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ABSTRACT 
 

 

Climate change is a change in weather patterns caused primarily by greenhouse gas 

emissions. The topic of climate change and its effects has been discussed frequently in 

a variety of media because it is a global issue that has been debated for decades but is 

frequently given a back seat. The public's perception of and behaviour related to 

climate change is significantly influenced by the news media. However, only a few 

studies were conducted on media portrayal of climate change in Malaysia. Thus, a 

content analysis was conducted to investigate the media’s perception of climate change 

in Malaysia over five years, analysing the difference in climate change coverage in 

various online newspaper sources and identifying the focus of media coverage on 

climate change in Malaysia. The data for this study involves news articles published 

from January 2016 to December 2020 using online newspaper archives. In addition to 

the high proportion of environment-related articles across all the news sources, the 

findings show that climate change coverage has increased gradually over the past five 

years. However, the results also focused on  climate change coverage in Malaysia and 

its differences between the newspaper outlets. Therefore, this study can help to 

improve media representations of climate change and can heighten the relationships 

between and within the fields of science, policy, media, and civil society to mitigate 

the impact of climate change in Malaysia. 

 

 

Keywords: Climate change, content analysis, greenhouse gas emissions, framing, 

Malaysian media, newspaper. 
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CHAPTER 1 
 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 

1.1 Background  

 

Climate change is a global issue that has been discussed for decades but has 

only been actively debated in recent years. However, as the consequences of decades 

of inaction are about to be felt, the attention given to climate change politics has grown 

over time. Climate change here can be described as a change in weather patterns caused 

primarily by greenhouse gas emissions (Yue and Gao, 2018). Another study by United 

Nations (n.d.) stated that climate change is a long-term change in temperature and 

weather patterns and these shifts could be due to natural causes, such as variations in 

the solar cycle. 

 

Consequently, climate change has many implications. Climate change can 

wreak havoc on the environment, endangering life in the water, land, and air by 

destroying nature and altering city climates (Celik, 2020). This research also is 

supported by (Balarabe, 2020) and (Bathiany et al 2018) in their studies. Climate 

change also has far-reaching societal implications, such as shrinking habitable spaces, 

economic stress, and health threats (Dryzek and Norgaard, 2011). These impacts are 

more evident in the less industrialized countries in Africa and Asia as indicated in the 

research by (Althor et al., 2016 and Bathiany et al., 2018). 

 

The topic of climate change and its consequences often has been circulated in 

a variety of media. According to the research by Bolsen and Shapiro (2018), the news 

media is a primary source of information for most people about climate change. Media 

frames convey information shaping how people understand climate change and the 

actions they are willing to support to address the issue (Bolsen and Shapiro 2018). 


