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Prof. Dr.
Roshima Said

Foreword

A Scholarly Symphony, A Patriotic Ode

It is with great pleasure that I present this anthology of patriotic poetry, a 
remarkable collection crafted by academics from the UTM system across 
Malaysia. Their scholarly expertise and deep understanding of our nation's 
history have resulted in exceptional quality work.
This anthology offers a unique perspective on Merdeka, delving into the 
profound themes of freedom, unity, and national pride. The poems show-
case the rich diversity of our nation, from the bustling cities to the serene 
countryside, and celebrate the contributions of our people.
I commend the academics for their dedication, creativity, and passion in 
sharing their love for Malaysia through the medium of poetry. Their work 
serves as a valuable contribution to our nation's literary heritage and a 
source of inspiration for future generations.

Let us continue to uphold the spirit of Merdeka, strive for excellence, and 
build a Malaysia that we can all be proud of.

Prof. Dr. Roshima Said
Acting Rector
Universiti Teknologi Mara
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Abdul Rahman
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Foreword

The poems featured in this anthology offer a diverse range of perspectives 
on Merdeka, exploring the historical, cultural, and social dimensions of our 
nation's independence. Through their words, they pay tribute to the sacri-
fices made by our forefathers and celebrate the resilience of our people.
I am particularly impressed by the quality of the poems, which demonstrate 
a high level of craftsmanship and a deep appreciation for the power of 
language. The academics' ability to convey complex emotions and ideas 
through their writing is truly commendable.
This anthology is a testament to the intellectual and creative capabilities of 
our academics, and a celebration of the enduring spirit of Merdeka. I 
encourage everyone to read these poems and to be inspired by the 
passion and dedication of our scholars.

Azlan Abdul Rahman
Head of the Academy of Language Studies,
Universiti Teknologi Mara
Kedah Branch
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Preface

A Tribute to Merdeka

This anthology of patriotic poetry stands as a testament to the enduring 
spirit of Merdeka and the creative talents of our esteemed academics from 
the UTM system. As we celebrate the anniversary of Malaysia's indepen-
dence, this collection offers a unique glimpse into the hearts and minds of 
our scholars.
Through their evocative words, these academics have woven a rich tapes-
try of emotions, experiences, and reflections on our nation's journey. Their 
poems explore the profound themes of freedom, unity, and national pride, 
offering a fresh perspective on what it means to be Malaysian.
We are grateful for the contributions of all the participating academics, 
whose dedication and passion have made this anthology possible. Their 
willingness to share their thoughts and creativity has enriched our under-
standing of Merdeka and inspired us to cherish our nation's heritage.
This anthology is more than just a collection of poems; it is a celebration of 
our nation's past, present, and future. Let us continue to uphold the spirit 
of Merdeka, strive for excellence, and build a Malaysia that we can all be 
proud of.

Puan Hajjah Sharina Saad
Chief Editor
Voice of The Soul
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Chapter 2



Dr Afzan Adilah Ayoub

Merdekakah Aku
Dalam deru angin sejarah yang telah berlalu,
Teriakan merdeka bergema megah,
Namun di jiwaku serta mindaku, persoalan terus meluru,
Merdekakah aku, sekadar lafaz , sekadar di hati atau hanya pada wajah?

Merdekakah aku?
Setelah 67 tahun Merdeka dilaungkan di Stadium Merdeka.

Bebasnya negara tercinta dari penjajah durjana,
Tapi adakah minda kami turut terlepas?
Dalam jeriji kebendaan, tanpa sedar aku terperangkap jua,
Merdekakah aku, atau masih terbelenggu jelas?

Merdekakah aku?
Tatkala pelbagai isu semasa yang sentiasa mengolak jiwa di sekelilingku.

Kita berdiri, megah melaung kata,
Namun di hati, apakah benar itu erti merdeka?
Adakah jiwa ini benar merasa,
Atau hanya bayang-bayang merdeka sahaja?

Merdekakah aku?
Dari pemikiran kolot yang memenuhi diriku.

Merdekakah aku, dari nafsu dan amarah,
Dari angkuh diri, dari kezaliman jiwa?
Atau hanya mimpi yang sering bertakhta,
Merdeka dalam tubuh, tapi tidak dalam rasa

Merdekakah aku?
Dari tanggapan orang lain terhadap diriku.

Jiwa ini rindu akan kebebasan hakiki,
Bukan sekadar bendera megah berkibar tinggi,
Merdekakah aku, tanyaku lagi,
Atau masih terkunci dalam diri sendiri?

Merdekakah aku?
Terdiam sepi.

Dr Afzan Adilah Ayoub
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Dr Afzan Adilah Adalah seorang doktor pergigian yang sukakan kelainan. 
Sentiasa berusaha menjadi versi yan terbaik setiap hari.
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