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ABSTRACT 

The core concepts of conservation in Malaysia are rooted in the principles of 
conservation and documenting. By complying to these principles, it leads to the 
beginning of conservation efforts through the conduction of historical research in the 
preliminary study, which ultimately results in an initial study report. Historical research 
is essential to acknowledge the authenticity and significance values of a heritage 
building as according to Article 6 of the Burra Charter, "the cultural significance of a 
place and other issues affecting its future are best understood by a sequence of collecting 
and analysing information before making decisions". Performing a historical study of 
the place and its extent, as well as looking into its history, usage, associations, and 
materials can help to comprehend its significant values, which will eventually assist in 
determine what kind of conservation approach should be undertaken. It is identified that 
unstructured process and procedures in conducting historical research are caused by no 
specific guidance and precise instructions, based on this core issue, three objectives are 
developed, firstly is to identify determinant aspects of in historical research for heritage 
building conservation, to analyse the factors considered in selection of historical 
research evidence for conservation of heritage building and lastly is to develop 
historical research documentation guidance for conservation work. This study relies on 
data acquired through a literature review, a survey using questionnaire, and a site 
assessment cum with content analysis which was conducted at Perak state; Bangunan 
Suluh Budiman and Istana Kenangan. The questionnaire survey and content analysis 
are conducted to assess variables of structured framework for historical research during 
preliminary study. The study's findings indicated that the establishment of an inventory 
known as Heritage Building Historical Research Inventory or HBHRI that could 
enhance the procedures and process of historical research for conservation projects. 
This study targeted to contribute towards built heritage conservation industry, through 
the establishment of HBHRI as an inventory form, it has potential to contribute to build 
heritage conservation with the aids from Jabatan Warisan Negara to delineate the steps 
and methods of historical research working procedures within Garis Panduan 
Pemuliharaan Bangunan Warisan.  
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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Research Background 

Heritage buildings are one of history existence of a particular country that hold 

a significant amount of value for the nation (Naqiuddin et al., 2013). Every heritage 

building in Malaysia has its own unique history and significance, which is conveyed 

through building styles (Mat Hasan et al., 2019). Thus, according Zolkafli et al., (2019), 

heritage buildings each have its own unique value in terms of history, aesthetics, 

society, archaeology, culture, architecture, documentation, and symbolism, and it is 

imperative that these values be protected.  

Conservation is a measure that was adopted in order to prevent decay and, at the 

same time, preserve the building's authenticity. Heritage buildings are subject to 

deterioration and degradation over the course of their lifetimes (Harun, 2011a). The 

fundamental activities of conservation can be subdivided into a few stages, which 

encompass the time before, during, and after the execution of conservation. Before 

starting any kind of conservation work, one of the most vital stages is doing research 

into the historical background of the building (Harun, 2011a). 

In the procedure that is currently practiced in Malaysia, historical study or 

historical research is required. Before making any conservation proposals, it is 

necessary to conduct a thorough investigation to gain an understanding of the 

authenticity and significant values associated with a heritage building. In the field of 

conservation works, it is essential to do research that evaluates the history of the 

building as well as its current condition, as stated by  (Harun, 2020).   

However, pre conservation work often related with identification of defects and 

deterioration of a building and preparation of dilapidation report which resulting 

conservation approach. People have a tendency to concentrate more stress on 

dilapidation surveys than historical studies, despite the fact that historical research is 

one of the most important documentation requirements prior to conservation. A greater 

understanding of the building's socioeconomic history, as well as its past in terms of 

technologies, materials, and construction methods, can be supported by historical study 

(Khalil et al., 2021).  
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