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Introduction

Across the globe, there is a growing trend of
creating spaces where art, nature and
sustainability come together to redefine
sculpture parks and galleries. In this article, we
explore the journey of McClelland’s Sculpture
Park and Gallery, in Frankston, Australia and
how its success could inspire a recreational
attraction in Malaysia. By studying the
strategies implemented by McClelland’s
Sculpture Park and Gallery we can envision the
potential, for developing environmentally
conscious recreational areas that cater to
diverse audiences in Malaysia.

McClelland’s Sculpture Park and Gallery

McClelland's Sculpture Park and Gallery: A
Case Study in Sustainable Artistic
Engagement

Located in the town of Frankston, McClelland’s
Sculpture Park and Gallery have emerged as a
shining example of sustainable artistic
engagement, skillfully blending art, nature and
environmental awareness. This cultural haven
spans, over 16 hectares of bushland. It boasts a
remarkable collection of indoor galleries and
outdoor sculptures that offer visitors an
immersive experience beyond traditional art
appreciation. Through its approach to
displaying environmentally conscious practices
and dedication to the local community
McClelland has earned global recognition as a
trailblazer, in the realm of sculpture parks and
galleries.

According to a book written by Kester in 2004
incorporating exhibits and involving the
community, in sculpture parks significantly

enhances the visitor experience. Promotes
environmental consciousness. The commitment
shown by McClelland towards practices and
community engagement has established its
position, as a centre that can inspire beneficial
transformations.

Figure 1: Annulus by Ken Unsworth (2007). An example of

Ken Unsworth’s work with large river stones, a tribute to the

hidden forces of gravity displayed at McClelland's Sculpture
Park and Gallery.

(Sources: https://mcclelland.org.au/artworks/anulus)

Implementing the McClelland Model in the
Malaysian Context: Creating Sustainable
Recreational Spaces

As Malaysia strives to enhance its cultural
environment and promote sustainable tourism,
the McClelland model provides a compelling
framework for the construction of interesting
recreational spaces that highlight the intersection
of art, nature, and sustainability. The
incorporation of such a concept in Malaysia, a
country with a wealth of biodiversity and
cultural diversity, could result in a
transformational space that encourages a greater
appreciation of art and helps to raise
environmental awareness.
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CHAPTER 2

Mahmood, et al.'s (2021) research emphasizes
the significance of constructing recreational
areas with sustainable methods, such as
employing eco-friendly materials and renewable
energy sources, to promote environmental
sustainability. Malaysia has the potential to
become a leader in ecotourism if these measures
are put into place, conserving the country's
beautiful terrain for future generations.

Figure 2: The winding path, the search for truth by Andrew
Rogers (2010)
(Sources: https://mcclelland.org.au/artworks/labyrinth)

Sustainable Practices Through Sculpture
Parks

Adopting Sustainable Practices: A Step
Towards Environmental Consciousness

In Malaysia, sustainable practices influenced by
McClelland's approach could be implemented by
incorporating renewable energy  sources,
developing efficient waste management systems,
and utilizing environmentally friendly materials
for constructing and maintaining recreational
areas. By placing sustainability as its top
priority, Malaysia has the potential to become a
prominent global leader in  promoting
environmentally conscious leisure travel. This
would not only foster a feeling of environmental
responsibility ~ but  also  enhance  the
interconnectedness between the arts, nature, and
society.

The recent report published by the United
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP, 2022)
emphasizes the significance of sustainable
practices in mitigating the adverse environmental
impacts of tourism. Implementing these
principles in Malaysia's recreational areas can
ensure the long-term sustainability of the nation's

tourism economy by safeguarding local
ecosystems and natural resources.

Fostering Interactive Experiences: Blending
Technology and Artistic Engagement

As McClelland's example shows, integrating
interactive technologies can completely change
how tourists interact with art and the natural
world. Malaysia's recreational areas can offer
visitors immersive and instructive experiences by
incorporating augmented reality (AR) and virtual
reality (VR) displays. This would enable visitors
with immersive and educational experiences,
allowing them to explore the intersection of art
and nature in a novel and captivating manner.
Using technology to create interactive narratives,
Malaysia can attract a diverse audience and foster
a more profound comprehension of the
fundamental connection between art, the natural
world, and sustainable living.

