXX adalsh sistem pintar berasaskan kecerdasan bustan (A) yang membanty mendai tshap kemastangan

vertebra servikal secara automatik.

“Sistem ini ketepatan penilaian, mengoptimumkan penentuan masa rawatan serta
menyumbang kepada penambsh baikan hast rawstan dalam bidang kesihatan” katanys

ralst manusia,

Read more:
https://www.hmetro.com.my/mutakhir/2025/04/12
07701/delegasi-malaysia-menang-dua-emas-
tiga-perak-dan-satu-gangsa-di-geneva
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