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ABSTRACT 

 
SURIKARAS is a rustic coffee table inspired by the kuih karas, lace like 

form of Kuih Karas, a traditional Malaysian snack recognized for its intricate 

golden threads. This design reimagines the kuih's signature pattern into a 

handcrafted tabletop that celebrates local food heritage through 

material and form. Constructed from solid reclaimed wood, the table 

highlights natural textures and embraces the raw elegance of rustic 

aesthetics. The tabletop’s surface pattern draws from the swirling visual of 

kuih karas, while woven rattan elements are subtly integrated into the base 

paying homage to traditional Malaysian craftsmanship. Finished with hand-

sanding, charring, and a natural matte coat, the table reflects artisanal 

care and warmth. Developed in collaboration with Suri Decor, SURIKARAS 

blends heritage-inspired design with contemporary usability. The result is a 

culturally rich and functional coffee table that invites storytelling and 

connection. SURIKARAS brings tradition into the modern home, turning 

everyday furniture into a tribute to Malaysia’s vibrant design language. 
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INTRODUCTION 

In Kedah, Kuih Karas is more than just a traditional snack it’s a symbol 

of community, craftsmanship, and cultural memory. Known for its delicate, 

lace-like form made from thin strands of fried rice flour, kuih karas reflects 

the beauty of patience and skill passed down through generations 

(Jabatan Kebudayaan dan Kesenian Negara [JKKN], n.d.). Though simple 

in appearance, its intricate pattern tells a story of connection and tradition 

within the Malay culture of Northern Malaysia. 

Unfortunately, such meaningful cultural elements are rarely seen in 

modern furniture today. The focus on minimalism and mass production 

has caused traditional design inspirations like kuih karas to fade from 

everyday objects (Mohd Yusof & Othman, 2022). Younger generations 

are drawn to sleek, functional designs but often lose touch with the stories 

and identity that shaped their cultural roots (Mohamed, Zainal, & Hashim, 

2022). 

SURIKARAS was created to reconnect tradition with contemporary living. 

Inspired by the fine texture of kuih karas, this rustic coffee table celebrates 

Kedah’s local heritage through natural materials and handcrafted detail. 

Designed for modern homes, it carries the spirit of tradition while fitting 

effortlessly into today’s lifestyles turning a humble snack into a meaningful 

centerpiece. 

PROBLEM STATEMENT 

In contemporary furniture design, traditional cultural elements such 

as Kuih Karas a signature snack from Kedah are rarely explored as design 

inspiration. Instead, many modern products prioritize minimalism and 

global trends, leading to a gradual loss of local identity in everyday 

furniture (Mohd Yusof & Othman, 2022). As a result, Malaysian heritage is 

underrepresented in the furniture industry, especially in forms that connect 

with younger generations (Mohamed, Zainal, & Hashim, 2022). 
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This disconnect has created a gap between cultural expression and 

modern lifestyle. Designers often struggle to translate symbolic elements like 

traditional snacks or crafts into furniture pieces that are both functional and 

emotionally resonant (Suprapto, Muhtarom, & Winarno, 2023). Without 

innovative efforts to blend tradition with practicality, the rich stories behind 

cultural icons like Kuih Karas may be overlooked or forgotten (JKKN, n.d.). 

SURIKARAS was created to bridge this gap reimagining Kedah’s cultural 

essence through a rustic coffee table that fits seamlessly into modern interiors. 

It offers a design that not only celebrates heritage but also responds to 

current user needs, ensuring that tradition remains alive and relevant in 

today’s living spaces. 

 

MATERIALS AND METHODS 

 

Suri Karas uses two types of wood, namely pine wood and 12mm 

plywood. For the top, I used pine wood and made a hole in the middle 

of the wood to place the kuih karas element in the middle. A frosted mirror 

was used to see the effect of the kuih karas and its random texture. For the 

body, I started marking the plywood and cutting the wood using a 

wooden table to make 20 pieces in a repeated manner to get the same 

size and accuracy to show the kuih karas element. For the legs and open 

shelves, I used pine wood for the legs to make the difference between 

the legs and for the body, I used a woodworking machine such as a saw 

to cut the wood according to the shape I wanted. For the open shelves, 

I used 12mm plywood and made it round using a jigsaw. 

. 
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Figure 1.1 Place the pine wood on the plywood for the marking process. 

Figure 1.2 Cut plywood boards into circular shapes using a jigsaw. 
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Figure 1.3 Cut the frosted glass into a 30mm round shape. 

Figure 1.4 Final render of SuriKaras – a heritage-inspired Coffee Table Kuih 

karas with Modern Rustic style. 
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

 

SURIKARAS demonstrates that even the simplest cultural elements like 

the lace like form of Kuih Karas can inspire meaningful and contemporary 

furniture design. By translating the snack’s intricate texture into a rustic 

coffee table, this project celebrates Kedah’s rich heritage while offering 

a functional piece that fits seamlessly into modern homes. The natural 

materials, handcrafted finish, and culturally inspired form make the table 

both visually unique and emotionally resonant. 

This project proves that traditional icons from daily life can be reimagined 

into furniture that speaks to both heritage and modernity. It encourages 

designers to explore everyday cultural items, not just architectural motifs, as 

design inspiration. Moving forward, this approach can be expanded into 

a full series of furniture that reflects the diversity of Malaysian culture. 

Exploring other traditional elements such as batik, local woodcraft, or 

festive foods alongside sustainable materials can further strengthen the 

bond between cultural identity and contemporary design. 

 

CONCLUSION & RECOMMENDATION 

 
SURIKARAS demonstrates that even the simplest cultural elements like 

the lace like form of Kuih Karas can inspire meaningful and contemporary 

furniture design. By translating the snack’s intricate texture into a rustic 

coffee table, this project celebrates Kedah’s rich heritage while offering 

a functional piece that fits seamlessly into modern homes. The natural 

materials, handcrafted finish, and culturally inspired form make the table 

both visually unique and emotionally resonant. 

 

This project proves that traditional icons from daily life can be reimagined 

into furniture that speaks to both heritage and modernity. It encourages 



 

630 
 

designers to explore everyday cultural items, not just architectural motifs, as 

design inspiration. Moving forward, this approach can be expanded into 

a full series of furniture that reflects the diversity of Malaysian culture. 

Exploring other traditional elements such as batik, local woodcraft, or 

festive foods alongside sustainable materials can further strengthen the 

bond between cultural identity and contemporary design. 
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