Studies conducted by Ponsignon & Derbaix,
(2020); Han, et al.,, (2019) demonstrate the
beneficial effects of interactive technologies in
raising visitor engagement and producing
memorable experiences in recreational spaces. By
integrating these technologies into Malaysian
culture, one may draw in a tech-savvy audience
and cultivate a greater understanding of how art
and technology interact within natural
environments.

Sculpture Parks as Active Spaces: Fostering
Physical Well-being through Outdoor
Engagement

Connecting the concept of revolutionizing
sculpture parks and galleries with the benefits of
trailing in outdoor sculpture parks on one's well-
being is essential in highlighting the holistic
impact of these spaces. Besides promoting art,
sculpture parks can improve well-being through
outdoor activities. Natural settings like sculpture
parks have been demonstrated to improve mental
and physical well-being. The immersion in
nature, coupled with the aesthetic stimulation
provided by the sculptures, fosters relaxation,
stress reduction, and improved mood, contributing
to overall emotional well-being.
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In addition, participating in outdoor activities in
sculpture parks promotes physical activity, which
in turn leads to a better lifestyle and addresses the
growing issue of sedentary behaviour. Walking or
jogging amidst the sculptures and surrounding
natural settings enhances cardiovascular health,
strengthens muscles, and improves overall fitness
levels. Godbey (2009) highlights in his literature
how important it is to include outdoor recreational
activities in one's routine to counteract the
negative consequences of leading a sedentary
lifestyle. Therefore, sculpture parks that include
trails and outdoor recreation areas allow people to
actively engage in physical and mental well-being
while also engaging in artistic appreciation,
fostering a holistic approach to leading a healthier
lifestyle.

Enhancing Visitor Experiences Through
Sustainable Engagement

Improving visitor experiences is critical to
transforming sculpture parks and galleries into
sustainable recreational spaces. Sculpture parks
may provide guests with an immersive and
captivating experience that encourages a closer
bond with art and the environment by including
sustainable practices and interactive features. A
study by Robaina-Calderin et al. (2023) found that
adding immersive activities and interactive
displays to cultural spaces greatly increases visitor
pleasure and engagement, making the visit more
memorable and enriching. By encouraging
inclusive and sustainable cultural experiences for
everyone, this focus on visitor experience is in line
with Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) 4 on
Quality Education and SDG 11 on Sustainable
Cities and Communities.

Sculpture Parks and Sustainable Business
Practices

Integrating Sustainable Business Practices:
Enhancing Long-term Viability in Sculpture
Parks

The transformation of sculpture parks and
galleries into sustainable recreational areas goes
hand in hand with effective business
management strategies, ensuring the longevity
and success of these cultural spaces. By
implementing sustainable practices, such as
energy-efficient operations, eco-friendly

materials, and responsible waste management,
business managers can reduce operational costs
and promote environmental stewardship. This
integration not only aligns with global
sustainability goals but also enhances the long-
term financial viability of sculpture parks,
attracting environmentally conscious visitors and
investors who prioritize responsible business
practices.

Figure 3: Tarax play sculpﬂt‘r'e' byl Peter Corlett (1969)
(Sources: https://mcclelland.org.au/artworks/tarax-play-
sculpture)

Strategic Marketing for Global Appeal

Adequate marketing tactics are essential for
highlighting sculpture parks' distinctive products
under current international trends. Through the
utilization of digital platforms, targeted
advertising, and social media campaigns that
highlight the park's sustainability and interactive
aspects, administrators may effectively draw in a
varied crowd of environmentally concerned
tourists and art fans Guo and Gu's research
(2022) on the effects of digital marketing on
cultural tourism makes clear that to sustainably
build sculpture parks, strategic online promotion
following worldwide trends can greatly increase
visitor engagement and drive foot traffic. This
strategy, which promotes cultural tourism,
fosters sustainable economic development and is
in line with SDG 8 on Decent Work and
Economic Growth.

