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ABSTRACT 

 

Pesaka Lapan is a chair design that beautifully merges traditional Malay culture 

with the needs of modern furniture. Drawing inspiration from the Bunga Pecah 

Lapan motif, commonly found in Kelantanese songket, this design breathes new 

life into a cultural symbol, making it feel fresh and practical. Rather than 

preserving heritage only through decoration or museum displays, this project 

reimagines it as something people can use and experience in their daily lives. 

The chair is crafted from rattan, metal, and fabric, resulting in a sturdy yet 

lightweight frame that is both comfortable and user-friendly. Its low, floor-level 

design reflects traditional Asian seating styles that encourage a calm and 

grounded posture. Despite its sleek and minimal appearance, the design 

maintains a strong connection to tradition through carefully considered details 

and the use of natural textures. This project is a heartfelt effort to bridge the past 

and the present through design. It demonstrates how cultural stories can live not 

just through visuals, but through the way we interact with objects. Pesaka Lapan 

is more than just a chair; it is a meaningful attempt to bring heritage into modern 

homes, allowing tradition to be part of everyday life in a subtle, respectful, and 

engaging way. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

Design goes beyond just solving problems or making things visually 

appealing; it has the power to tell stories and preserve our cultural heritage. That’s 

the inspiration behind Pesaka Lapan. It all began with the Bunga Pecah Lapan 

motif, a pattern that resonates with many Malaysians, especially in traditional 

textiles like songket. Rather than replicating the design exactly, I chose to 

reinterpret it in a way that feels right for modern homes. This chair isn’t merely 

functional; it’s a symbol that connects users to something deeper and more 

familiar. As a design student, I wanted to delve into how everyday items, like 

chairs, can embody cultural significance. The aim was to create something that 

not only works well and feel comfortable but also serves as a gentle reminder of 

one’s roots. 

MATERIALS AND METHODS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1.1 The picture of bending process 

 

Pesaka Lapan is crafted from three key materials: metal, rattan, and fabric 

upholstery. The frame is constructed using metal pipes that are expertly bent to 

create a sleek, low profile. Metal is chosen for its strength and ability to support 

weight effectively. Rattan wraps around the outer parts of the chair, shaped to 

complement the curves of the metal frame, which lends the piece a natural, 

handcrafted appearance. This use of rattan also ties the design back to traditional 

Malay furniture. For the seat, I opted for medium-density foam covered in a woven 

fabric, ensuring it’s comfy for sitting. The chair is designed to sit low to the ground, 
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reflecting traditional Asian seating styles where people often sit cross-legged. The 

overall shape evolved through sketches, model testing, and digital modeling, with 

a constant focus on achieving a balance of simplicity and comfort. 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION/FINDINGS 

During this process, I discovered that you could weave culture into furniture 

design without it feeling overly traditional or dated. Instead of using the full motif 

in a decorative way, I used shapes and forms that were inspired by it. Those who 

saw the design found it to be sleek and modern, yet they still sensed a traditional 

vibe thanks to the materials and overall shape. The rattan added a warm, natural 

element, evoking memories of the kind of furniture many people grew up with. The 

low seating style gave the chair a calm and grounding presence. It’s more than 

just a spot to sit; it serves as a gentle reminder of a lifestyle that’s slower, more 

relaxed, and deeply connected to our roots. 

 

CONCLUSION & RECOMMENDATION 

Pesaka Lapan is a wonderful initiative that aims to keep cultural design alive 

and relevant in our modern homes. It beautifully shows us that we don’t have to 

choose between embracing contemporary styles and honoring our traditions; we 

can truly enjoy the best of both worlds. A chair like this can effortlessly blend into 

any living space, quietly sharing its story through its unique shape and materials. 

Looking ahead, I’m eager to explore more ways to transform traditional patterns 

and concepts into functional, meaningful furniture. Who knows? This chair could 

evolve into a full furniture collection or be customized for cafes, cultural centers, 

or modern heritage homes. Design has the incredible power to keep culture 

vibrant, not by locking it away in a display case, but by integrating it into our 

everyday lives. 
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Figure 1.2 Final Design 
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