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he #Blockoutzoz4 movement represents a digita] protest targeting celebrities who have
remained silent on the humanitarian crisis in Gaza. Initiated after the Met Gala on May 6,
2024, the movement was catalysed by social media users who juxtaposed the event's
extravagance with the dire conditions in Gaza. This movement encourages individuals to block
celebrities on social media, thereby reducing their influence and the revenue they generate

from advertising deals.

The main goal of #Blockout2o24 is to make

MEMN.% C""""g"ew”"s"T‘i“eSSi"cezoag celebrities take responsibility for not speaking up
News Opinion Reviews Features Publications Muliimedia More English ‘me @6 ‘ . . .
B i m % about the Gaza conflict. By blocking them on social
media, activists want to reduce their visibility and
Celebrities face digital 'blockout over silence on Gaza affect their income from followers and ads. Thus, by
s ) ,
war ) .. . )
encouraging celebrities to actively involve themselves
ST e in addressing the Gaza crisis, the #Blockout2o24

movement aims to harness their collective influence

for the greater good of humanity and global welfare.

The #Blockout2024 movement holds the potential to
assist Palestine in several significant ways. Firstly, by
blocking celebrities who remain silent on the Gaza
crisis, the movement increases awareness of the issue.
This heightened visibility can lead to a broader

public understanding and more informed discourse

regarding the humanitarian situation in Gaza, thus

pressuring media outlets and influential figures to

Source: Middle East Monitor (MEM)

offer more extensive coverage of the crisis.
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Secondly, as celebrities experience a decline in

fOllOWCI’S and engagement dl;lC to being blOCde,

they may feel compelled to address the Gaza crisis Restrict

to recover their audience. When prominent figures

speak out, they can significancly amplify the Block Mo
message, reaching millions of followers who might 'l‘
not have been previously aware of the situation. Report

This amplification can foster greater empathy and

support for Palestinian causes.

From an economic perspective, reducing the social media influence of these celebrities diminishes
their earning potential from advertisements and sponsorships. This economic impact acts as a
deterrent against remaining silent on critical issues and encourages celebrities to use their
platforms more responsibly. Should celebrities begin to speak out, their influential voices can

drive donations and support for humanitarian efforts in Gaza.

Finally, the increased awareness and engagement from
celebrities can lead to the mobilisation of more resources for
humanitarian aid. Celebrities who choose to support the cause
can utilise their platforms to raise funds and direct attention to
credible organisations operating in Gaza, thereby facilitating

tangible support and relief efforts.

The #Blockout2o24 movement primarily operates in the digital sphere but holds the potential to
influence public discourse, urging high-profile individuals to act responsibly and mobilising
support for the humanitarian crisis in Palestine. Through digital activism, it prompts reflections
on societal responsibilities and compels celebrities to use their platforms for constructive
engagement. This movement not only aims to hold individuals accountable but also serves as a

catalyst for tangible support and resources directed towards addressing the ongoing crisis in

Palestine. ‘ ‘

This movement not only
aims to hold individuals
accountable but also
serves as a catalyst for
tangible support and
resources directed
towards addressing the
ongoing cCrisis in
Palestine.
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The #Blockout2024 movement presents critical considerations regarding the
interplay between social activism and freedom of speech. Although it does
not impose legal restrictions on freedom of speech, it exerts signiﬁcant social
pressure on celebrities to speak out on certain issues. This social pressure can

function as a form of coercion, compelling celebrities to address the Gaza

crisis or risk losing their audience and the economic advantages associated

with social media engagement.

RIGHT TOSTAY SILENT OR Q
TO SPEAK OUT? o

This situation creates a conflict between the right to stay silent o Q

and the pressure to speak out. Celebrities have the legal right to

choose whether to comment on political issues. However, the °
#Blockout2024 movement uses collective action to push v

celebrities to address the Gaza crisis. This activism highlights the O
ethical responsibilities of public figures, suggesting that staying o

silent during humanitarian crises is not neutral but can be seen as

complicity.

The #Blockout2024 movement is gaining traction in ASEAN countries,
especially in Malaysia. It targets pub]ic figures who haven't spoken about
the Gaza crisis. In Malaysia, famous personalities like Michelle Yeoh and
local figures like Anna Jobling and Neelofa are listed on social media
platforms like Facebook and Instagram. These lists are part of a

campaign to urge influential individuals to address the humanitarian

crisis in Gaza.

Unfortunately, the movement in Malaysia has turned
extreme. For instance, singer and actor Naem Daniel,

27, recently filed a police report after receiving death

threats against his parents from a social media user.
Naem believes these threats are far removed from the
original discussion about #Blockout2024. He also
expressed frustration with people criticising those who
choose not to boycott certain products, stating that

such actions go against the teachings of Islam.
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Previously, actor and presenter Awal Ashaari articulated
dissatisfaction with colleagues who had cited him and his
spouse as subjects for boycott within the #Blockoutzo24
movement. Awal recognized the diverse avenues available
for public engagement on the persistent issue of warfare. He
posited that implementing a boycott strategy would

adversely impact Malaysian artists primarily dependent on

their craft for sustenance.

In conclusion, it is important to underscore the endorsement
of the #Blockout2024 movement and its call for boycotts as a
legitimate form of social activism. However, within the
discourse surrounding this movement, it is equally vital to
acknowledge the diversity of individual contributions to
societal issues. While participation in social media activism is
commendable, it should not serve as the sole metric of one's
commitment to a cause. Therefore, it is imperative to refrain
from denigrating individuals who choose alternative avenues

of engagement or who abstain from publicising their support
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on social media placforms.
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