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Course Name
(English) 

VERNACULAR HISTORY OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE APPROVED

Course Code LAS688

MQF Credit 2 

Course
Description

Due to lack of materials directly related to the evolution of Malaysia landscape, the
course uses materials from the nation’s social and political history to interpret the
factors that formed the country’s landscape. Thus, the course uses class reading,
interpretation, and discussion to examine the evolution of ‘design on land’ in the
country. The course is structured in three parts: the first part focuses on the genesis
of the humanized landscape in the old country; the second on the colonised
landscape during Portuguese, Dutch, English, and Japanese regimes; and the third
on landscape development in the post-colonial era till the present.

Transferable Skills Apply the knowledge learned in this course into other design course 

Teaching
Methodologies

Lectures, Seminar/Colloquium, Case Study

CLO
CLO1 Demonstrate a clear understanding and appreciation the layers of history,

from pre-history to present time, in the Malaysia landscape.
CLO2 Able to read and interpret Malaysia landscape at the local and regional scale

and integrate the factors that contribute to the formation of Malaysia landscape.

Pre-Requisite
Courses

No course recommendations

Reading List Recommended
Text Boon Kheng Cheah 2002, Malaysia, Institute of Southeast

Asian Studies [ISBN: 9812301542]
Auger,Boon Kheng Cheah 2003, Eom Early Modern History,
Didier Millet,Csi [ISBN: 9789813018471]
John Brinckerhoff Jackson 1984, Discovering the Vernacular
Landscape., Yale University [ISBN: 978-030003581]
Mariana Isa,Maganjeet Kaur 2015, Kuala Lumpur Street
Names: A Guide to Their Meanings and Histories, Marshall
Cavendish International Asia Pte Ltd [ISBN: 9789814721448]
J. M. Gullick, Old Kuala Lumpur, Oxford University Press;
First Edition edition (November 2, 1995) Ed. [ISBN:
9676530735]

Reference
Book
Resources

Yat Ming Loo 2016, Architecture and Urban Form in Kuala
Lumpur, Routledge [ISBN: 9781317179221]
Philip Mathews 2014, Chronicle of Malaysia, Editions Didier
Millet [ISBN: 9671061745]
Peter Moss 2004, Distant Archipelagos, iUniverse [ISBN:
0595325564]
Pertubuhan Akitek Malaysia, Architectural Heritage [ISBN:
9834049374]

Article/Paper List This Course does not have any article/paper resources

Page 1 of 2







Other References n/a Kolonialisme di Malaysia dan Negara-negara lain. 
n/a Eredia’s desciption of Malaca, meridional India and Catia / translated from
the Portuguese with notes by J.V. Mills and new introduction by Cheah Boon
Cheng. 
n/a Old Kuala Lumpur.
n/a The Story of Kuala Lumpur (1857-1939).
n/a A History of Kuala Lumpur (1856-1939).
n/a Contemporary Vernacular: evoking traditions in Asian architecture. 
n/a Vernacular Dwellings.
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