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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this particular study was to examine the pronunciation problems
of Malay students learning English in SMK Methodist (ACS) Klang. This study
employed a quantitative research, which results consisted of numerical data. This
research was a descriptive research, where the variables were associated with a
group of sample in a predictable pattern. The aim of this study was to enable
students to speak with the correct pronunciation so that they can later
communicate intelligibly. The sample for this study were 20 students each taken
from two different classes. The first group of 20 students was placed under the
control group where these students were exposed to the related teaching materials
before they took the pronunciation test. The other group of 20 students was
classified as the experimental group where these 20 students were not exposed to
the related teaching materials before the pronunciation test. The experimental
group was exposed to the teaching after they had taken the pronunciation test as to
see if there were any differences in the number of errors they made during the
test. The pronunciation tests were administered using words, sentences and
dialogues. Findings later showed that the control group which had been exposed
to the teaching materials before the pronunciation test made less errors in the
phonemes tested compared to the experimental group which had not been exposed
to the teaching materials. In the later part of this study, few suggestions were
recommended and put forward as feedbacks to the findings.
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

1.0 Introduction

English has become significant linguistic tool for business people,
academicians or various communities who wish to easily communicate across the
world (Morly, 1991). In Malaysia, being proficient in English has become a big
demand especially in the work field and daily conversation. Thus, to fulfill the
demand, English language teaching in Malaysia classrooms is aimed to produce
internationally intelligible English language spéakers (Curriculum Development
- Centre, 2000). Apparently, the role of educating and producing Malaysian citizens
who can converse internationally intelligible English is played by the English

language teachers.

1.1 Background of the Study

In the education system of Malaysia, English is to be taught as a second
language. The fact that English has been reduced to a single subject on the
timetable reveals that pupils of non-speakers of English have very little exposure
in learning the target language. It is a commonly acknowledged fact that learning

English language is not an easy task to non- speakers of the language.



