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ABSTRACT 

This research explores the development of a Social Behaviour framework aimed at empowering unity 

among Orang Asli students in Malaysia. The objective of this study is to create a structured approach 

to enhance social integration, foster mutual respect, and reduce ethnic-based stereotypes in educational 

environments. Given the diversity of Malaysia, it is crucial to focus on inclusive strategies that 

promote national unity through social behavior. The research adopts a qualitative methodology, 

primarily utilizing semi-structured interviews with Orang Asli students and teachers from various 

schools across Perak State. These interviews were designed to capture the perspectives and 

experiences of the Orang Asli community regarding their interactions with peers from different ethnic 

backgrounds, the challenges they face, and the opportunities for social cohesion. Data collected were 

analyzed thematically to identify recurring patterns and insights. Key findings reveal that Orang Asli 

students experience social isolation, low self-esteem, and limited interactions with non-Indigenous 

students, which hinder their full integration into the school community. However, fostering culturally 

sensitive practices and creating platforms for intercultural exchange enhanced understanding and 

collaboration between students. The framework developed proposes a comprehensive approach that 

includes educational reforms, community engagement, and teacher training to address these issues. 

Keyword: Social Behaviour, Orang Asli, unity 

1. INTRODUCTION

Malaysia is a nation celebrated for its rich cultural diversity, with various ethnic groups contributing 

to its social and economic landscape. Among these communities, the Orang Asli, the indigenous 

people of Peninsular Malaysia, represent a significant but often marginalized group. Despite their 

historical and cultural importance, Orang Asli students face numerous challenges in integrating into 

the broader educational system (Ministry of Education Malaysia, 2024). Social isolation, low self-

esteem, and limited interaction with students from other ethnic backgrounds hinder their academic and 

social development (Nordin & Danjuma, 2018). These barriers perpetuate divisions, which can impede 

the realization of national unity (Malaysia, 2013). The problem lies in the lack of a structured approach 

to address the social behavior of Orang Asli students, which is essential for fostering mutual respect 

and understanding in a multicultural society (Othman, 2022). Existing educational practices often 

overlook the unique needs of Orang Asli students, contributing to their disengagement and limited 

social participation (Sulaiman, Mohd Azmi, Ridzuan, Aminuddin & Saini, 2020).  



84 

This research aims to develop a Social Behaviour Framework to empower Orang Asli students by 

promoting unity, mutual respect, and collaboration with their peers from different ethnic groups. The 

study's objectives are to understand the social challenges faced by Orang Asli students, create an 

actionable framework to address these challenges, and propose practical strategies for enhancing 

social cohesion in educational settings. 

2. METHODOLOGY

This study employed a qualitative research design to explore the social challenges faced by Orang 

Asli students in schools and develop a framework to empower them towards greater unity and 

integration with peers from different ethnic groups. The primary data collection method used was 

semi-structured interviews (Creswell, 2014), which allowed for an in-depth understanding of the 

perspectives of key stakeholders involved in the educational experience of Orang Asli students. 

Participants included Orang Asli students and teachers from schools in Perak state.  

The interviews were designed to capture a broad range of insights, including the social and cultural 

challenges that Orang Asli students face, their experiences in interacting with non-Indigenous peers, 

and the barriers to mutual understanding and collaboration. Questions focused on identifying specific 

obstacles to social integration, the role of educators and the community in supporting these students, 

and any existing practices that promote or hinder social cohesion.  

The data collected were analyzed thematically to identify recurring challenges and opportunities. 

These insights were then used to develop the Social Behaviour Framework, aimed at empowering 

Orang Asli students through strategies that promote unity, mutual respect, and intercultural 

collaboration. 

3. FINDINGS

The Social Framework for Orang Asli Student Empowerment 
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Figure 1 The Social Framework for Orang Asli Student Empowerment 

4. CONCLUSION

This framework addresses the key factors influencing social behavior among Orang Asli and non-

Orang Asli students by promoting cultural awareness, inclusive learning, and emotional well-being. 

Through strategic actions such as peer support, teacher training, and community involvement, it fosters 

unity and mutual respect in diverse educational settings. By improving access to resources and 

encouraging meaningful interactions, the framework aims to reduce stereotypes and create a 

supportive environment for all learners. Ultimately, it contributes to a more equitable and harmonious 

school culture across Malaysia’s multicultural landscape. 

Factors Influencing Social 

Behavior 

• Negative Attitudes and Social 

Discomfort

• Lack of Cultural Knowledge

• Expectations and Stereotypes

• Limited Learning Environment 

• Peer and Family Influence

• Behavior in Social Interactions

Cultural Awareness & Inclusion 

• Integrate Orang Asli culture into the 

school curriculum.

• Host cultural exchange events and

celebrations.

• Promote positive Orang Asli role models 

in school programs.

Student Empowerment & Peer Support 

• Create peer buddy systems to encourage 

cross-cultural friendships.

• Encourage inclusive extracurricular and 

group activities.

• Establish student-led dialogues to 

challenge stereotypes.

• Provide peer support groups and safe

spaces for expression. 

Educator & Community Engagement 

• Train teachers on inclusive strategies and 

cultural sensitivity.

• Conduct family engagement programs to 

build supportive attitudes.

• Organize awareness campaigns and anti-

bullying initiatives.

Learning Environment & Accessibility 

• Improve access to learning tools and 

digital resources.

• Implement mobile or community-based 

learning hubs. 

• Use visual and interactive teaching aids to 

support understanding.

• Ensure equitable distribution of school 

facilities and materials.

Social-Emotional Development 

• Introduce Social-Emotional Learning (SEL) 

into the curriculum.

• Offer counseling services for students

dealing with social challenges.

• Promote activities that build empathy,

communication, and teamwork.

Initiatives for 

Improvement 

Social Behavior of OA students in 

school 

social isolation, low self-esteem, 

limited interactions, passive 

participation in class, reluctance to 

compete, strong peer bonding 

within ethnic group 
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