Meeting Market Demands Through Dynamic
Innovation

Tailoring the services and experiences inside
sculpture parks to fit the different demands of
visitors requires an understanding of and
response to market demand. By conducting
thorough market research, analysing feedback,

Revolutionizing Sculpture Parks And Galleries: Implementing Sustainable Recreational Areas For Engaging Adventures
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CHAPTER 2

and engaging with stakeholders, managers can
acquire vital insights into visitor preferences and
modify their plans appropriately. World Tourism
Organization research from 2022 states that
responding to consumer demand is critical to the
long-term viability of cultural destinations. It
highlights the significance of ongoing innovation
and adaptation to satisfy shifting consumer
demands. By integrating these perspectives into
the creation and administration of sculpture
parks, a dynamic and visitor-focused approach
can be guaranteed, promoting a vibrant and
sustainable ecosystem of cultural tourism. This
initiative, ~which  encourages  sustainable
infrastructure development and creative cultural
tourist practices, aligns with SDG 9 on Industry,
Innovation, and Infrastructure.

Diversifying Revenue Streams: Leveraging
Interactive  Experiences for Financial
Sustainability

Furthermore, the incorporation of engaging
adventures within sculpture parks through
interactive  installations and  educational
programs presents an opportunity for innovative
revenue streams. Business managers can
leverage these experiences to diversify their
offerings, attracting a wider audience and
fostering repeat visits. By curating dynamic
events, workshops, and immersive artistic
encounters, sculpture parks can position
themselves as multifaceted cultural destinations,
appealing to art enthusiasts, families, and tourists
seeking unique recreational experiences. The
strategic alignment of these offerings with
market demand and visitor preferences can lead
to increased ticket sales, merchandise purchases,
and potential partnerships, ultimately bolstering
the financial sustainability of these cultural
institutions.

Community Engagement and Partnerships:
Fostering Socioeconomic Growth

Effective business management within sculpture
parks and galleries also necessitates a strong
focus on community engagement and
partnerships. By fostering collaborations with
local businesses, artists, and community
organizations, managers can create a symbiotic
relationship that benefits both the cultural
institution and the local economy. Through the

promotion of local artisans, the integration of
community events, and the facilitation of cultural
exchanges, sculpture parks can become integral
contributors to the socioeconomic growth of their
surrounding areas. By nurturing these
collaborative networks, business managers can
not only enrich the cultural fabric of the
community but also establish a strong foundation
for sustainable growth and development within
the broader business ecosystem.

Empowering Community Involvement:
Cultivating a Sense of Ownership and
Responsibility

The McClelland model is centered on community
involvement, which cultivates a sense of
responsibility and ownership among visitors. By
implementing educational programs, workshops,
and community-driven initiatives that promote
active  involvement and  environmental
stewardship, Malaysia can adopt this strategy. By
empowering local communities to actively engage
with the development and management of
recreational areas, Malaysia can create a sense of
pride and belonging, fostering a sustainable
cultural ecosystem that resonates with both locals
and tourists.

Building on the findings of Armitage, et al.,
research (2020) on  community-driven
conservation efforts, Malaysia can create a sense
of shared responsibility and stewardship among
local communities, ensuring the preservation of
natural and cultural heritage within recreational
areas. By nurturing a sense of ownership,
Malaysia can cultivate a sustainable and inclusive
cultural ecosystem that celebrates its rich artistic
and natural heritage.

Ideal Locations for Sculpture Parks in
Malaysia

An ideal location for the establishment of a
sculpture park in Malaysia would be an area that
combines natural aesthetics, cultural importance,
easy access, and ample room for artistic
creativity. Below are a few prospective
categories for the development of a sculpture
park:

Metropolitan Parks: In prominent urban areas
such as Kuala Lumpur, Penang, or Johor Bahru,

Revolutionizing Sculpture Parks And Galleries: Implementing Sustainable Recreational Areas For Engaging Adventures
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the conversion of current urban parks or green
areas into sculpture parks is a possibility. These
regions already draw a substantial number of
tourists and locals, offering a convenient location
for the enjoyment of art within the lively city
environment.

Coastal Areas: Malaysia's vast stretch of
coastline offers potential for the establishment of
sculpture parks along its beaches or promenades.
Langkawi, Batu Ferringhi in Penang, and Port
Dickson are popular destinations known for their
picturesque settings, where outdoor sculptures
are displayed. These locations draw the attention
of both locals and tourists who are interested in
experiencing the cultural aspects of these coastal
areas.

Malaysia is famous for its abundant tropical flora
and botanical gardens. Creating a sculpture park
within a botanical garden, like the Perdana
Botanical Garden in Kuala Lumpur or the Penang
Botanic Gardens, will provide a peaceful
environment for appreciating art in natural
beauty.

