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ABSTRACT 

 

FOLIMA is a unique tissue storage solution that draws inspiration from the 

beautiful architectural heritage of Rumah Limas in Johor, Malaysia. It’s 

designed not just to meet practical needs but also to preserve cultural values, 

making it perfect for hotel environments where traditional elements and 

storytelling can truly enhance the guest experience. The shape of FOLIMA 

mirrors the iconic sloping roof of Rumah Limas, and its surface features the 

pucuk rebung motif, which symbolizes growth and humility in Malay culture. 

The design is centered around three key principles: honoring heritage, 

aesthetic appeal, and using eco- friendly materials. FOLIMA is made from 

sustainable resources like renewable wood and biodegradable materials, 

promoting environmentally friendly practices in hospitality. Its compact size 

and attractive design make it a great fit for various hotel room interiors, 

especially those that celebrate local identity and cultural expression. By blending 

cultural artistry with sustainable material choices, FOLIMA transforms from just a 

functional tissue box into a meaningful decor piece that showcases Malaysia’s 

rich heritage. It offers hotels a distinctive accessory that not only enhances 

room aesthetics but also encourages guests to appreciate the local culture. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

Tissue boxes are common household items, yet many commercially 

available options are made from low-quality materials, leading to warping, 

discoloration, and reduced aesthetic appeal over time (Oladoyin & 

Onwuakpa, 2020). Such deficiencies undermine their suitability as decorative 

elements in interior spaces, especially in hospitality settings like homestays. As 

cultural identity increasingly influences product design, integrating heritage 

elements into everyday objects enhances their value and emotional 

connection with users (Amer, 2023). In Malaysia, incorporating traditional 

motifs and architectural inspirations reflects a distinctive design identity that 

resonates with local culture (Razali, Barkauskaitė, & Naivkas, 2017). Addressing 

these issues, FOLIMA was developed as a tissue box inspired by Johor’s Rumah Limas 

architecture. This design emphasizes the use of eco-friendly materials and 

traditional pucuk rebung motifs to create a sustainable, culturally rich, and 

aesthetically pleasing product for homestay environments. 

 

MATERIALS AND METHODS 

 

 
Figure 1.1 The picture of final products 
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The FOLIMA tissue box is crafted from a blend of metal and wood, striking 

a balance between durability, visual appeal, and eco-friendliness. The main 

materials used are plywood, which is not only environmentally friendly but also 

easy to laser cut, and metal plate, chosen for its strength and ability to support 

the overall design. 

 

During the fabrication process, laser cutting was employed on the plywood to 

create beautiful pucuk rebung patterns, drawing inspiration from the cultural 

aesthetics of Rumah Limas architecture. The metal plate pieces were shaped 

and welded together to form a sturdy and reliable framework. The assembly 

brought these two materials together in a way that honors traditional design 

while embracing modern production techniques. 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION/FINDINGS 

 

The aim of this research was to dive into the demand for a tissue storage 

product that draws inspiration from heritage, particularly suited for hotel. This study 

collects insights from multiple perspectives, such as cultural appreciation, 

material preferences, and the integration of traditional design into everyday 

household items. The goal is to develop a tissue box that’s not just visually 

appealing and eco-friendly, but also steeped in cultural significance, 

ultimately enriching the experience for users in hospitality settings. 

 
Moreover, the research aims to assess how effectively the design caters to the 

needs of both hotel operators and their guests. It examines factors like 

aesthetic appeal, the sustainability of materials, and the feasibility of 

production. The findings are based on empirical data gathered through 

questionnaires distributed to potential users and stakeholders, focusing on 

their preferences regarding traditional design elements, material selections, 

and overall product usability. 
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Figure 1.2 Pie Chart about design that suit to use at hotel 

 
 

The survey revealed that 43.8% of respondents preferred a traditional 

design that reflects local culture, supporting the integration of Rumah Limas 

and pucuk rebung motifs in FOLIMA. Meanwhile, 25% favoured a simple 

design and another 25% preferred a modern style for a clean look, indicating 

a need for minimal yet culturally inspired aesthetics. Only 6.2% chose a 

wooden design, suggesting material should complement rather than 

dominate the visual appeal. 

 

CONCLUSION & RECOMMENDATION 
 

FOLIMA beautifully blends traditional Malay design with sustainable 

materials, crafting a tissue storage solution that’s both practical and stylish for 

hotel settings. The incorporation of pucuk rebung motifs and the Rumah Limas-

inspired shape not only showcases cultural heritage but also uses eco-friendly 

plywood and metal to ensure its durable and environmentally conscious. 

Feedback from questionnaires revealed that users really appreciate products 

that draw on heritage in hospitality environments. It’s a good idea to consider 

different sizes and design variations to cater to various interior styles. Looking 

ahead, there’s potential to streamline the assembly process for better 

production efficiency and to explore more sustainable finishes to widen its 

appeal in the market. 
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Figure 1.3 The picture of Environment (FOLIMA) 
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