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Online Summer Course: Tempe Indonesian Cultural Heritage for
the World with IPB University Indonesia

By: Khairunnisa binti Khairul Azam & Fadhilah binti Jailani, Faculty of Applied Sciences, UiTM Shah Alam

The Department of Food Science and Technology from IPB University Bogor (Indonesia) conducted a two-
week online summer course on 26 July 26 until 6 August 2021 for university students in the field of science
with a registration fee of USD10 per participant. This course was joined by a total of nine students from
the Bachelor of Science (Hons) Food Science and Technology (AS246), Faculty of Applied Sciences (FSG),
UiTM Shah Alam. The goal of this course was to discover the secret behind tempe, an Indonesian
fermented snack. Lectures, virtual production of tempe, virtual cooking of tempe-based cuisine, group
assignment, discussion, and presentation were all part of the course. The topics covered include tempe’s
theory and application, tempe fermentation technology, chemical and microbiological changes during
tempe fermentation, research on "quick" tempe, biofunctionalities of tempe from a nutritionist
perspective, and more. Each group consisted of students from many countries, including Indonesia,
Malaysia, India, and Thailand. The best group winners were announced at the end of the event, and two of
the groups that included UiTM students earned first and second place. Overall, as students engage with
individuals from diverse cultures and backgrounds, their intellectual thinking and comprehension abilities
improve. This programme, therefore breaks continental barriers, allowing students from all over the world
to communicate about their desired areas and subjects in a more healthy and professional manner.
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