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Whe n the  school ye ar or a stacke d  work p ro je ct finally le ts up , the  
first thoug ht on e ve ryone ’s mind  is, “Time  for a vacation!” 
Dre aming  of trad ing  e nd le ss assig nme nts, Zoom calls, o r late -
nig ht e ssays for soft sand , b re e zy mountaintop s, o r e ve n just a 
chang e  of sce ne ry is the  b e st kind  of d ayd re am. A g e taway is more  
than re laxing —it’s like  hitting  the  re se t b utton so  we  can come  
b ack e ne rg ize d . Still, one  little  vo ice  always p op s up : “Yeah, b ut 
can I afford  it?” 
 
Trave l can snowb all into  a b ig  numb e r fast. Plane  ticke ts, a roof for 
the  nig ht, thre e  me als a d ay, and  fun e xcursions can rack up  so  
q uickly that a “q uick trip ” sud d e nly looks like  b uying  a ne w g aming  
syste m. For familie s jug g ling  a b ud g e t—or anyone  just trying  to  
stay smart with cash—the  d re am vacation can fe e l like  a  luxury. The  
b rig ht sid e  is we  d on’t have  to  wip e  out our saving s to  e njoy the  
holid ay we  d e se rve . A b it o f p lanning , a d ash of fle xib ility, and  a 
fe w strate g ic p icks can land  us an awe some  trip  we ’ll re me mb e r 
fore ve r—without our saving s account hating  us. 
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Pick the right destination. Paris, Tokyo, and  Ne w York are  all cool, b ut the y’re  
e xp e nsive . Le sse r-known p lace s and  hid d e n g e ms can b e  just as e xciting  and  far 
more  afford ab le . Inste ad  of cong e ste d  Bali, try Lomb ok or the  Gili Island s—trop ical 
vie ws without the  tourist crowd s. If Phuke t is your d re am, consid e r Krab i or Lang kawi, 
which b oth offe r g org e ous b e ache s and  a laid -b ack vib e . Choosing  a smalle r town 
ove r a cap ital will also  stre tch your mone y furthe r. Go one  ste p  furthe r and  trave l off-
p e ak. You’ll skip  the  crowd s, save  mone y, and  share  p hotos with more  b lue  sky than 
tourist he ad s. Win-win! 
 
Tackle airfare smartly. Airline  ticke ts are  o fte n the  b ig g e st e xp e nse , b ut you d on’t 
ne e d  to  e at rame n all month to  afford  the m. Booking  thre e  to  four months in 
ad vance  is id e al, b ut fle xib ility save s the  most mone y. Shifting  your flig ht b y just two  
d ays can me an b ig  saving s. Se t p rice  ale rts on Skyscanne r or Trave loka, and  sig n up  
for local airline  ne wsle tte rs—AirAsia, Batik Air, and  Malaysia Airline s re g ularly 
announce  flash b arg ains. We e ke nd  flig hts fill up  q uickly and  p ush up  p rice s, so  try 
d e p arting  on a Tue sd ay or We d ne sd ay. Fe e ling  ad ve nturous? Flying  into  Se nai 
b e fore  he ad ing  to  De saru or Me rsing —or land ing  in Johor Bahru and  taking  a b us to  
Sing ap ore —can b e  che ap e r than d ire ct route s. 

 

Save on accommodation. Hote ls are  the  d e fault fo r many of us, b ut the y’re  no t 
always the  most b ud g e t-frie nd ly op tion. Short-stay re ntals throug h p latfo rms like  
Airb nb  or Ag od a Home s are  incre asing ly p op ular, e sp e cially if you’re  staying  se ve ral 
nig hts. Many come  with kitche ns, so  you can cook simp le  me als inste ad  o f e ating  
out constantly—a hug e  p lus if you’re  trave lling  with family. 
 

Eat like a local. O ne  of the  coole st p arts of trave lling  is the  food , and  you d on’t ne e d  
a hug e  b ud g e t to  e at like  a star. The  b e st me als are  ofte n found  at road sid e  stalls, 
local marke ts, o r small family-run shop s. The y’re  usually che ap e r than touristy 
re staurants and  g ive  you a true  taste  of local flavour. Buying  fre sh fruit o r snacks at 
the  marke t is fun and  afford ab le . If you’re  on a long e r trip , cooking  a fe w me als 
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yourse lf he lp s cut costs while  le tting  you soak up  the  local vib e . O f course , sp lurg ing  
on a fancy d inne r is a tre at—b ut saving  it for one  sp e cial nig ht make s it fe e l e ve n 
more  re ward ing . 
 

Enjoy low-cost adventures. You d on’t ne e d  to  d rop  a ton of cash to  have  an 
unforg e ttab le  vacation. Some  of the  b e st activitie s cost ne xt to  nothing . Re laxing  on 
a p ub lic b e ach is comp le te ly fre e , ye t the  sun, surf, and  g ood  vib e s cre ate  me morie s 
that last a life time . Many citie s offe r fre e  walking  tours le d  b y locals whose  storie s 
are  way b e tte r than anything  you’ll re ad  on a b rochure . Muse ums ofte n have  fre e  
e ntry d ays, and  just wand e ring  the  stre e ts, b rowsing  marke ts, o r chilling  in a p ark 
can b e  as re ward ing  as any p ricey tour. If you’re  into  the  outd oors, hiking  trails g ive  
you e p ic vie ws without costing  a ring g it. Hone stly, it’s the  little  thing s—catching  a 
sunse t, chatting  with a food  cart owne r, o r stumb ling  into  a cool ne ig hb ourhood —
that you’ll re me mb e r most. 

 

Pack smart. What you p ut in your suitcase  can also  save  you mone y. Bring ing  
sunscre e n, a re fillab le  wate r b o ttle , and  some  homemad e  road  snacks he lp s you 
skip  ove rp rice d  airp ort shop s and  tourist trap s. If your d e stination is chilly, laye ring  
warm clo the s from home  b e ats sp lurg ing  on a b ulky jacke t you’ll use  only once . And  
always le ave  a b it o f sp ace  in your b ag  fo r souve nirs—so you d on’t e nd  up  p aying  
e xtra for anothe r che cke d  b ag  on the  way home . 
 

At the  e nd  of the  d ay, vacations are  ab out the  me morie s, no t the  re ce ip ts. Late r, 
you’ll re me mb e r the  joke s that had  you in stitche s, the  sunse ts that p ainte d  the  sky, 
the  amazing  snacks you trie d , and  the  ne w frie nd s you mad e —not the  ring g it you 
sp e nt. With a little  p lanning , some  fle xib ility, and  an op e n mind , you can e njoy a b ig  
ad ve nture  without b re aking  the  b ank. The  b e st trip s are n’t the  most e xp e nsive —
the y’re  the  one s that fill you up , chill you out, and  g e t you p ump e d  for the  ne xt 
chap te r. 
 




