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ABSTRACT 

 

Senggok is a modern lounge chair that draws inspiration from the graceful shape and 

cultural significance of the Wau Pungguk, a traditional Malay kite from Pahang. Known 

for its beautifully curved, owl-like wings and rich heritage, this design aims to transform 

this cultural symbol into a stylish and functional piece of furniture, seamlessly blending 

traditional identity with contemporary luxury. Tailored for boutique hotels or culturally 

themed hospitality spaces, Senggok provides guests with an authentic Malaysian 

seating experience that honors local craftsmanship while ensuring modern comfort. The 

name "Senggok" comes from the Malay word "sengguk," which means a gentle 

nodding motion, symbolizing the natural rhythm of relaxation and the poetic story of the 

pungguk (owl) yearning for the moon. This reflects both the physical posture and the 

emotional essence of rest. The chair is made from a mix of wood and metal. The wood 

showcases Malaysia’s abundant natural resources and traditional craftsmanship, while 

the metal adds durability, elegance, and a contemporary touch. This combination of 

materials represents a harmonious balance between heritage and innovation, aligning 

with Malaysia’s evolving design narrative. Thoughtfully designed with comfort in mind, 

Senggok features a reclined seating angle that encourages deep relaxation and 

tranquility. Its structure mimics the graceful flow and lift of a wau in flight, transforming 

the simple act of sitting into a poetic moment of pause and serenity. Through Senggok, 

this project highlights how traditional cultural elements can be reimagined into modern 

furniture that resonates with both functionality and Malaysian identity in the realm of 

hospitality design. 
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INTRODUCTION 

In the ever-evolving world of Malaysian furniture design, it seems that cultural 

identity often takes a back seat to the demands of the market. Many local brands focus 

more on mass appeal and profitability than on expressing their heritage, which leads to 

furniture that feels devoid of the rich Malaysian character (M. Ibrahim, 2007). Many 

companies create beautifully crafted pieces, yet they often miss the mark when it 

comes to weaving in distinctive elements of Malaysian culture into their designs (M. 

Ibrahim, 2007). This trend not only diminishes the presence of Malaysia's vibrant heritage 

in modern interiors but also fosters a disconnect between people and their surroundings. 

 

Moreover, while some culturally themed furniture tries to highlight heritage through 

decorative elements or motifs, these designs frequently prioritize looks over practicality 

and comfort. As pointed out by Faridah Sahari and Musdi Shanat (2021), the current 

approach to culturally inspired furniture shows a troubling imbalance where usability is 

sacrificed for mere visual appeal. This underscores a vital design gap: the necessity for 

products that blend cultural storytelling with functional design.                                                                   

 

Senggok a modern lounge chair inspired by the iconic Wau Pungguk from Pahang. It 

tackles this challenge head-on by merging traditional forms, meaningful symbolism, and 

ergonomic comfort. Specifically designed for hotels and culturally themed hospitality 

spaces, Senggok reinterprets tradition using contemporary materials and a user-

centered approach. This project aims to revive cultural significance in Malaysian 

furniture by delivering a design that is not only aesthetically pleasing but also practical, 

meaningful, and relevant in today’s design landscape. 

 

 

 

 
 

MATERIALS AND METHODS 
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Figure 1.1 The image of Senggok 3d design 

 

 
 

Figure 1.2 The images of material and method 
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The Senggok lounge chair is crafted from wood and metal, each chosen for its 

deep meaning and structural role. The wood symbolizes Malaysian cultural identity and 

craftsmanship, while the metal adds a contemporary flair and ensures the chair's 

durability. 

 
For the seat, a solid wooden panel is shaped into a rounded form, echoing the graceful 

silhouette inspired by the Wau Pungguk kite. Surrounding this wooden seat, a metal pipe 

is expertly bent to follow its curves, serving as both a sturdy support and a visual frame 

that mimics the gentle arcs of a kite in flight. 

 
The armrests consist of three distinct pieces of wood, each meticulously shaped to 

create an ergonomic curve. These wooden parts are sanded down to a smooth finish 

using a sanding machine, ensuring they feel comfortable and flow seamlessly with the 

overall design. 

 
All the metal elements, including the base frame and support structure, are connected 

through precise welding techniques. A welding machine is employed to create strong, 

clean joints that boost the chair’s stability while keeping its sleek appearance. 

 
To make the chair even more comfortable, the wooden seat is topped with soft 

upholstery. This cushioning adds a touch of coziness without detracting from the chair’s 

minimalist and elegant aesthetic. 

 
Every step of the process from selecting materials to shaping, bending, welding, and 

finishing is carried out with care, showcasing the beautiful blend of cultural heritage and 

modern craftsmanship that characterizes the Senggok lounge chair. 

 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION/FINDINGS 

 
The Senggok lounge chair beautifully embodies the graceful and flowing shape 

of the Wau Pungguk, transforming it into a cozy and practical seating option. Drawing 

inspiration from the kite’s elegantly curved, owl-like wings, the chair features a round 

wooden seat paired with a sleek metal frame that gives off a sense of lift and lightness. 
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These design elements not only evoke the image of a kite soaring through the sky but 

also provide solid support and stability. 

 

The combination of wood and metal creates a perfect harmony between cultural 

heritage and contemporary design. The wood symbolizes Malaysian tradition and 

natural resources, while the metal adds a polished, durable touch that’s perfect for 

upscale hospitality environments. The bent metal pipe encircling the seat not only 

reinforces the chair’s graceful curves but also serves as both a structural frame and a 

striking visual detail. 

 

The armrests, crafted from three distinct pieces of wood and meticulously sanded, 

enhance both comfort and artistry. By adding upholstered padding to the wooden 

seat, the overall experience is elevated, making it a fantastic choice for relaxed spaces 

like boutique hotels and lounges. The ergonomic reclined angle of the seat encourages 

a natural lounging posture, allowing users to unwind comfortably. 

 

This project showcases how cultural inspiration, thoughtful design, and innovative 

materials can come together to create a lounge chair that is not only visually appealing 

but also functional, reinforcing Malaysia’s design identity in modern settings. 

 

CONCLUSION & RECOMMENDATION 

 
In conclusion, the Senggok lounge chair is a fantastic blend of modern design 

and traditional Malaysian influences, making it a perfect fit for hotels. It beautifully 

embodies the essence of the Wau Pungguk while also catering to the practical needs 

of the hospitality sector. With its combination of wood and metal, it strikes a lovely 

balance between warmth, durability, and elegance just what you need to create a 

sophisticated experience for guests. 

 

This chair isn’t just about looks, it’s also designed for comfort, making it an excellent 

choice for hotel lobbies, guest lounges, or upscale waiting areas. Plus, it brings a touch 

of local culture into the decor, enriching the overall ambiance. 
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