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THE SERENE SPLENDOR OF

TANAH LOT. BALI
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Tanah Lot, also called Pura Tanah Lot Temple, is 
one of Bali's most well-known and revered Hindu 
temples. It is one of the most famous and most 
photographed temples in Bali which is perched atop 
a sizable rock in the middle of the ocean. One of 
Bali's seven sea temples known as Pura Segara, 
Tanah Lot Temple is perched on a rock 
approximately 300 metres off the coast. Being a 
popular tourist destination, Bali welcomes a large 

number of adventure seekers and enthusiasts each 
year who make it a point to visit this location. Tanah 
Lot Temple is a group of three temples situated on a 
large offshore rock on the beach. The main Tanah 
Lot temple is closed during high tide, rendering it 
inaccessible, and the other two are thought of as a 
spiritual stand-in. The three temples are roughly 100 
meters apart.

It is said that each temple can be seen from the 
others, creating a chain of protection that surrounds 
the island. The sea serpents that lurk beneath the 
surface are said to protect the sea temple, which 
dates back to the 16th century and is devoted to the 
guardian spirits of the sea. The sanctuary can be 
approached at sunset, but it is not feasible to enter 
the temple's interior, which is reached by a staircase 
carved out of the rock. Pura Tanah Lot is one of the 

most significant and highly revered sea temples 
among the Balinese. Similar to Pura Luhur Ulu 
Watu, located near the southernmost point of the 
Bukit Peninsula, and Pura Rambut Siwi, situated to 
the west, it has a strong connection to the Majapahif 

priest Nirartha.
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When planning a visit to Tanah Lot 
Temple, aim for a sunset viewing for an 
unforgettable experience. It is best to 

arrive early to avoid the crowds, as the 
panoramic sunset view is a popular 
attraction. Remember to respect local 
customs by dressing conservatively, long 
clothing like jeans or floor-length dresses 
is recommended to cover your legs. 
Safety is important, so heed any warning 
signs around the temple, especially 

concerning hazardous waves. During 
high tide, the temple is often closed. The 
cost of entry tickets and parking includes 
insurance coverage. While tourists are 
not permitted on the main temple 
grounds and stairs, there is plenty of 
beauty to enjoy and photograph from the 
beach. However, exercise caution when 
taking pictures of the rocks, as they can 
be slippery due to moss and algae.
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