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WHEN BOOKS GO ON 

VACATION: THE 
JOURNEY OF AN 

INTERLIBRARY LOAN 
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Seri Intan Idayu Shahrul Asari 

 
Have  you e ve r wond e re d  what hap p e ns whe n you ask your lib rary 
for a b ook that’s nowhe re  on the ir she lve s? You mig ht imag ine  it’s 
a matte r of mag ic—p e rhap s a se cre t trap d oor op e ns and  the  b ook 
ap p e ars in a p uff of lib rary-sce nte d  smoke . But no , the  truth is e ve n 
coole r. It’s calle d  inte rlib rary loan (ILL), and  it’s b asically your 
b ook’s chance  to  take  a little  ho lid ay b e fore  it me e ts you. 
 
Some whe re  out the re , in a  lib rary you’ve  p rob ab ly ne ve r visite d , 
your future  b ook is q uie tly mind ing  its own b usine ss. The n p ing !—
a re q ue st come s in, and  sud d e nly it’s b e e n invite d  on an 
ad ve nture . 
 
Think of ILL as a b ook p assp ort se rvice . The  mome nt you sub mit 
your re q ue st, lib rary staff log  it into  a vast, inte rconne cte d  
ne twork—a g iant we b  of lib rarie s that mig ht stre tch across your 
city, your country, o r e ve n the  whole  world . It’s no t just a casual 
arrang e me nt; it’s a hig hly coord inate d  frie nd ship  among  lib rarie s, 
b uilt ove r d e cad e s. The y trust e ach o the r. The y share . The y b e lie ve  
e ve ryone  should  have  acce ss to  information, e ve n if that me ans 
the ir b ooks have  to  trave l. 
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Whe n anothe r lib rary ag re e s to  le nd  your b ook, the  fun b e g ins. Some whe re  in that 
faraway lib rary, a lib rarian re ce ive s your re q ue st. The y wand e r into  the  stacks, 
we aving  b e twe e n she lve s, scanning  sp ine s like  a tre asure  hunte r. The n—b ing o! The y 
sp ot it. The y che ck it out no t to  a p e rson, b ut to  your lib rary, g iving  it what’s 
e sse ntially a b oard ing  p ass. The n the y tuck it into  p ro te ctive  p ackag ing , a little  like  
a trave l jacke t, so  it can survive  the  b ump s along  the  way. Sometime s the y e ve n ad d  
p olite  no te s like , “Ple ase  re turn safe ly,” as thoug h the  b ook mig ht wand e r o ff if no t 
re mind e d . 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  