Cultural heritage places, such as Melaka, George
Town, or the Cultural Village in Sarawak, offer
great settings for sculpture parks due to their
historical and cultural significance. By
incorporating sculptures into these historical
places, we can improve the overall visitor
experience while also aiding in the conservation
and advancement of Malaysia's cultural heritage.

Malaysia's varied ecosystems, encompassing
rainforests and nature reserves, provide
exceptional environments for sculpture parks that
honor the nation's natural history. Destinations
such as Taman Negara, Fraser's Hill, and
Kinabalu Park in Sabah offer the chance to
combine artistic pursuits with endeavours to
preserve and protect the natural environment.

The selection of the site for the sculpture park
should prioritize the accessibility, environmental
sustainability, and cultural significance of the
area. The area should provide a substantial
amount of room for the exhibition of sculptures,
pathways that are easy and safe for pedestrians to
use, as well as facilities for visitor conveniences

and educational programs. Furthermore, it is
important to take into account the need for the
sculpture park to harmonize with and show
proper regard for the natural and cultural
attributes of the selected location. Additionally,
the park should have a good impact on the local
population and economy.

Integrating Sculpture Parks into University
Campuses: Enhancing Learning and
Community Engagement

Using university campuses as strategic locations:
University campuses are well-suited for the
creation of sculpture parks because they have
large areas of green space, are easily accessible
to both students and the public, and have the
ability to promote creative and cultural
experiences. The strategic positioning of
sculpture parks within university campuses can
improve the overall campus atmosphere, offer
educational prospects, and support community
engagement accomplishments.

Improving Educational Settings: University
campuses that house sculpture parks provide
students and teachers with exceptional chances to
engage in artistic investigation, cultural
admiration, and multidisciplinary education.
Universities can enhance the academic
experience and foster creativity and critical
thinking among students in different fields by
incorporating art installations into campus
landscapes. For instance, sculptures can act as
central locations for outdoor lectures,
conversations on art history, and projects related
to environmental studies, so promoting
experiential learning opportunities that enhance
classroom instruction.

Facilitating  active  participation of the
community:  Sculpture parks strategically
positioned within university campuses also
function as cultural centers that foster community
involvement and cooperation. Accessible to
students, professors, and the general public, these
parks offer areas for creative manifestation,
communal gatherings, and public displays.
Universities have the ability to coordinate art
festivals, workshops, and outreach programmes
in partnership with local artists, schools, and

Revolutionizing Sculpture Parks And Galleries: Implementing Sustainable Recreational Areas For Engaging Adventures

ARTe: Art & Expression, March 2024 | 1 O



CHAPTER 2

community organizations. This collaboration
helps to cultivate a feeling of inclusion and
facilitate cultural interchange among the wider
community.

Promoting the achievement of Sustainable
Development Goals: Integrating sculpture parks
onto university campuses allows institutions to
conform to Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) on education, culture, and sustainable
communities. By implementing educational
programmes and community engagement
projects focused on sculpture parks, institutions
may actively advance SDG 4 (Quality
Education), SDG 11 (Sustainable Cities and
Communities), and SDG 17 (Partnerships for the
Goals). Furthermore, via the deliberate emphasis
on sustainability in the planning and
administration of sculpture parks, universities
may actively support SDG 13 (Climate Action)
and SDG 15 (Life on Land), promoting
ecological responsibility and preservation
initiatives both on campus and in the surrounding
regions.

To our knowledge, by studying McClelland's
strategies, Malaysia may see the possibility of
developing ecologically conscious environments
that integrate art, nature, and sustainability. By
adopting sustainable methods, creating engaging
experiences, and initiating  community
engagement programmes, Malaysia has the
potential to reshape its cultural landscape and
cultivate a deeper appreciation for art and
environmental consciousness among its varied
people.

Moreover, the incorporation of sculpture parks
onto university campuses offers a chance to
improve  educational settings, encourage
community involvement, and further Sustainable
Development Goals. Through the utilization of
university  resources and  collaborations,
institutions have the ability to establish dynamic
cultural centers that act as drivers for cross-
disciplinary education, artistic investigation, and
community advancement. The incorporation of
sculpture parks onto university campuses in
Malaysia exemplifies a progressive strategy
towards  sustainable  development  and
comprehensive education for future generations,

while also promoting the country's cultural and
environmental legacy.
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