
RONA
TINTA

EDISI 2025

FAKULTI PENGURUSAN & PERNIAGAAN
UNIVERSITI TEKNOLOGI MARA

CAWANGAN NEGERI SEMBILAN 
KAMPUS REMBAU



 

133 
 

 

COOL WHEELS, REAL 
COSTS, AND WHAT LIES 

AHEAD 
 

Syazliana Kasim 
 

If you’ve  b e e n on the  road  late ly, you’ve  p rob ab ly notice d  
some thing  ne w zip p ing  q uie tly p ast you, e le ctric ve hicle s, o r EVs. 
From sle e k Te slas to  comp act BYDs and  e ve n Pro ton’s ne w e .MAS, 
EVs are  no  long e r just for the  rich and  famous. The y’re  b e coming  
the  late st tre nd  in Malaysian car owne rship . But is the  hyp e  worth 
the  p lug ? Le t’s take  a close r look. 
 
Why Everyone’s Talking About EVs 
The  b uzz around  EVs d id n’t just hap p e n ove rnig ht. The  Malaysian 
g ove rnme nt has b e e n p ushing  for cle ane r and  g re e ne r transp ort 
throug h various ince ntive s, thing s like  tax e xe mp tions, fre e  road  
tax (for now), and  more  charg ing  stations p op p ing  up  nationwid e . 
Car b rand s have  re sp ond e d  fast. Almost e ve ry month, the re ’s ne ws 
of a ne w EV mod e l b e ing  launche d . Whe the r you like  sp orty, 
p ractical, o r luxury cars, the re ’s like ly an e le ctric ve rsion alre ad y on 
the  marke t — and  the  choice s ke e p  g rowing . 
 
The Money Talk: Are EVs Really Cheaper? 

Many p e op le  think EVs are  automatically che ap e r to  run than 
p e tro l cars. That’s true  to  a p o int b ut no t the  whole  story. If you’re  
charg ing  your EV at home , your “fue l” cost can b e  as low as a few 
ring g its p e r charg e , d e p e nd ing  on your e le ctricity usag e . It’s like  
p aying  le ss than half of what you’d  normally sp e nd  on p e tro l. But, 
if you d e p e nd  mostly on p ub lic charg ing  stations, your cost can 
cre e p  up , e sp e cially at hig hway fast charge rs. So , EVs are  most 
walle t-frie nd ly for those  who can p lug  in at home  ove rnig ht. Buying  
an EV, howe ve r, can fe e l he avy on the  p ocke t at first. 
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The  p rice  tag  is still hig he r than most p e tro l cars, althoug h that’s slowly chang ing . Rig ht 
now, tax-fre e  b e ne fits for imp orte d  (CBU) EVs will e nd  in 2026, while  locally asse mb le d  
(CKD) one s will stay tax-fre e  until 2027. So , if you’ve  b e e n thinking  ab out b uying , timing  
matte rs. 

 

Home Charging: Great if You Can, Headache if You Can’t 

The  b ig g e st conve nie nce  of owning  an EV come s from having  your own home  charge r. If 
you live  in a land e d  house , installing  one  isn’t too  comp licate d  (thoug h it could  cost around  
RM4,000–RM8,000). But for those  staying  in cond os o r ap artme nts, thing s g e t tricky. You’ll 
ne e d  p e rmission from the  manag e me nt and  some time s e ve n te chnical che cks b e fore  you 
can install one . If you can’t charg e  at home  and  must re ly on p ub lic charg e rs, you’ll ne e d  to  
p lan your trip s more  care fully e sp e cially d uring  fe stive  se asons whe n charg e rs mig ht b e  
b usy. 

 

Maintenance and Insurance: The Quiet Perks 

He re ’s some  g ood  ne ws: EVs d on’t ne e d  o il chang e s, sp ark p lug s, o r e xhaust re p airs. That 
me ans le ss routine  mainte nance . Some  owne rs e ve n say the ir annual se rvicing  costs are  
much lowe r comp are d  to  p e tro l cars. But insurance  can b e  a little  p ricie r since  EV p arts, 
e sp e cially the  b atte ry, are  e xp e nsive  to  re p lace . Still, as more  EVs hit the  road  and  local 
e xp e rtise  g rows, the se  costs should  e ve n out. 

 

Charging Forward: How Ready is Malaysia? 

Malaysia’s EV e cosyste m is still g rowing . The  country has installe d  ove r 3,000 charg ing  
stations, and  the  g oal is to  hit 10,000 in the  ne ar future . Citie s like  Kuala Lump ur, Pe nang , 
and  Johor Bahru are  alre ad y se e ing  EV charg e rs at malls, ho te ls, and  hig hways. Howe ve r, 
rural and  smalle r towns still have  some  catching  up  to  d o . Until the n, long  road  trip s mig ht 
ne e d  a b it more  p lanning  than usual. 

 

Battery Life, Tech Updates, and Resale Value 

O ne  q ue stion many p ote ntial b uye rs have  is: Will my EV b atte ry last? The  answe r is yes 
whe re  most come  with warrantie s up  to  e ig ht ye ars or more . Still, EV te chnolog y is 
ad vancing  so  fast that ne we r mod e ls ofte n b oast long e r rang e s and  faste r charg ing , 
making  o ld e r one s fe e l outd ate d  faste r. That’s some thing  to  consid e r if you p lan to  se ll your 
EV afte r a fe w ye ars whe re  the  re sale  value s are  still find ing  the ir p lace  in the  Malaysian 
marke t. 
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The Future of EVs in Malaysia 

The  ne xt fe w ye ars will b e  e xciting . With Pro ton and  Pe rod ua e nte ring  the  EV sce ne , we ’ll 
like ly se e  more  afford ab le  mod e ls on the  road . Gove rnme nt p olicie s, g re e ne r e ne rg y g oals, 
and  imp rove d  charg ing  infrastructure  will ke e p  d riving  the  shift toward  e le ctric mob ility. 
But the  re al turning  p oint will come  whe n owning  an EV fe e ls as e asy and  afford ab le  as 
owning  a re g ular car, no  waiting , no  worrie s ab out charg e rs, and  no  rang e  anxie ty. Until 
the n, Malaysians are  still te sting  the  wate rs, b alancing  b e twe e n the  thrill o f ne w te chnolog y 
and  the  comfort o f o ld  hab its. 

 

So, Should You Get an EV? 

If you mostly d rive  around  town, have  a p lace  to  charg e  at home , and  love  the  id e a of ze ro  
p e tro l stop s, g o  for it. EVs are  q uie t, smooth, and  surp rising ly fun to  d rive . But if you’re  
always on the  hig hway or live  in a cond o  without e asy charg ing  acce ss, mayb e  wait a  little  
long e r. The  EV marke t in Malaysia is maturing  fast and  in a coup le  of ye ars, the re ’ll b e  e ve n 
more  choice s and  b e tte r p rice s. 

 

Final Thoughts 

The  EV hyp e  in Malaysia is re al, and  it’s no t just ab out showing  o ff a fancy ne w car. It’s p art 
o f a b ig g e r move me nt, one  that mixe s sustainab ility, te chnolog y, and  life style . So , whe the r 
you’re  a te ch e nthusiast, an e co-warrior, o r just some one  curious ab out saving  on fue l, the  
e le ctric re volution is worth watching  close ly. The  sp ark has alread y starte d  and  it’s only 
g e tting  b rig hte r. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 




