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WHERE FRIENDSHIP 

MEETS COLLABORATION: 
UiTM IN HARBIN, CHINA 

 
Soo Kum Yoke, Tuan Sarifah Aini Syed Ahmad &  

Sarahiza Mohamed 
 

Whe n we  land e d  in Harb in on that crisp  May morning , the re  was a 
share d  se nse  of anticip ation. As the  UiTM Ne g e ri Se mb ilan 
d e le g ation, we  kne w our visit to  He ilong jiang  Unive rsity of Finance  
and  Economics from May 12 to  16, 2025, was more  than a formal 
e ng ag e me nt. It was the  start o f a re lationship  we  hop e d  would  
g row into  some thing  lasting . 
 
O ne  of the  d e fining  mome nts came  e arly in our trip , the  sig ning  o f 
the  Me morand um of Und e rstand ing . Sitting  tog e the r at the  tab le , 
surround e d  b y our g racious hosts, we  fe lt the  we ig ht and  p romise  
of the  mome nt. The  ag re e me nt op e ne d  d oors to  jo int acad e mic 
p rog ramme s, co llab orative  re se arch, e xchang e s, and  share d  
e ve nts. But for us, it me ant more  than institutional p lans; it was a 
commitme nt to  le arning  from e ach o the r, to  b uild ing  b rid g e s 
across culture s. 
 
The  d ays that fo llowe d  we re  fille d  with me aning ful e xchang e s. We  
we re  invite d  to  cond uct a live ly Scratch workshop , whe re  
te chnolog y b e came  a common lang uag e  and  cre ativity flowe d  
e asily. In inte rnational se minars, we  share d  id e as on e d ucational 
innovation and  cross-cultural le arning , e ach d iscussion sp arking  
fre sh p e rsp e ctive s. Smalle r me e ting s allowe d  us to  ske tch out 
concre te  p ossib ilitie s for confe re nce s, jo int p ub lications, and  
p ro je cts that could  b ring  our communitie s close r tog e the r. 
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Harb in we lcome d  us warmly. We  wand e re d  throug h its stre e ts, samp le d  local d ishe s, 
and  le arne d  ab out the  city’s trad itions. The se  cultural mome nts, outsid e  the  official 
ag e nd a, d e e p e ne d  our conne ction with our hosts. We  we re  re mind e d  that strong  
p artne rship s are  b uilt no t only in me e ting  rooms, b ut also  ove r share d  me als, storie s, 
and  laug hte r. 
 
Whe n our visit came  to  an e nd , we  re turne d  to  Malaysia with more  than an MoU. We  
b roug ht b ack frie nd ship s, share d  visions, and  the  e xcite me nt of p ossib ilitie s ahe ad . For 
us, this trip  was not simp ly ab out what was achie ve d  d uring  those  five  d ays; it was ab out 
the  journe y we  b e g an, and  the  story we  will continue  to  write  tog e the r in the  ye ars to  
come . 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




