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WHEN BOOKS GO ON
VACATION: THE
JOURNEY OF AN

INTERLIBRARY LOAN

Zahril Shahida Ahmad &
Seri Intan Idayu Shahrul Asari

Have you ever wondered what happens when you ask your library
for a book that’s nowhere on their shelves? You might imagine it’s
a matter ofmagic—perhaps a secrettrapdooropens and the book
appearsin a puffoflibrary-scented smoke. But no, the truth is even
cooler. It’s called interlibrary loan (ILL), and it’s basically your
book’s chance to take a little holiday before it meets you.

Somewhere out there, in a library you’ve probably never visited,
your future book is quietly minding its own business. Then ping!—
a request comes in, and suddenly it’s been invited on an
adventure.

Think of ILL as a book passport service. The moment you submit
your request, library staff log it into a vast, interconnected
network—a giant web of libraries that might stretch across your
city, your country, or even the whole world. It’s not just a casual
arrangement; it’s a highly coordinated friendship among libraries,
builtoverdecades. Theytrusteach other. They share. Theybelieve
everyone should have access to information, even if that means
their books have to travel.
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When another library agrees to lend your book, the fun begins. Somewhere in that
faraway library, a librarian receives your request. They wander into the stacks,
weaving between shelves, scanning spines like a treasure hunter. Then—bingo! They
spot it. They check it out not to a person, but to your library, giving it what’s
essentially a boarding pass. Then they tuck it into protective packaging, a little like
a travel jacket, so it can survive the bumps along the way. Sometimes they even add
polite notes like, “Please return safely,” as though the book might wander offifnot
reminded.
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