AVOIDANCE STRATEGIES AMONG FORM FOUR STUDENTS IN
RURAL AREAS IN AN ENGLISH MEDIUM SCIENCE
CLASSROOM

INSTITUT PENYELIDIKAN PEMBANGUNAN DAN
PENGKOMERSILAN
UNIVERSITI TEKNOLOGI MARA
40450 SHAH ALAM SELANGOR
MALAYSIA

BY
DERWINA DAUD

MUHAMMAD ROZMAN ABDULLAH
SYAZALI AFFENDI A WAHAB

MARCH 2007



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
comallal) ) diraal aaa )l en S ) o
In the name of Allah, the Almighty and the Merciful, all praises be for the one God
who has given us the strength and patience to complete this research paper.

Our deepest gratitude and special thanks to :

Prof. Madya Dr. Hj. Omar Samat
( Director UiTM, Johor)

Pn Azizah Aris
( URDC Coordinator, UiTM Johor)

Prof. Madya Dr. Mohamed Hashim Mohd Kamil

Prof. Madya Dr. Syed Omar Al Mashor

Colleagues

Thank you.



ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study are to investigate the four types of avoidance
strategies employed by the Form Four students in an English medium Science
classroom and the reasons why students display such avoidance as their strategies in

hiding their low ability in the Science classroom.

A qualitative approach is adopted in this study. The instrument used in this
study is adapted from the Patterns of Adaptive Learning Scales (Midgley, 2000).
This instrument consists of 37 items on leaing environment, students’ motivation s
affect and behavior. A four point Likert scale was used in determining the
respondents’ views on avoidance strategies, which led to the implied reasons why
they display some of the avoidance strategies in the Science classroom taught in
English. The strategies are grouped into four categories - Self Handicapping,

Avoidance of Help Seeking, Avoidance of New Challenges and Cheating.

The findings reveal that most respondents turn to avoidance strategies
(avoidance of self handicapping, avoidance of help seeking, avoidance of new
challenges and cheating) as one of the ways in dealing with their low ability in the

Science classroom. This is due to their needs of maintaining their self worth.

Similar analysis by the students shows that there are other hidden reasons
why they display certain avoidance strategies as one of the ways of dealing with their

inability in the Science classroom
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