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Heart in Action:

Volunteering Ventures at
Nakhon S1 Thammarat,
Thailand

Akadami Panquial‘l Bahasa (AFB, UITM have

a long collaborative relationship with Walallak

University, Thatland. Over the past 20 years,
varnious tymnfmllubum ‘activities werng
conducted 1o cortinue the partnership and
cultural exchange between the two
institutions fallowing the Mol that was
uumdln 2001, Among the most notable
achievements of APB was sending its
seademic staff from the Department of Matay
Studies. and the Depariment of English
language and Linguistics to Walailak Univer-
sity as visiting professcrs, since the year 2001,
Other than that, both LT and Walailak

students have been involvad in the
“In Country Study Programme” whera they pel
to experience the cultures in both countries
as exchanga students. Unfortunately, whan
COWID- 19 pandemic hit the world in 2020,
many planned activitias had to be put on
.

n 2023, APE had invited Assistant Professor
Dr Somrak Chaigingkananont from the School
of Liberal ans Walailak Unbwersity as one

of the speakers in an online forum entitled
‘Indigencus Language Revitalisation; Whose
Responsibilities? as part of the Inarnaticnal
Maother Language Day 2023, This event was
conducted in collaboration with UNESCO, 1o
celebrate Indigenous languages and

culturas, with a feeus on Mgmamm
from Malaysia. mmmnmw
hasserved as a starting pohl.mmmmué
working wﬂhwmumypm
pandemic,

Follawing this, & Qroup of lecturers and stu-
dentz from APB visited Walallak Univarsity for
an academic vislt and voluniesring program
froom 8- 10 Marnch 2023, with the aims of plan-
ning and discussing ecademic and research
gtrategies moving forward, as well as conduct-
ing voluntesr activitias with the local commu-
nitigs in Nakhon 5 Thammarat, Thalland.




Thay wera divided into 3 groups (based on the
threa languages, L.e. Bahasa Malayy,

English and Arabic language) and wara lasked
to teach/ demonstrate the language
appdications that they have developed
themselves to the MESF students. These
students weare also jodned by a group of
volunteer studenits from the Walallak
University, who played the role of assisting
them with language barriers issues when the
lessons were conducted.

Associata Professor Dr, Norhazlina Husin was the head delegete from APE during the academic
visht to Walallak Unlversity. She was jolned by Mr. Azhar Abdul Wahab, Dv. Noor ida Ramil, and
Mg, Midlyana Mohamad from the Department of Malay Language, These [ectiurers were among
the visiting professors at Walailak University between 2001 and 2018. Twe lecturers from the
Department of English languege and Linguistics, Dr. Syamimi Turiman and Dr. Haida Umiera
Hashim, as well as Dr. Fahad Maromar from the Department of Asian and European Languages,

wera also presant.

Meamwhils, the reprasantatives of Walailak
Linkvarsity weare Ajarn Kamaontip Klaibanmai,
lha Acting Dean and Head of English
Department, Asst, Praf, Dr. Wararat Whanchit
and Mr, Abdul Rezak Panaemalas, The discus-
sion covarad varnows aspects related 1o
teaching and learning activitias, as wall as
resaarch callaboration opportunities. Both
ingtitutions are hopalul for the continuation of
vigiting professors’ scholars at Walailak
University and UITM. Walsilak University

has also requested for benchmarking of its
English programime, paricularly in terms of
students’ enrollment. At the same thme, both
Inetitutions have identified potantial intesnal
grants that can be congidared for matching
grants. Student mobility programmes wears
also discussed, and there are possibilities for
students from both institutions to undergo
their internship either at UITM or Walailak
Univarsity.
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0On the second day, tha visit was then
contineed with a voluntearing programma at
the Mashad Eamaneyah Foundation Schaal
{MEFS] in the Tha Sala district, Nakhon Si
Thammarat. During the visit to the school,
students had tha oppartunity to showcasa
and demonstrate tha language applications
that they have daveloped. A total of 10
students joined this programme, whane 8 of
them are from the Bachalor of Applied
Language Studies (Hons.] Malay for
Professional Communication Drodgramimes, ong
post-graduate student majeiing in English
language, and another postgraduate student
majoring In Arabic language.

The valunteering programme at MEFS has provided an insight far both the students and
lecturars, of the real classroom satting environment of an Islamic school in Thailand,
Interestingly, MEFS is completa with technology facilities, such a5 smart boands as well as other
teaching and laarming matarials to assist both the teachars and students with the taaching and
lzarning process in tha classrooms. Maost of the funds and facilitias received by tha school wera
channeled by tha Thailand govarnmant. Thea studants from APE gainad a wholesoma
experiance. Tha voluntearing programmea has provided the students with the chance for them
o further improve thair communication skitls.
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The next day, lecturers and studants haadad to tha Ban Laam Homastay in the Tha Sala district
for another voluntearing programme. Thiz time, they gained first-hand experienca of mangrove
planting. Thea irip started with a boat sailing 1o tha Morakot Forest 1o view a stunning scane of
the wall-conserned mangrove forest. Then, they weare brought to the natural source of mud and
both students and lecturers participated in the unmissabde mud spa activity, Alterwards local
cuisines such as mangrove tempura, as weall as sguid ink rice, popularly known as ‘Nasi Selut’,
wara sarved durirng lunch.
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On the last day af the visit o Thailand, he Crlad@asal ARG al ihe Consulale Ganel of
delegates from APE went on a sacial visit 1o halmysa, Songkhia
the Consulate Genaral of Malaysia, Songkhia.

Theay wera brisfed about the currant processes

and procadures for Malayslan students who

Intend to undergo thelr intarnshig In Thalland.

The information provided by the consulate was

Indeed helpful, particularly for the studants to

plan for thedr internzship abroad.

To conclude, the academic visit and
volunteering program had opened doors for
opportunities to continue the collaborations
with Walailak University, as well as the
community in Nakhon Si Thammarat,
Thailand. it is hoped that this effort will help
pmnmmmmpmmhﬂgﬂm in umwm
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