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ABSTRACT 

Reading development among dyslexic children remains a key concern, especially in 

syllable recognition and sentence construction in the Malay language. This study aims 

to address these challenges by introducing the EDUxic guidelines and a structured 

classroom teaching aid called jomBACA. This study adopted a Design and Development 

Research (DDR) approach, guided by the ADDIE model, to explore needs, design, 

development, implementation, and outcomes. Eight objectives are formulated to 

examine the full process from early design to classroom application. Classroom 

observations, teacher reflections, and dyslexic children’s performance formed the basis 

of the implementation and evaluation phase. The jomBACA tool was applied in a 

focused classroom setting, and its effects were assessed through the post-test (M=14.80) 

score, which was higher compared to the mean score for the pre-test (M= 8.60). The 

qualitative analysis indicates that dyslexic children’s independence and engagement 

increase in structured sessions. Overall findings suggest that the ability to recognise 

open-closed and closed-open syllables, construct sentences, participation, and 

confidence during classroom activities increase among dyslexic children. The EDUxic 

guidelines offer a validated reference to guide instructional design, while the jomBACA 

teaching aid reflects these principles in practice. The outcomes suggest that a teaching 

aid built on clear objectives, grounded in dyslexic children’s needs, and applied through 

real classroom conditions supports reading development among dyslexic children. This 

study provides practical direction for future instructional efforts and contributes to the 

advancement of inclusive strategies in special education settings. 
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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Introduction 

This chapter discusses the underpinning issues of dyslexic children in Malaysia, 

focusing on reading skills in the Malay language. The chapter starts by emphasising the 

study’s background, the problem statement, and the research objectives. It also explains 

some of the terminology used in this study, as well as the significance of the research. 

The limitations and delimitations of the study are highlighted as well.  This chapter ends 

with a conclusion. 

1.2 Research Background 

In Malaysia’s educational context, fostering a distinct shared identity among 

Malaysians is emphasised by promoting proficiency in the Malay language, the 

country’s common national language. The Malay language serves to unite Malaysia’s 

diverse population and plays a vital role in communication and knowledge sharing. It 

is the primary language for learning and interaction, which is essential for national 

identity. Proficiency in the language is often measured through verbal communication, 

reflecting linguistic competence in a multilingual society (Othman et al., 2023). 

However, Malay language teaching in schools largely follows conventional methods, 

with limited focus on language fundamentals and minimal integration of technology 

(Agus, 2021).  

Considering the structure of the Malay language, primary students require specific 

skills to express ideas clearly during daily interactions. Therefore, teaching and learning 

the Malays language should focus on enabling students to use the language fluently, 

accurately, and meaningfully in real-life situations. Students are guided to master three 

core types of language skills: receptive skills (listening and reading), productive skills 

(speaking and writing), and interactive skills. Additionally, students are taught essential 

aspects of Malay language structure, including grammar, morphology (word 

formation), syntax (sentence structure), spelling, pronunciation, vocabulary, and textual 




